
Private 27947 Wilfred Mayers 

7
th

 Battalion, Prince of Wales Volunteers, South Lancashire Regiment 

1891 ï 1917 

 

Wilfred was born in Tarvin, Cheshire, the son of John and 

Catherine óKateô Mayers in 1891.  His father, John, was a farm 

labourer and lived in the row of cottages on the south side of the 

High Street at the far eastern end of the village.    By 1911,  

Wilfred, now aged 20, was living in the home of  neighbour at 

the other end of the High Street, village grocer William 

Gunnery, where he was employed as his delivery man.   

 

When the war came, Wilfred did not sign up immediately;  he 

may have been dissuaded as he was 5 feet 1¾  inches tall, just an 

inch and a quarter under the minimum height requirement.  This 

was soon relaxed following the formation of the Cheshire 

Bantams regiment, but in the meantime, Wilfred had met and 

courted Elizabeth White of Churton, sister of the White brothers, 

who also served and are recorded among those from Churton village who did not return.  

 

Wilfred and Elizabeth were married in Tarvin Parish Church on 28 April 1915, and their 

daughter Irene was born the following year on 7 July 1916. 

 

Once the height restriction was lowered, Wilfred travelled to 

Chester where he volunteered on 14 November 1915. He was 

posted to the 10
th
 Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment, initially 

in reserve, and not mobilised until 7 April the following year, 

joining his regiment three days later (and having grown a further 

¾ inch since his last examination).   After a period of training, 

mainly at Tidworth Camp,  he left for France on 31 August 1916, 

posted to the 7
th
 Battalion of the same Regiment.   He saw action 

immediately, but received a 

gunshot wound to the right 

shoulder on 21 October, and was back on a boat to England 

by the 29
th
.  

 

After a period of treatment and recuperation, Wilfred was 

sent back to France on 25 January 1917.  Hopefully,  he 

had time to see his wife and new baby daughter while he 

was home. 

 

After returning to his posting in France, Wilfred was 

moved north with his battalion to take part in the Battle of 

Messines Ridge in Belgium, and the Third Battle of Ypres, 

better known as Passchendaele.  

 

Irene Mayers with her aunt 



The following extract is quoted from The Regiments in The Great War 1914-18  by 

Lt Col E J Downham MBE BA DL (www.lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk/the-regiments-in-the-great-

war-1914-18-3/) 

Messines  

Seven Lancashire battalions were involved in the carefully-prepared victory of Messines. 

The battle opened early on the morning of 7th June when eighteen British mines were 

exploded beneath the Messines Ridge and the attacking troops advanced up the slopes 

behind a creeping barrage. On the first day of the offensive 19th Division made a 

successful attack north of Wytschaete in which the 7th Battalions of the East Lancashires, 

South Lancashires and Loyal North Lancashires captured and held all their objectives 

with few casualties. The plan went equally well further south along the ridge where 8th 

South Lancashires and 8th and 9th Loyal North Lancashires, all in 25th Division, also 

took their objectives with comparatively little loss. 2nd South Lancashires were in reserve 

during the capture of the ridge, but on 14th June the Battalion made a further advance to 

capture the Ferme de la Croix, in the course of which Private William Ratcliffe earned a 

Victoria Cross for charging alone to capture a German machine-gun. No fewer than 33 

other gallantry medals were won on that day by the South Lancashires. 

THE THIRD BATTLE OF YPRES  

(óPasschendaeleô) 

Six weeks after the capture of Messines the main British offensive of 1917 opened in 

Flanders.This battle, better known as óPasschendaeleô after its truly terrible final phase, 

was launched on 31st July in torrential rain which turned much of the battlefield, its 

drainage system destroyed by artillery, into a deadly swamp.The German defence was 

based on machine-guns, sited in depth in strongpoints and concrete pill-boxes, with 

reserves concentrated for prompt counter-attack. To compound the horror, this battle saw 

the first use of mustard gas. The offensive went on for three dreadful months and 

involved 26 battalions of our Regimental predecessors.  

Initially the British attack, with massive artillery support, made some progress. In the 

centre the South Lancashire and Loyal North Lancashire TA battalions of 55th Division 

captured all their objectives, but had to yield some of their gains in the face of heavy 

counter-attacks. Some two miles to their south 2nd East Lancashires, of 8th Division, 

took their objectives on Westhoek Ridge and beat off three counter-attacks, while further 

south again 8th East Lancashires and 10th Loyal North Lancashires of 37th Division and 

the three 7th Battalions in 19th Division mounted diversionary attacks. The following day 

2nd and 8th South Lancashires, both in 75th Brigade of 25th Division, relieved 8th 

Division on Westhoek Ridge. Waist-deep in mud and pounded by artillery, the endurance 

of the two battalions over the next fortnight was truly heroic.   On 20th-22nd September 

55th Division attacked again over the same ground as before. Resistance was fierce, but 

1/5th South Lancashires captured the vital Hill 37 and stubbornly held it against 

determined counter-attacks. 

By 24 September 1917 Wilfred was dead, killed in action during the Passchendaele offensive.   

His body, like thousands of others in this most horrific of battles, was never found, and his 

name was recorded on the memorial panels at Tyne Cot cemetery.  

 



Back home, his devastated wife Elizabeth with her infant daughter, moved back home to stay 

with her mother in Churton, before she later moved into a cottage on the main high street in 

Aldford.  She found happiness later in life when she married again, to Frank Allman in 1936.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyne Cot 

Above right:   Author Mike 

Royden at Tyne Cot. 

Centre:  The panel 

showing the name of 

Wilfred Mayers (centre 

left). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarvin War Memorial 

Right:  The name of 

Wilfred Mayers recorded 

at the top of the panel. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth (White) 

Mayers and her 

second husband 

Frank Allman 

 

Below: Their home in 

Aldford (with the 

white gate) 

 



 

 
Service medal records for Wilfred Mayers 
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