ELLESMERE PORT WAR MEMORIAL PROJECT
31450 Private HENRY ‘HARRY’ GRIFFITHS
8th (Service) Battalion, Prince of Wales’s Volunteers
(South Lancashire Regiment)
Killed in Action 21st October 1916
And also his brother who was wounded but survived the war

11522 Private EMANUEL GRIFFITHS
8th Battalion / Depot Battalion, Cheshire Regiment
Discharged wounded 26th January 1916

31450 Private HENRY ‘HARRY’ GRIFFITHS
Harry Griffiths was the youngest son of Emanuel ‘Manuel’ Griffiths and his wife Sylvia. They
were originally from Lower Walsall Street in Wolverhampton, where Manuel and his eldest son
James were working in the local iron works in 1901. Manuel met his wife Sylvia, the daughter of
James Marsh, a chimney sweep, in Wolverhampton and they married in 1884. They had several
children; James (1885), Emma (1886), Mary Jane, (1890), Emanuel (1894) and Henry (16 Feb
1896).
Sometime after 1901 the family moved to Ellesmere Port to follow the move of the Wolverhampton
Iron Works. Precisely when they relocated has not been able to be determined (especially as their
census record for 1911 has proved to be frustratingly elusive despite extensive research. They were
certainly in 69 Heathfield Road before 1914, as this is on Emmanuel junior’s war record).
Wolverhampton Corrugated Iron Company
The Wolverhampton Corrugated Iron Company was founded in 1857 and specialised in galvanised
and black flat or corrugated sheets. In 1905 the company established the Mersey Ironworks in
Ellesmere Port on the banks of the Shropshire Union Canal, adjacent to the main railway line.
Across the line were their main competitors, Burnell’s Iron Works, founded in the late nineteenth
century, and until then the main employer. Ellesmere Port may have been little more than a village
based around the canal terminus and its small dock complex on the Mersey, but the Jones Brothers
who owned the Wolverhampton works, chose Ellesmere Port for its commercially strategic
position, with easy access to major ports, served by inland canals and railway, and because land was
cheap. The major part of the company's production was exported, and barges were used to carry
finished products to ships in Liverpool and Birkenhead.
Almost two thousand people would be employed at the new factory, but there were insufficient
workers in Ellesmere Port and this was a catalyst for its pre-war expansion as hundreds of workers
began to move in. Significantly, many of the workers came from Wolverhampton, Dudley and
Bilston. Census records reveal that around 300 families made this migration en masse. Some of
them were so poor that they walked along the Shropshire Union Canal towpath with their
possessions to get to Ellesmere Port. Well-planned housing estates were built by the factory

owners for their workers. The Jones Brothers also hired trains to move others over one weekend to
get their business up and running. The nearby Wolverham housing estate was built to house many
of the migrant workers, hence its name - other street names reflected their origins too, such as
Wolverham Road, Dudley Road, and Stafford Road. Penn Gardens (another Black Country
name), was adjacent to Dudley Road.

It was here that Henry was employed as a Sheet Inspector, while living in 69 Heathfield Road
nearby, another street named after an area near his birthplace.

When the war came, Henry’s older brother Emanuel was an early volunteer, but as the youngest of
the family, Henry did not enlist until the call up of 1916 when he signed up on 17 April in the South
Lancashire Regiment, where he was posted to the 8th (Service) Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s
Volunteers. After three months training, he joined the battalion in France which had just
experienced their first action in the defence of Vimy Ridge. They then moved to The Somme and
joined the Battle just after the main action, with 75th Brigade making a costly attack near Thiepval
on the 3rd of July. The Division was in action at The Battle of Bazentin, The Battle of Pozieres and
The Battle of the Ancre Heights. It is likely that Henry lost his life in this battle, killed in action on
21 October 1916 at Ancre.
This had been part of Haig’s large-scale autumn offensive to secure the whole of the Thiepval
Ridge, and thereby obtain observation over the upper Ancre. It necessitated the capture, in full, of
those intricate defensive positions which had repeatedly blocked the way to the vital high ground
during the September fighting: Schwaben Redoubt, Stuff Redoubt and Regina trench. Between 1
and 8 October the Canadian Corps assaults on Regina Trench witnessed brutal fighting, heavy
casualties and temporary limited occupation of the objective. Meanwhile, in a confusing succession
of attacks, the 18th and 39th Divisions struggled to clear the Schwaben Redoubt of its last
defenders. Stuff Redoubt was stormed just after midday on 9 October, and following vicious
actions, Schwaben Redoubt finally succumbed to the 39th Division in the afternoon of 14 October.
The weather and appalling battlefield conditions delayed further operations; it was not until 21
October that renewed efforts against Regina trench (and the adjoining Stuff trench) were possible. II
Corps infantry attacked on a 5,000 yard front at 12.06pm, well supported by artillery, and after
sharp fighting took all their objectives in just over 30 minutes. The whole of the crest of the ridge
was now in British hands, but casualties were high which included Henry Griffiths.

