John Foster Powell
18927 1918

JohnFoster Powellvasborn in the village oiGwersyit near Wrexham on the
Welsh border in 1892. He wdlse son of John Powellaminer, whose family
had lived in the area for many years, and his father before him, Rtbe
Powell, also worked in the local minfor much of his life In 1861 John

senior was livingn a cottage on Moss Hill in the village of Pentre Broughton,
where collierieswere centredin the Moss Valley belowBy 1870 John had
met and married his wifeSarahfrom the same villageand in 1873 their first
son, Thomas, was born followed by daughters, Mary (1876) and Margaret
(1877). In 1886, tragedy hit the Powell family when Sarah died. John, who
now had the lone responsibility of his three childremhile also working in

the local mine, was quick to remarry. Later that same year he married
Margaret Ann Edwardswho, like his mother (also called Margaretyvas a
native of Farndon.Two children soon arrivedjJohn Foster Powelh 1892,

and Gladys in 189

John now had a new wife, two young children, and now a change of
occupation in a new home.The family movedo Churton in 1901 where
they opened a grocerytsre, one of three shops clustered in and around the
courtyard of theRed Lion Inn, while yang John and his sister Gladys
attended Alford Primary School

In 1901 Johnseniordied, and his young sojnow aged fifteen,assisted his
mother in running the grocery business.
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Westminster Collieries, April 12th. 1921.
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Churton Village
Above: The Red Lion Inn

Left: Old Shop adjacent
to the Red Lion, now
demolished.




When the war ame, it is known that John Powell served his country and lost

his life, but at present it has not been possible preciselyidentify him on

the Commonwealth War Graves record, nor in the corresponding military

records fora SNIDA OS Y SRI f ZStmenyard peraionpapSda Sy f A

Research is continuing, but it [gossiblethat he is Private 30449 John Powell
of the 10" Welch Regiment, who was killed in action on"10uly 1916 in the
early days of the Battle of the Somme. His body was never found he is
commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing.

K 1380,

Service medal record fatohn Powell




in Memory of
Private

John Powell

30449, 10th Bn., Welsh Regment who died on 10 July 1216

Remembered with Honour
Thiepval Memonal

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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