Private 27947 Wilfred Mayers

7" Battalion, Prince of Wales Volunteers, South Lancashire Regiment

18911 1917

Wilfred was born in Tarvin, Cheslaiy the son of John and
CatherineKatebMayers in 1891. His fathedohn wasa farm
labourer and lived in theow of cottageson the south side of the
High Street at the far eastern end of the villaggy 1911,
Wilfred, now aged 20yas living inthehome of neighbourat

the other end of thligh Streetvillage grocer William
Gunnery, where he was employed as his delivery man.

When the war camé&Vilfred did not sign up immediately; he
may have beedissuadeds he was 5 feefd inches talljust an
inch and a quartamder the minimum height requirement. This
was soon relaxefibllowing the formation of th&€heshie
Bantamsregiment but in the meantiméVilfred had metand

! courtedElizabeth White of Churtorsister of the White brothers
who also servedndarerecorded among gse from Churtorwillage who did not return.

Wilfred andElizabethweremarried in TarvinParishChurch on28 April 1915, and their
daughter Irene was born the following year on 7 July 1916.

Once the height restriction was lowered, Wilfteazelled to
Chester where heolunteered on4Novembe 1915 He was
posted to tha 0" Battalion,South Lancashire Regimenmitially
in reserveand noimobilised until 7 Apil the following year
joining his regimenthree days latglandhaving grown a further
¥.inch since his Ist examination) After a period of training
mainly at Tidworth Campheleft for France or81 Augustl916,
posted to the"7Battalionof the same Regient. He saw action
immediately butreceived a
gunshot wound to theght
shoulderon 21 Octoberand was back on a boat to England
by the 29",

After a period of trement and recugration, Wilfred was
sent back to France @b January 1917Hopefully, he

had time to see his wife and new baby daughter while he
was home.

After returning to his postmin FranceWilfred was
moved north with his battalion to takeart in the Battle of
Messines Ridge in Belgiunand the Tird Battle of Ypres,
better known as Passchendaele.

Irene Mayerswith her aunt




The following extract is quoted froifhe Regiments The Great War 19148 by

Lt Col E J Downham MBE BA Dliwww.lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk/ttegimentsin-the-great
war-191418-3/)

Messines

Seven Lancashire battalions were involved in the carefuépared victory of Messines.

The battle opened early on the morning of 7th June when eighteen British mines were
exploded beneath the Messines Ridge #edattacking troops advanced up the slopes
behind a creeping barrage. On the first day of the offensive 19th Division made a
successful attack north of Wytschaete in which the 7th Battalions of the East Lancashires,
South Lancashires and Loyal North Lashires captured and held all their objectives
with few casualties. The plan went equally well further south along the ridge where 8th
South Lancashires and 8th and 9th Loyal North Lancashires, all in 25th Division, also
took their objectives with companraly little loss. 2nd South Lancashires were in reserve
during the capture of the ridge, but on 14th June the Battalion made a further advance to
capture the Ferme de la Croix, in the course of which Private William Ratcliffe earned a
Victoria Cross for harging alone to capture a German macigue. No fewer than 33

other gallantry medals were won on that day by the South Lancashires.

THE THIRD BATTLE OF YPRES
(6Passchendael ed)

Six weeks after the capture of Messines the main British offensive of 1917 opened in
Fanders. This battl e, better known as O6Passche
was launched on 31st July in torrential rain which turned much of the battlefield, its

drainage system destroyed by artillery, into a deadly swamp.The German defence

based on machinguns, sited in depth in strongpoints and concretebpikes, with

reserves concentrated for prompt cowatitack. To compound the horror, this battle saw

the first use of mustard gas. The offensive went on for three dreadful mamths a

involved 26 battalions of our Regimental predecessors.

Initially the British attack, with massive artillery support, made some progress. In the
centre the South Lancashire and Loyal North Lancashire TA battalions of 55th Division
captured all their obictives, but had to yield some of their gains in the face of heavy
counterattacks. Some two miles to their south 2nd East Lancashires, of 8th Division,
took their objectives on Westhoek Ridge and beat off three ceaittéeks, while further
south again ® East Lancashires and 10th Loyal North Lancashires of 37th Division and
the three 7th Battalions in 19th Division mounted diversionary attacks. The following day
2nd and 8th South Lancashires, both in 75th Brigade of 25th Division, relieved 8th
Division on Westhoek Ridge. Waigteep in mud and pounded by artillery, the endurance
of the two battalions over the next fortnight was truly herofén 20th22nd September
55th Division attacked again over the same ground as before. Resistance was fierce, but
1/5th South Lancashires captured the vital Hill 37 and stubbornly held it against
determined counteattacks.

