Second Lieutenant L. Richmond DSO
The highest honour bestowed on a local Ellesmere Port man was the Distinguished Service Order
(D.S.O.) conferred up Second Lieutenant Leonard Richmond. He was also awarded the French
Croix-de-Geurre with palm (the second highest level of the ward). Leonard was born in Norley in
the Delamere Forest area of Cheshire. His father was a Yorkshire man, who moved to Liverpool,
met and married his wife, before finding work as a groom/coltbreaker in rural Cheshire. As this
employment was unlikely to support his growing family, he moved into a dockside terrace in Lime
Street, Ellesmere Port in 1896 where worked as a railway platelayer. His eldest son Leonard began
work as a storekeeper for the Shropshire Union Canal Company on the adjacent docks, before
moving to the offices of the nearby cement works. He had ideas to train as an accountant before the
war interrupted his career. He initially signed on as a Private for the Kings Liverpool Regiment,
before being posted to the 12th Battalion Cheshire Regiment as an intelligence officer after taking a
commission, being promoted to Second Lieutenant.
DSO for ELLESMERE PORT SOLDIER
Temporary Second Lieutenant Leonard Richmond of the 12th Battalion Cheshire Regiment has
been awarded the D.S.O. for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. As Battalion
intelligence officer, he carried out many difficult and valuable reconnaissance’s before the attack
on ‘P’ Ridge. He was given the work of taping out the assembly position for the leading
battalion, a difficult task, which he accomplished with such skill
that the assembly of the Brigade proceeded in perfect order.
Later when the attack had developed and the battalion suffered
heavy losses, he took command of a company which had lost all its
officers, rallied them under intense machine gun and trench mortar
fire and led them forward with the greatest determination. When
the remnants of the brigade had withdrawn, he remained for almost
two hours under intense fire with his Commanding Officer, who
had been mortally wounded, and when he died brought back all
maps and papers which might have been of use to the enemy. He
did good work in reorganising the battalion and displayed a
magnificent spirit and contempt of danger throughout. Before
enlisting, Sec. Lieut. Richmond was a member of the Ship Canal
Portland Cement Company’s staff.
Birkenhead Advertiser and Wallasey Guardian, 4 January 1919

Within a few week news reached home that he had received a
further honour when he was awarded the French Croix-de-Guerre
with palm for services in the Balkans.
ELLESMERE PORT OFFICER
GAINS FURTHER HONOUR
Lieutenant Len Richmond has been awarded the French Croix-deGuerre with palm for services in the Balkans. Recently, it will be
remembered the gallant officer earner the D.S.O. for exceptional
services. The lieutenant hopes soon to be home on leave. He has
several times been on the point of coming home, but has received
other instructions which have prevented his coming. His return has
been further delayed owing to his having to be decorated with the
French honour. On demobilisation, Lieutenant Richmond intends to
enter the accountants office of the Cement Works, which he left on
joining the Army.
Birkenhead Advertiser and Wallasey Guardian, 26 Feb 1919

A letter home from a wounded soldier reveals more about the Balkan experience and a little more of
Lieutenant Richmond,

ELLESMERE PORT SOLDIER IN THE BALKANS
Lance Corporal Walter Henstock, a brother of Mrs McLeod, 9 Beechfield Road, Ellesmere Port
has sent her the following interesting letter, which we feel sure will be read with interest by his
many friends in Ellesmere Port:- ‘Just a line to let you know I am still one of the lucky ones left
again. My regiment lost quite a lot on the 18th, the Colonel and the doctor also being killed. I
shall never forget how we shifted the Bulgars from these hills, and he drove us back the first
time. We did not expect to find him there. You have heard talk of ‘Hell let loose’, well it was
one of those mornings. I had to come back on a message and I saw our dead and wounded lying
there and everywhere I went. It was, “Chum, give us a drink” and you could see men crawling
among the dead to take their water bottles. Len Richmond (Lieut.Richmond, formerly employed
at the Cement Works) is in the battalion, and he is one of the best I have seen in a fight. He is an
officer and we both went to school together. I got a slight dose of gas and am in hospital. I left
the battalion in Bulgaria, and we have heard that peace is signed today. The Bulgars had pigs
and fowl, and each man had a garden behind his front line, and he had made some fine dug outs,
but we put them to a severe test and then they were safe’
Extract from a letter sent by Lance Corporal Walter Henstock, to his sister, Mrs McLeod, of 9
Beechfield Road, Ellesmere Port.
(Before the war, Lance-Corporal Henstock worked as a quarter-master for the Hoult Line of ships. He
enlisted on the outbreak of war , and was wounded in France, being later sent to the Balkan Front. He had
two brothers serving in the Air Service and the Navy and another, Frank, was killed at the Dardanelles, and
recorded on Ellesmere Port War Memorial).

After demobilisation in March 1919, Lieutenant Len Richmond DSO CdeG, returned to Ellesmere
Port and his employment in the cement works. He continued to live in the area, moving to Childer
Thornton, South Wirral in the 1930s. He died in 1967 aged seventy-seven.
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