
Private 295664 Herbert John Mellor 

London Regiment 10
th

 Battalion Royal Fusiliers 

1897 – 1918 

 
Herbert Mellor was born in January 1897 in Tilston village, just south-east of Farndon, the 

eldest son of Ambrose and Elizabeth Mellor.     Ambrose, and his father before him, were also 

Tilston men, and had worked all their lives as agricultural labourers on local farms.   After a 

short time working on David Kinsey’s farm in nearby Carden,  Ambrose returned to Tilston 

to settle down in Long Lane with his new wife Elizabeth Diggery, who came from the hamlet 

of Threapwood, five miles to the south on the Welsh border.  After the birth of eldest son 

Herbert, he was followed by brothers Phillip (1901) and Walter (1904), and sister Elizabeth 

(1912).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tilston 

Above: village green and the Carden 

Arms. 

Left:  Long Lane 

Below: Badge of the Royal Fusiliers. 



By 1911 Ambrose Mellor had broken ties with the 

village of his birth and moved his family (after the 

birth of Walter), a few miles north to Great Barrow, 

where he continued to work on a local farm.    

However, their stay there was a short one, and after the 

birth of Elizabeth, they moved to New Lane in 

Churton.   
 

When the war came, both Ambrose and son Herbert 

joined the army.  It is likely that Ambrose did not sign 

up until the upper age limit was lowered in the last year 

of the war, and this studio shot with his wife and 

toddler Elizabeth on his knee aged about five would 

suggest that was so.   The war records of both men no 

longer exist, so it is not possible to give a detailed 

resume of their service.    

 

After signing on for the Cheshires at Chester, Herbert 

was initially posted as a driver to the Royal Field 

Artillery (reg.no.736287) no doubt capitalising on his 

farming experience of using horses, but was later moved to the 4
th
 Battalion London 

Regiment (Royal Fusiliers), (attached to the 10
th
 Battalion Royal Fusiliers, reg.no.295664).   

In the latter stages of the war they were involved in the push forwards from Arras on the 

Cambrai road, when he lost his life on 25 August 1918 aged only twenty-one.    

His body was never found, and he was recorded on the memorial panels in Vis-en-Artois 

British Cemetery. 
 

Ambrose survived the war, returning home to his family.  He passed away in 1940 aged sixty-

six. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left:  The 4th Battalion 

(Royal Fusiliers) 



 

Vis-en-Artois Memorial 

Vis-en-Artois and Haucourt are villages on the straight main road from Arras to Cambrai 

about 10 kilometres south-east of Arras. Within the grounds of Vis-en-Artois British 

Cemetery, which is west of Haucourt on the north side of the main road, will be found the 

Vis-en-Artois Memorial. This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 men who fell in the 

period from 8 August 1918 to the date of the Armistice in the Advance to Victory in Picardy 

and Artois, between the Somme and Loos, and who have no known grave. They belonged to 

the forces of Great Britain and Ireland and South Africa; the Canadian, Australian and New 

Zealand forces being commemorated on other memorials to the missing. The Memorial 

consists of a screen wall in three parts. The middle part of the screen wall is concave and 

carries stone panels on which names are carved. It is 26 feet high flanked by pylons 70 feet 

high. The Stone of Remembrance stands exactly between the pylons and behind it, in the 

middle of the screen, is a group in relief representing St George and the Dragon. The flanking 

parts of the screen wall are also curved and carry stone panels carved with names. Each of 

them forms the back of a roofed colonnade; and at the far end of each is a small building.  

Herbert Mellor is recorded on this rear screen memorial.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Vis-en-Artois Memorial 



 
Vis-en-Artois Memorial 

Photos by the author on a visit in 2007. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Royal London Fusiliers 

Monument on Holborn, a 

memorial to Royal Fusiliers 

killed in World War I and 

World War II 

Service medal record for Herbert Mellor 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CENSUS RECORDS 
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With thanks to;  

John Gallagher 

(Churton War Memorial Committee) 


