
3965 Private FREDERICK JAMES ADEY 
 

8th Irish Battalion, The King's Liverpool Regiment 
Died 20 June 1915 

 

 

Frederick Adey of 1 Hollyfield Road in Ellesmere Port was the son of Frank and Ellen Adey, later 

of 38 Victoria Rd., Ellesmere Port.   Fred, like his mother and brothers and sisters, was born in 

West Bromwich, but like many other families from that area, moved to Ellesmere Port just before 

the war to work in the local iron works (they were still in West Bromwich on the 1911 census).  His 

father, a Birmingham man, was a canal bargeman.   

 

At the time the war started Fred was a 26 year old single man and despite being only 5 feet 3 inches 

in height, he was made it through recruitment and he signed on in Liverpool on 22 February 1915, 

for the local Irish Battalion based at 75 Shaw Street.  At the start of WW1 the battalion was 

mobilised  and sent to Canterbury, Kent for training, which was only two months as they were 

formed before the war as a regular battalion. After training they sailed to France, arriving in 

Boulogne on 3rd May 1915, within weeks they were to face their baptism of fire. On 15th June 

1915 they were in the Givenchy region when they were sent in to support the French at Artois. The 

8th King's were ordered to attack on the afternoon of the 16
th

 – however, three other battalions had 

attacked the previous day and had suffered heavy casualties, and the King's were now the only 

battalion at full strength and  were to renew the attack.    

 

The Artillery bombarded the German lines, and at 4.45pm on 16th June, Major Johnson led the 8th 

King's Irish out of the trenches. C company went first and stood little chance as the machine guns 

opened, most of their men fell in no mans land. A, B, and D companies followed and faced the 

same intense fire, although a number of men made it through to the German lines they were unable 

to hold the positions and a retreat was ordered. By midnight the battalion was back behind their 

lines and was sent for rest at Le Touret, their first action had cost them dearly with a total of 232 



casualties.  Fred Adey was badly wounded in the action,  he was shot in the head and suffered a 

fractured skull, but succumbed to his wounds and died on 20 June 1915. 

 

Frederick Adey is buried in plot II. A. 9 in Lillers Communal Cemetery, France.  His brother 

Sidney later joined up to avenge his death, but he too lost his life.  Both brothers are recorded on the 

Ellesmere Port War Memorial.  
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LILLERS COMMUNAL CEMETERY, France 

 

Lillers is a small town about 15 

kilometres west-north-west of Bethune 

and the Communal Cemetery and 

Extension lie to the north of the town. 

Lillers was used for billets and 

headquarter offices from the autumn of 

1914 to April 1918. At that time it was a 

hospital centre with the 6th, 9th, 18th, 

32nd, 49th and 58th Casualty Clearing 

Stations in the town at one time or 

another. These units buried their dead on 

the right of the central path of the 

communal cemetery, working back from 

Plot I. In April 1918, the Germans 

advanced as far as Robecq; Lillers came 

under shell-fire, and the units holding 

this front continued to bury beyond the 

cemetery boundary, in the extension. The 

Communal Cemetery contains 894 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 67 of which are 

unidentified. There are also 15 German graves in the Commonwealth plots. The extension contains 

71 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, six of them unidentified. 



 



 

 

 

Three extracts from Fred Adey’s war record. 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Adey, Fred’s mother, had still not received 

his memorial plaque in 1921 as this letter testifies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researched and written  
by  

Mike Royden 


