The White Family Tragedy

A Churton family ripped apart by the Great War

At least four of the Churton White brothers went to war : eldest brother John served in the Grenadiers

Guards, George in the South Lancashire Regiment, Charles in the Army Service Cor ps, and Frank in the
Cheshire Regiment . Charles was highly decorated, being awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for

bravery. There were two more brothers; Frederick  who died aged five in 1894, and Arthur, who w as
known to be working oinChurowin 881 f g andwas probably still there in 1914, as he

was back living at home, now aged twenty . He may have been exempted as a farm worker. George,
Charles and Frank never returned home , all three dying in the war. Their brother -in -law, Wilfred

Ma yers, married to their sister Elizabeth, also died. Despite being hospitalised on three separate

occasions resulting from gunshot wounds, John alone survived and returned to his young wife and

child in Aldford village. This was a family ripped apart by the war, and th is their story.
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The Hrst World War was one girofound tragedy for the White family who paid a great price for the
contribution given by the sons of William and Jane White of Churtidn.other local family were
affected tosuch arextent T h e  Whvere avérg old Chton family, and although William had
been born in Waverton, 5 miles to the north, his father John was an agricultural labourer following
availablework on local farms bef@returning to the village of his birth in 187

In 1853 Johnhadlefthisfa her 6s house, married Margaret You
Huxley, where he had found work on a Ibfaam with a cottage. They soon started a family and
William was born in 185, followed bysistes Sarah in 1860Anna in 1863 and Mary in 1866 And

there they might have stayed, but sadly Margaret die840 &nd John returned to Churton with his
youngdaughters shortly afterward® seek support from his familySixteen year old Wilam

meanwhile, wasaken in by his uncle at Carden, a cougfieniles to the east of Churton village,
where he gave him empl oyment on hshomefoathenigh B
street inChurton where his father John hadhrried his new wifdane who came from theillage and

had a two yeaold daughter. In 1884Villiam married Jane Clubbé&om armotherold Churton

family, and moved into a cottage next to the White Horse Inn. William continued to work on a local
farm, while their family soon began to growith Johnbornin 1884, followed byGeorge(188),
Charleg(1887), Fred(1889), Annie (1891, Elizabeth(1893),Arthur (1894),Frank(1899), and May

(1903).

By 1901, Charles and George had left home to make their own way in the; i&@tadge now aged

16, was workingas a cowman on aeby Matthews farm at Barton, whii@harleshad learned to fend
for himself at an early age; as soon as he had left elementary school in Aldford, he was agoaking
servant at the house ofsiph Johnstone, a building merchainithels Bridge Farpalongside the
River Alyn, just inside the Welsh bordeHe was still onlyfourteen



The OIld White Horse, Churton

Ithels Bridge Farm
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T/23039 Driver Charles Henry White, 21° Field Ambulance, Army Service Corps
(1887-1918)

In April 1905, Charles White decided he needed to see what ¢
beyond the sleepyillage of Churtorand | i f e on F
Farm and travelled to Chester to sign on for the army on the &
15" no doubt influenced by his older brother John, who had .
done the same only eight months earliestill only 18, and at 5 i
feet 2 inches talhe was just under height for the main infantry.
so he was posted to the Army Service Corps, no doubt hoping -
grow a few inches while he was there. The Army Service Cis
was asectionof the British Army responsible for land, coastal
and lake transparair despatch, barracks administration, the
Army Fire Service, staffing headquarters' units, supply of fooq
water, fuel and domestic materials such as clothing, furniture
stationery and the supply of technical and military equipment
Recruits were mguired to be at least 5 feet 2 inches tall and co
enlist up to 30 years of agend were usuallyrained at
Al dershot. (It did not become O ROy a cor
Charles travelled to Manchester the followingdeyh e r e h e e n | ifubtime,candftear 2
years in reserve, and was posted to the Army Service Corps as a driver, a common posting for farm
labourers used to handling horséster a couple of weekin Manchesterhe was moved to Longford

on 4 May when he commenced his traig. On 25 September 190% was posted tGurragh Camp

in Irelandwhere he sperthe rest of his service

It was here that he got
himself into a spot of bother
T and not for the first timé
~ Charlie White was quite a
. character. From 2pm 0 3
Novemberl905 he was
absent without leaveintil he
handed himself it 4pm the
following afternoorto the
Royallrish Constabulary in
Swords, a town a few miles
N north of Dublin He was

1 dressed in civilian clothes. It
seems he had ditched his
uniform, as he waslso
charged with bei
of 18 articles of clothing and
Regi ment al neces
For this he wasConfined to Barracl® ordered to pay for the lost uniforend fined four dags pay.
It seems that Charles had had enoughrofy life and was pssibly on his way homéefore he
thought better of it. He was 40 miles north of the campay have beeheading for the small port of
Malahide, thinking that Dublin would be closely watchéteverthelesgpo his credithe returned to
face the musicard totake what was coming to him.