By 24 September 1917 Wilfred was dkilled in action during the Pag®ndaeleoffensive.
His body, like thousands of others in this mostrifiorof battles, was never found, and his
name was recorded on the memorial panels at Tyne Cot cemetery.



Back home, his devastated whdizabethwith her infant daughtemoved back home to stay
with her mother in Churton, before she later moved into a cottagigeomain high st in
Aldford. She found happiness later in life when she married amakrank Alinanin 193%.
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Tyne Cot

Above right Author Mike
Royden at Tyne Cot

Centre: The panel
showing the name of
Wilfred Mayergcentre
left).




Tarvin War Memorial

Rght. The name of
Wilfred Mayergecorded
at the top of the panel.




Elizabeth (White)
Mayersand her
second husband
Frank Allman

Below: Their home in
Aldford (with the
white gate)
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Date of entry therein| |

Service nedal recorddor Wilfred Mayers

SOUTH LANC§ASaIRE REGT REGIMENT OR CORPS.

ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Victory Medal andfay British War Medal granted under Army Orders 266 & 301

145l 8,

of 1938,

‘ decorutions

of which the rolls are

() Pressated |
(b) Despatched by Post ‘
] (€) Taken into Si

/| RODAYAY. Ohristesher 74n_South Lanes. || o

26333 Pte 3

2nd South Lanos

| 26333

2nd South Lanos

268333

the regiment o Cor
| 50 5 tmibed on the medat.

-
2nd South Larcs |
‘ ; | zeies Pte

/.| SPINNER Benjamin

2/5th South Lanos |
26163 |
1/4th South Lanns\

26183

“YEBS Wilfred 2nd Scuth Lancs

27047 Pte

HEMARKS

7th Soutu Lancs
27947

; |
7th South Lencs |
Vernon 27284 Pte I {

L certify that according to the Official Liccords the individuals named in this ROLL are eutled o the Medal or Medals s detailed aboy
dul or Medals as detailed above,

for Off




Private 2794 /Wilfred Mayers

7" Battalion, Prince of Wales Volunteers,
South Lancashire Regiment
189171 1917

Complete War Record
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=

il /| W (o
PS> T

|5, What is your Trade or Calling?... oo b x
- _F‘B Are you Mamrried ? o e

J11. Are you willing to serve u‘on the following conditions provided His Majesty should so long

*ﬂ il z

wc. uaca_rz‘mou 10151148 (Em/l)

) Forma

iy — An{,y Form B. 2512.

AT HOME ‘
I SERVICE SHORT SERVIGE oard7No.

- oy

ATTESTATION OF 75
A0 W

x Queﬂtlons to be pua th

« What is your Name ? ...

. 1

3. Are you a British Subject? ... sos

4. What is your Age ? v oob 4id 1 wos

- - g

—

7. Tlave you ever served in any branch of Iis Majesty's | 7

l'ox'ces, naval or military, if so®*, which ?

148 Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated ? ., 8. W//.&/ ...... Coesiongrnenns ¥ e B
d fQ."A!;yOh. willing to be enlisted for General Service? ... 9. Wﬂf-/:-; A L e oeher
TN v .
10.’ Did yeu receive a Noticeéaud do you understand its 10 ( Name .oov v e Ceerisiiinainiens
meaning, and who gave it'to you ¢ el e * Y Corps i..iv..

require your sorvices ?