Above: Ellesmere Port in 1910.
Below: Wolverhampton Iron Works, with Burnell’s to the extreme left.

Battle of the Ancre Heights
(Battle of the Somme)
The Ancre Valley late 1916.

Battle of the Ancre Heights (Battle of the Somme)
Above: The Ancre battlefield November 1916
Below:The Ancre Valley late 1916.

GRANDCOURT ROAD CEMETERY, GRANDCOURT, Somme, France
Henry was buried in Grandcourt Cemetery close to the site of the former Schwaben Redoubt. The
Cemetery was made in the spring of 1917 when the Ancre battlefield was cleared. The cemetery
now contains 391 burials and commemorations of the First World War, 108 of the burials are
unidentified but there is a special memorial to one casualty known to be buried among them. As it
lies in the middle of the battlefield, access is not easy and two fields have to be crossed to reach it,
but the pathway looks quite unique. Maintained by the CWGC, it is a long lawned path snaking
between cultivated fields that the farmers respect and don’t encroach upon.

Grandcourt Cemetery,
Somme.
Looking across Ancre Heights,
towards the Ancre Valley and
Beaumont Hamel beyond.

Grandcourt Cemetery, Somme.
Below:
Looking up towards Thiepval. The top of the monument can just be seen between the trees in the centre.

The CWGC path to Grandcourt
Cemetery, Somme.
On my first visit to the cemetery to
photograph a grave of a local
soldier, the existence of William
Griffiths at that stage was
unknown. When three friends went
on a subsequent visit to photograph
the grave of a soldier on the
Farndon War Memorial for our
village record, their photograph of
their visit taken on the camera’s
self-timer, by chance included
Henry’s grave in the foreground
nearest to the camera (below).

11522 Private EMANUEL GRIFFITHS

Still only twenty years old and working in the iron works, Emanuel volunteered in the first weeks of
the war, attesting on 24 August 1914 in Chester, where he was posted to the 8th Battalion, Cheshire
Regiment four days later. The 8th (Service) Battalion, Cheshire Regiment was raised in Chester on
the 12 August 1914 as part of Kitchener's First New Army. They were part of 40th Brigade, 13th
(Western) Division which swiftly assembled on Salisbury Plain to begin their training before
moving to Chiseldon and Cirencester in September 1914. Near the end of February, the Division
relocated to Blackdown in Hampshire to complete their preparations. As June approached, the
Cheshires realised they were to begin moving out, but they were not headed for the Western Front.
They were to be part of the forces shipped out to the Mediterranean, in the opening of a new front in
Turkey. They left England on 13 June 1915, landing at Alexandria on 26 June, then moved to
Mudros by 4 July, to prepare for a landing at Gallipoli. The infantry landed on Cape Helles between
the 6th and 16th July to relieve 29th Division.
On 22 July 1915, Emanuel was wounded, when he was hit by shrapnel on his left arm. The wound
wasn’t life threatening but he was shipped out and returned to Britain on 16 August where he
rejoined the Depot battalion. It was clear that he was no longer in a fit state for front line action
and he was posted for home service only on 12 October 1915. However, by the end of the year he
wasn’t able to function fully for the demands of the army and on 26 January 1916 he was
discharged as ‘no longer physically fit for war service’.
There is no doubt that on his return, Emanuel may have been questioned by those who did not know
him, as to why he wasn’t in uniform, and may even have been presented with a white feather. To
avoid such harassment the government began issuing the Silver War Badge and certificate from 1
September 1916, although as can be seen on the listings, it was a further three months before
Emanuel would receive his.

Left: Cape Helles
Evacuation January 1916

Medal Cards

Medals
Above:
Emanuel was awarded three service medals – the
1914-5 Star, the British Medal and the Victory
Medal. Henry was ineligible for the Star as he was
not in a theatre of war until 1916.
Below: Emanuel was also awarded the Silver War
Badge in December 1916.
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