If that wasr@ enough, from April to June 190poor Charles was in hospital for 50 days with a severe
case of eczem@drequently caught off the horsesiNeverthelesd)ecomplete his full ternof army
serviceandon hs discharge his conduct sheet recorded,



060Conduct good, thoroughl ydumketness whole derviceecof twoa b | e
years. Groom- Accustomedgjoodcare of horsesind a good groomihas empl oy ment

On 14 April 1907 he was dischaed to the Army Reseryand returned to his family in Churtcand
to a life oflabouring on a local farm. He also turned out for the local football team, Churtoof F.C.
which a photograph still exisshowingCharles in the team

CHURTON F.C. 1910/11

Back (left to right): Harry Clubbe, Arthur Rowland, Laddie Salmon, J. Parker,

Arthur Gauterin, Tom Salmon, Geo. Clubbe, Sam Vincent; Middle: Charles

Gauterin, Dai Howard (Wrexham), Tom Parker, Tom Dutton, Jacky Thomas;
Front: Charlie White, Tommy Rowland, Billy Parker.

Whenthe warbroke out on the 4 August 1914, Charles was callemvaplays lateas part of the

Army Reserve then sent homt awaitfurther orders, which cantaroughon 5 Septembewhen he
was mobilised, leaving for France with the B.E.F. the following day oSt#8eAusalind. By 17
Septemberhe was posted to the 2Eield Ambulance.This was not a vehic)éut amobile front line
medical unit.This wasunderthecommand of a Division, and had special responsibility for the care of
casualties of one of the Brigadeghin the Division. Each Division had three Field Ambulatirets.

In turn, theField Ambulance was divided intbreeSectionsEach gction had Stretcher Bearer and
Tented subsections. The Field Ambulance was compoged officers and 224 mera Section also

had a SergeartgnDrivers andour officerés batmen attached from the Army Service Corps. Charles
White was part of this sectionThey had to be highly mobile, ready to advance or retlegendent

on the movements of the infantry they sogpd.

After several months in the fiel@harles Whitavas promoted to Acting Lance Corporal, the full rank
beingconfirmed on 8 May 1915. However, his new status was not to las@oddollowing a
misconducthargehe was demoted on 15 August 191%his was not the first time Charles would be
on a charge, and his conduct sheetase detailed than mostflecting thedifficult

time hehad duringwartime.



The old Mark V horse drawn
ambulance was soon replaced by
the modern motorised vehicles.




His first chargeresulting in his reduced rankas for being absemtithout leave;
0 Wh enractive service, absent frddmb5am 12 Aug 1915t o 15 August 191506

As the months passgitlis clear that Charles was a troubled soul, and in addition the hardship and
horrors of the war, he had a great deal on his mind alfeltdck homé his girlfriend Mary Ellen
Nicholson had given birth to their son Francis Nicboh in Chester on 22 March 1915.

Later that year he again found himself on a charge after reporting late for morning duty, which was
then exacerbated after heacted to his Serge@nteprimand,;

When on active servige
1. Absent from stables from 6.8én to 7.5 am
2. Using insubordinate language to a section Sergeant 27 Oct 1915

For this he wagiven seven dayBield Punishment No,1a
common punishmeni the Briish armies during World War it
had been introduced in 1881 following the abolition of flogging,
and a commanding officer could award field punishment for up f
28 days, while a court martial could award it for up to 90 days.
convicted soldier waglaced in fettegand handcuffs and attached
to a gun wheel or a fence post, for up to two hours per day. In
early part of the wathe soldier also had to have his arms stretct
out and the legs tied togethgiying rise to Tommiesicknamingit
&rucifixion@ This was applied for up to three days out of four,
to 21 days total. There were punishment camps set up behind tf
lines, but if the battalion was on the mpvwewould be carried out
by the unit itself. The soldier was also subted to hard labour
and loss of payDuring World War ] Field Punishment Number
One was issued by the British Army on&I0 occasions|It was
eventually abolished in 1923

Yet despite this humiliating punishment, Charles was in trouble agdyntwo wesks later,
his charge sheet stating,

When on active service
Irregular conduct: fighting in the Horse Lines 14 Nov 1915

For this,his previougpunishmentvas tripled andthis timehe was giver21 Days Field Punishment
No.1

Over new year 1915/1€hates was given leayand he headed home on 28 December. He was due
back on 3 January, bthis wasextendedo 11Januaryl916 as he wasnarried on &anuaryo Mary

Ellen Nicholson at Chester Record OfficeMary& addressvasthe London Bridge Hel, Chester,
where she was probably employed and living in, rather than staying as altyedstilding survives

on the Rows in Bridge Street, but no longer as a hotel.

