ELLESMERE PORT WAR MEMORIAL PROJECT
12494 Private James GILBRIDE
9th Battalion Cheshire Regiment
Died Monday 7 August 1916 aged 21

James Gilbride was born in Chester in 1895, the son of
Thomas Henry Gilbride, a miller, and Sarah Kenyon from a
local Chester family. Thomas Henry was originally from
Derby – or at least that was where he was born, but his
Scottish father James was a Sergeant in the Army and the
family were constantly on the move. In fact, Thomas’
mother Rebecca was actually from Barbados in the West
Indies. She and her sister, Jane Ann, had both married
soldiers – Jane marrying Thomas Lamb who moved to
Chester as a retired Chelsea ‘out’ pensioner. In 1861, two
of James and Rebecca’s children were living with their
Aunt Jane; Mary Jane (aged 7) and Thomas Henry (aged
5). But what had happened to their parents? In fact,
Rebecca was leaving nearby with her two sons James (aged
9) and David (aged 3). Their birthplaces reflected the likely
postings of their father; James and Mary in Quebec, Thomas
in Derby and David in Chester. There was no sign of father
James. Had he been a casualty, leaving Rebecca struggling
with four children and having to rely on the help from her
sister? Had they divorced? His movements have yet to be
traced, but he does not appear with the family again on
subsequent census records.
Thomas Henry Gilbride, meanwhile, became a
miller/baker at sixteen, but ten years later he was
a policeman, and still living at home in Lyon
Street, Chester in 1881, although his mother
Rebecca passed away in 1886. In 1882 Thomas
married Sarah Kenyon, moved into nearby Peel
Street and returned to milling. Their first child
Florence was born in 1884, followed by Thomas
David in 1892, Elizabeth in 1884, James in 1896,
Ann in 1898 and Harold in 1901. James was
educated at Grosvenor St. Johns School (Left.
Situated opposite the amphitheatre, a building that
later became well known as Chester Visitor
Centre). A sister, Maud, was born in 1904, before
the family moved to Ellesmere Port, as three huge

flour milling factories had just opened side by side on
the dock site. The family moved into the salubriously
named Water Tower View at no.24, then into 21
Merseyton Road facing the Flour Mill, with another
pleasant outlook. Both Thomas senior and now James
were working as millers in Frosts, one of the dockside
mills. When the war came, James signed up on 30
August 1914 and shortly afterwards was posted into
the 9th Battalion Cheshire Regiment which was formed
in Chester on 13 September. His brother Thomas, who
had returned to live in Chester in Greenway Street,
joined the Welch Regiment, while his brother-in-law,
Jack Leonard, later signed on for the Welsh Guards.
The 9th (Service) Battalion, moved to Salisbury Plain
for training and went into billets in Basingstoke in
December 1914 for the winter, returning to Salisbury
Plain in March 1915.

Above: Merseyton Road (both)

James wasn’t the perfect soldier, although the charges
brought against him in his first weeks adjusting to the
demands of training were of a minor nature. He was a
young lad after all, and urinating in the bath was
probably a jolly jape at the time, but getting caught
wasn’t the brightest part of the merriment. This was
at the Cheshire’s training camp at Park House Camp
on 28 September 1914, for which he received 7 days
Above: Merseyton Road (both)
confined to camp, the same punishment he received the
following month when at Tidworth Camp on 12 October, when he refused to draw his ration issue,
thereby refusing to obey a direct order. On 3 January 1915, he decided that church parade wasn’t
for him, for which he was confined to the barracks for a day. Back in the Port he had worked for
the Salvation Army, so his reasons may have been for something other than anti-religion.
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Road faces the
factories with Frost’s
Mill on the far left of
the row in the centre.
See the position on this
map 1910.

After several months training, James was
promoted to Lance Corporal on 9 June 1915, and
the Battalion were entrained for France the
following month landing at Boulogne on 19 July,
the division being concentrated near St Omer.
Their first action was at Pietre, in a diversionary
action supporting the Battle of Loos. In 1916 They
were in action during the Battle of the Somme,
capturing La Boisselle and being involved in The
attacks on High Wood, The Battles of Pozieres
Ridge, the Ancre Heights and the Ancre.
On 24 July 1916 he was seriously wounded in this
action, receiving a gunshot (or shrapnel) wound to
his right thigh and right hand. He was
immediately taken front the front line to
Wimereux (above right), a hospital on the coast south of Calais. (Wimeraux had been established as
a Red Cross hospital, set up and run by Lady Hadfield at her own expense for the treatment of
wounded and sick servicemen). However, his wounds were too severe, and on 27 July he was
moved back to England, to Duston War Hospital in Northampton. By coincidence, Corporal Jack
Leonard was also being cared for at Dunston. His sister Esther had married Thomas David
Gilbride, James’ brother, in early 1914.
Despite three operations on the serious
wound to his right thigh, it had become
infected with Tetanus, which although
was known and understood, (with early
treatments being developed since the
late 1890s and an anti-serum that did
save lives), an effective vaccine was
not available until the mid-1920s. It
would be used to great effect on
similar cases in the Second World
War, but in 1916, survival was often
slim. [It has been estimated by Boyd
1959, that on the Western Front there
were 1.8 cases per 1000].

On 5 August, an official despatch was
sent to his father that James was suffering from a Tetanus infection and was now seriously ill.
Thomas Gilbride rushed to be at his son’s bedside during his last moments. The effects of the
infection were not pleasant, which were likely to have included lock-jaw and severe muscle spasms,
and his last hours were likely to have been pretty distressing to witness. He died at only a few
hours later at 4.30am on 7 August 1916.
At home, the local news reassured its readers that James ‘...was wonderfully cheerful to the end and
confidently expected to recover and shortly come out of hospital..’ which sadly sounds more like
the newspeak of the period rather than the horrible reality of the situation, given the late stage that
Thomas was able to be with his dying son.

A few days later, James’ body was brought home and a funeral took place in Ellesmere Port on 25
August. A party of thirteen soldiers from Chester and a bugler were in attendance, and as family
and friends lined the grave, three volley were fired into the air and the Last Post was sounded across
the churchyard. Numerous mourners had also lined the street en route to Christchurch.
James’ father Thomas died on 11 September 1930 aged seventy-four, and his wife
Sarah the following year on 24 May aged eighty-eight. They were buried in the same
grave as their son James in Christchurch. James’ brother Thomas David Gilbride (right),
survived the war and lived a long life passing away on 27 May 1955 in Chester aged
sixty-three.

James Gilbride’s Medal Card

Two extracts from James Gilbride’s war record (conduct sheet above and movements/postings
below). Note the fire damage on both documents, showing why this collection is nicknamed
the ‘Burnt Records’.

Chester Observer, 12 August 1916

Chester Observer, 19 August 1916
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