Tor the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all convenient
speed. You will be mquue(l to serve for one day with the Colours and the remainder of the
period in the Army Rescrve, in accordance with the provisions of the Royal Warrant dated
20th Oct., 1915, until such time as you may be called up by order of the Army Council. If
employ ed with Hospitals, depots of Mounted Units, or as a Clerk, etc., you may be retained
after the termination of hostilities until your services can be spmcd but such retention
shall in no case exceed six months,

7
I, e e W&/‘O do solemuly declare that the above answers made by me to4
the aboxg quesuon are true, and thdt I am willing to fulfil the enrrngementu made,

SIGNATURE OF

7 & Z1424)  Signature of Wity

OATH,TO BE TAKEN BY hluuturr 0\' ATTESTATION. s g
7—(/# y 4 C/Z oy D swear by Almxghty God, that

[ wnll be iult,lnlu.l and Jear true Allegiancgfo His Majesty King George the FKifth, His Heirs, and Successors, and
that I will, as in dut§ bound, honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, in Person, Crown,
and Dl"lllty against all enemies, and will observe and obe;" all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and of the
Generals and Officers set.over me. So help me God.

e CERTIFICATE OIF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.
The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above questions he

{woull be liable to be punished as provided i1 the Army Act.

The above questions were then read to viie Recruit in my presence,

“Ishave taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each quc~txon has b%) ent 1ed as

replied to, and the said it has made and signed the declaration and taken the oath before me at,
on this duy of

10/57
& . Signatwre of the Justice & d) MWA// @M
. ‘Joined fromu \ t

™ ol re
B8Oy

? 6 t Certificate of Approving Officer. 4
1 certify th tt testntxon of the above-named Recruit is correct, and properly filled up, and that the 1equne(|

If. enlisted by~ special authority, Army Form B. 203 (or other authority for the enlistment) will be attached to the
original attestation, @

el L P i

A lz,uta = 'h) MH 1918 19 —
i § w R }Appro_ving Oficer,

’(rlchAR Ri N aTo N

tThe siunature of the Apln‘ovlug Officefis t{ be aftixed in the presence of the llccruit.
%+ § Here insert the *“ Corps™ for which the Recruit has been enlisted.

forms appear to have been complied with. I accordingly approve, and appoint him tothej - o "2 0 L oo s of

« If 8o, the Recruit is to be asked the particulars of his former service, and to produce, if possible, his Certificate of Discharge and Cemﬂuu of Char-
acter, which should be returned to him conspicuously endorsed in red ink, ns follows, ur..—(Nume)
re-enlisted in the (Itegiment) on the (Date),
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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT ON ENLISTMENT. £, )

(To correspond with Entries on the Medical History Sheet.) $ z ’,
Applicable to all ranks.

St S *‘ v &
Name M@ %_,/{/M i L1 ; ; 5
" Apparent age 21 ) y’ E months. Height J feet_lgdlcs.\; '
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INFORMATION, SUPPLIED BY RECRUIT.
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L’i/&# _/{@M_ (/I{d.ttlons]up ﬁ %/ ﬁ 4

1 Particulars as to Marriage.

(a) Christian and Surname of Woman to wlom married, and whether spinster or widow. () Place and date of marriage, *
(¢) Present address. (d) Initials of Officer verifyiig entry.
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2. Campaigns ... [ . =
e (including Actious) l R
',,,: : 3. Wounded ... {
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boni ﬁ;‘pubhc despatches
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5. Medals, decorations \
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service o
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WAR OFFICE,

Effects—Form 118a.

PIE I D et 2
Any further communication on

this subject should be addressed IMPERIAL INSTITUTE,

| '] .
to:—
T GENICH. | &‘{:!6 g’ / M/ SouTH KENSINGTON,
Imperial Institute, I
i LONDON, S.W.17,

South Kensington
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; MMHIS ‘
E. |/ 4%‘4 QNL/ / / | (Accounts 4.)

2 Will you please note that any articles of personal property
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. 23 :“ﬂ to the late‘l&é_l‘} i G hoal |
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s : e e Ll 4 /J L

g s A ;
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Assistant Financial Secretary,
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W15953—H8574 250,000 '.vﬂ; HWV(P1616/3)

Any further Iew; ;" this From ///14/ C \/’Cl/a”/l/ M
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o, Army Form B.
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property of the late No.y ™) © " Rank PAC of the articles as stated opposite.
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and would ask that you will klndly acknowledge receipt of the same on . Yours faithfully, v 3

the form opposite :—

_cardr Lo D inso
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; The Officer i/c Records, N
These are the only articles at present forthcoming, but should any 7 i
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Date of promotion to present rank.

Extended {
Signature of Officer.
Report " ge, Record of promotions, reductions, ;-ns{u:. :u\n}ll-. Date of Remarks
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