Yet, despitehis previous record,he was again absent without leave frdrham 26 April 1916 to

6 pm 4 May 1916 hadhe returned late fromisiting his new family, not being able to leave for the
horrors of the Front? The reason was not recorded. Habwadeached the end of the line with his
immediate commanding officer. Matters had nowetak serious course and Charles now had to face
acourtmartial He was found guiltgnd sentenced to 6 months imprisonment without hard labour on

17 May, but only tte following weekon 23 Mayhe wasadmitted tchospital with appendicitidefore

being reurned to duty on 2 June. While he was incapacii#itede may have been sosynpathy

shown for himi or maybe a desperate need for drivers considering the Battle of the Somme was only ¢
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month away, but his sentence was susperatatihe was ordered to
return to his base when he had recovered.

Charlessurvived the horrors of the Somme and the winter of 119716
until he went AWOLyetagain, this time for 10 days betwegén
February and7 Felvuary 1947. He wasagainfound guilty on 9 March
and sentenakto one year in prison Charles clearly had to be
punished and he was racking up the offenc¢dsut although he was y/°%
AWOL, he always returned. Blabsences were obviously not good ft g Ty
discipline, but there must have been an element of sympathy again -

he was returned to duty on 19 Mardhmonths of his sentence was ;

remitted and theremainingé months suspended 80 March Instead

he was trasferred out of the Field Ambulance, and the regiment, an =
posted to the®*1Border Regimenmnearby orthe Sommewith

immediate effect. The army needed every man they could get and there was not much point in jailing
a man for a yedor what wasin reality, taking an extra few days leave, probably to be with his young
family, when he was otherwise a gasmldier. His career went back to 1905, maybe he had reached a
point where he actually wanted to fight with the ranks and prove himself with the men, rather than
driving ambulances for the rest of the wdbriver T/23039 Charles White was now Private 349

Charles White of the®*iBorder Regiment and was Etaplesby 8 April 1917, for a period of training

and recuperation behind the ling29™ Division, 87" Brigade, £' Border Regiment]

The Border Regiment saw a great deal of action gurBil#18. During 1917, they wre involved in
the defence of Arras and the Third Battle of Ypres. The war diary notes the following movements;
First Battle of the Scarpe 9-14 Apr 1917, including the capture Monchy le Preux and the
Wancourt Ridge.
Second Bat# of the Scarpe 23-24 Apr 1917, includinghe capturef Guemappe and Gavrelle.
Battle of Langemarck 16-18 Aug 1917.
Battle of the MenirRoad  20-25 Sep 1917.
Battle of Polygon Wood 26 Sep3 Oct1917.
Battle of Broodseinde 4 Oct 1917.
Battle of Poelcappelle 9 Oct 1917.
The tank attack 20-21 Nov 1917.
Capture of Bourlon Wood 23-28 Nov1917.
German counter attacks 30 Now3 Dec 1917.

Despite his pr evaqualitesas t soldialihgehsese ca@pamnereaecdynised
again when he regained his rank of Lance Corporal on 27 October 1917.

The O6tank at t ac kbdveareraefereBeeta thd Battle oMZarobdai, which was fought
in November/Decemberdl7, andproved to be a significant event in World War Ofidis was the
first battle in which tanks were used massgtogether wittheavy artillery and air poweWhile
Passchendaele wasll being foughin Belgium Douglas Haig approved a plan &ké on the
Germans by sweeping round the back of Cambrai and encircling the tonvduid see the dland
newtogether- cavalry, air power, artillery and tanks that would be supported by infa@ambrai
wasstraegically importantas it contained aailhead and before it lagheformidableHindenburg Line

- a defensive position in which the Germavese solidly dug inThe plan included an attack on the
Hindenburg Line and the use of three cavalry divisions that would enttiectewn thus cultting it off.
Not everyone was convinced, especially as the tanks had yet to prove their worth.

The attack started at 06.20 on November 20th Betitook the enemy by surprise. Following an
intense artillery attack on the Hindenburg LiBB0 British taks advanced across the ground
supported by infantryboth were assisted by an artillery rolling barrage that gave them cover from a
German counteattack. The bulk of the initial attack went wéil.some areas the Allies quickly
gainedmore than five nies and @mpared to the gains made at battles like the Somme and Verdun,
such a distance was astonishing.
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Charles was directly involved in the action, and\\aer reported for his heroics. Furthermane, i
l i ght of Ch kieuteriarg GatonebA:J&ENise D.S/Q., commander of th® Biigade
confirmed the dllowing order,

Remission of Suspended Sentence on 16 December 1917

The Brigade Commanderabremittedthe Suspended Sentence on N.34931 Private C.H.
White, F'K.O.S. Borderers*, for the following gallantry:

A At Mar coi ng, "owvhen the enenmylwere maRifly a determined effort to
outflank our troops, Lance Corpl. White, on his owrtiative, led his Lewis Gun team
round on to the exposed flank and brought heavy fire to bear on the enemy, so checking
their advance. Whilst doing this, he was shot at close range in the ankle, but continued to
fight until the strong point had been taken.

[*This was incorrect, Charles was with the Border Regiment, not the King's Own Scottish Bdrderers

As Charliebs participat i o,hewascaridd backbahind thedined a d
and hisguntshot wound to the legas treated by thg4 Field Ambulance, before being ferried across
to hospital in Rouen on the west coast by 6 Decembemwadgatched up arzhck with his battalion

a week later on the 13

At the start of the year, Charlie was given nensl1 Januargf the confirmabn of theaward of the
Distinguished Conduct Medal for his gallantry on the first day of the Battle of Cambrai;
The official citationread,;

34931 L/Cpl. C.H. WHITE (Chester)

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When the enemy made a dledati@mpt to
outflank our troops he led his Lewis gun team to the exposed flank and brought heéwmbéee

on the enemy, checking their advance. Though badly wounded, he remained in action until ordered
to leave the firing line. He showed greatiage and determination.

[The Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) was (until 1993) an
extremely high level award for bravery. It was a second le
military decoration awarded to other ranks of the British Army a
formerly also to noftommissioned persoeh of other

Commonwealth countrieslt was the first official medal award tc
recognise an act of gallantry in the field by a member of the arr
forces who was below the rank of officer. It was titeer ranks'

equivalent of the Distinguished Service Qrfle

[Also of note- Lieutenant General Thomas D'Oyly Snow, commander of
the British VII Corps to the south of Cambrai was the ggeaat
grandfather of broadcaster and historian Dan Snow, the patron of the
Churton War Memorial campaign.]

Charlie White lad certainly proved his worth, and to his
superior officerswho no doubt had faith in his qualities as a
soldier, despite his misdemeanours.

Referringagainto the Battalion war diary, the Border
Regiment vasinvolved in the following actions durint918:

Battle of Estaires 9-11 Apr 1918, includinghe first
defence of Givenchy.

Battle of Messines 10-11 Apr 1918.

Battle of Hazebrouck 12-15 Apr 1918jncluding the
defenceof the Hinges Ridge and the Niepperest.
Battle of Bailleul 13-15 Apr 1918, including




thedefence ofNeuve Eglise.

First Battle oliKemmel
Advance in Flanders

17-19 Apr 1918.
18 Aug6 Sepl918.

Actions of Outtersteene Ridge 18 Aug 1918

It is likely that Charles was invodd with mostif not all of the above (detailed movements are not
recorded on his personal recordf)is also likely that he was involved at the Actions@fittersteene
Ridge(about 10 miles directly east of St Omigm 18 Aug 1918 in the final push tugh Flanders.
It is also likely that it was in this action that he was severely wounded in the leg on 22 August.

Charles was taken tbhe No0.9 British Red Cross Hospital St Omer, wherbedied later that day, his

deat h

Theinitial notification home by telegrammd vi s e d

of f i ciDaetl éfwoundereceivedlirattiod s 0

t hat Charl

es theas

6dai

hospitalclearly not expecting him to recovend the following telegram was received only hours later

thatsame day;

From the Officer Commanmayg the9th British Red Cross Hospital in St Omer;

@Reports 22 August 1918, Died 22.8.18 34931 L/Cpl C.H.White 1 Border Regt GSW thigldright
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At the end of October, Charles possessions were sent Hidmestandard letter to the rief kin,
listing the enclosed belongings of the deceased soldier, always looks very sad and pathetic, and the

note to Mary Ellen was no different. Among the belongings were,

0 Wa | dardst photosreligious book,medal ribbonscap badge cigarette cas strapand bag,

rosaryand fal se teeth. 6

By the end of the waMary Ellenhad moved out of the London Hotel and was living in 2 Stanley
Street on the corner of Watgate Street, still in Chestdyutnow having to bring uperyoung three

year old sa alonge who had seen his father only a couple of times before his death.

Charles was buried ibonguenesséSt Omer) Souvenir Cemeteign the southern outskirts of St.

Omer, on the main Abbeville road(St. Omer was the General Headquarters of thésBrit

Expeditionary Force from October 1914 to March 1%& became eonsiderable hospital centas

the war progressed. There are around 3,000 burials, mostly of men who had died in the hospitals of S
Omeyp. Charle®name was recorded on the Aldfortlicch memorial plaque in the hamlet where he

went to school.
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In Memory of
Lance Corporal

C H White

DCM
34931, 1st Bn., Border Regiment who died on 22 August 1918

Husband of Mary Ellen White, of 2, Stanley St., Chester.

Remembered with Honour
Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Sergeant7621George White, 6th (Service) Battalion South Lancashire Regiment

(188-1915)

Af ter George had spent Farnmenearlsy Batonf he mayhdwm y o0 n
stint in the Armylike his brothes Charlesand Johnas hewas already at the rank of Sergeant at a very
early stage of the waiThe service records of George no longer existwh#n the war began he was
listed n the6th (Service) BattalionSouth Lancashire Regimehtymed at Warrington in August 1914
as part of Kitchener's First New Armyt would beunlikely that he would be in this battalion if he was
in reserve, unless he was there to help train new tecriihe 6ttwere soormoved to TidwortHor
training under command of 38th Brigade in 13th (Western) Dividiwar the end of Februarhe
Division concentrated at Blackdown in Hampshire, with the 6th East Lancashires at Alma Barracks.
By June they wiee readyand siled from Avonmouthheading for théVlediterranean

In October 1914Turkey, whose empire then stretched from the Persian Gulf to the Balkans, joined the
Central Powers. The Allies were tryingtakethe Dardanelleto ensure control thrgi to the Black

Sea and open an Easté&ront,but like on the Western Fronthey wereswiftly involved in trench

warfare made additionally difficult by Turkish possession of the commandirghtssabove the beach

and shore positions.
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Of courseGallipoli has becme synonymous with the ANZACS, the Australian addw Zealand

Army Corps, whosuffered terrible losses the futile, ninemonth campaigrhut therewere thousands
of British soldiers also involvedGe or ge 0 s

battal.i

on

| a nH lefdre a t

moving to Mudros on 4 July to prepare for beach landifigng infantry landed on Cape Helles

between the 6th and 16th July to relieve 29th Division. They returned to Mudros at the end of the

month, and the entire Division landed at ANZAC Coveneen the 3rd and 5th AugustGeorge was
now in the thick of the action of the Gallipoli Campaidfhree days latesn 8" August, in their first

major battlet h e

6t h South

Lancashires

wi t h-link bféhe h

Al

Gu

vital Sari Bair ridge. This success, which could have resulted in victory on Gallipoli, was not exploited
or even supporte@dnd eventual retirement was inevitabkgerce fighting followedin which the

battalions were overwhelmed and almost wiped out, lasiradj 41 officers and around one thousand

five hundred men.

The survivors of the 6th Battalion then held a sector of the Suvla front in appalling weathdney
were evacuated at the end of the year, among the last to leave being a detachm&auth the
Lancashires commanded by Captain Clement Attlee, the future Prime Minister.

All would be evacuated to Mudros in the mass retreat of December 1915, severely depleted due to a
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Howeer, George was not among thef@onditions were not good on the beaches, both militarily and
regards sanitation. George became very ill and was brought off the beach head but he died of
dysentery on 8 August 1915. He was broumgukto the British basat Alexandria in Egypwhere

he was interred inChatby Military and War Memorial Cemetery (originally the Garrison cemetery)
the eastern side of the cityHis name is also recorded on the Aldford church memorial plaque.
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The Landing of the Lancashires at Gallipolif' {}

Landings at Cape Helles

Left: Boat carrying the
Lancashire Fusiliers to the
landing beach
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