CODDINGTON
Remembering the Fallen of the First World War

Captain HUGH ALDERSEY
10th (Shropshire & Cheshire Yeomanry) Battalion, King’s Shropshire Light Infantry
Died 10 March 1918

2nd Lieutenant MARK ALDERSEY
1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment
Died November 1917

2nd Lieutenant RALPH ALDERSEY
Cheshire Regiment

Wounded in Action - Survived
The Aldersey brothers, Hugh, Mark and Ralph, sons of Hugh Aldersey of Aldersey
Hall, all served as officers in the First World War. Tragically both Hugh and Mark
were killed in action, but Ralph, although wounded survived the war and
returned to the family home. They are remembered in a memorial prominently
sited on the main road through the village of their birth, and one their family
gave their name to. The Aldersey’s were the main landed gentry in the area
owning the manorial estates of Lower Spurstow, Aldersey and Handley, while
residing at the family seat of Aldersey Hall.
In fact, their land ownership in the area can be traced back to the thirteenth century, when the
Aldersey family had held half the manor of Aldersey (a moiety) since 1281/82, and eventually
purchased the other half in the seventeenth century. In addition, the family owned the estate of
Lower Spurstow, which had been acquired through marriage, and was the usual residence of the
family in the 16th and 17th centuries. Aldersey Hall was rebuilt and altered over the years, and a new
square planned mansion, replacing an earlier house, was erected in 1805 and altered soon after in
1811.
Hugh Aldersey senior, born 2 February 1858, was the son of Thomas Aldersey (1830-1899) and Rose
Sidney Blomfield (1834-1887). He was baptised on 28 February 1858 at Coddington, his father
being the local squire of Aldersey Hall, with its ten servants, and living off the income of his estates,
as well as becoming High Sheriff of Cheshire February 1862.

Above: Engraving of Aldersey Hall from Twycross' Mansions of England, 1850
Below: Aldersey Hall in the early 20th century

It is understood that there was an extensive collection of family
portraits of the Aldersey family in the Hall, from Thomas
Aldersey founder of the Aldersey Grammar School, Bunbury,
painted in 1588, to Samuel Aldersey, High Sheriff of the County
in 1816 and 1830.
According to John Martin Robinson in ‘A Guide to the Country
Houses in the North West’, “ In 1811, the exterior was stuccoed
and a stone porch with pairs of unfluted Doric columns added.
The interior contained an 18th Century timber staircase with
elegant turned balusters and the entrance hall had a frieze with
ox skulls and a screen of Tuscan columns at the back. The dining
room had a screen of Corinthian columns and frieze with
wreaths.”

Andrew Lamberton, Lost Houses around Nantwich

Soon after the outbreak of WWI, the Hall was
taken over by the Misses Cornelius-Weeler and
used as a training centre for women in the lighter
branches of horticulture and agriculture. There was
accommodation provided for fifteen resident
students and courses covered cookery, fruit and
vegetable preservation, floral art and landscape
gardening, as well as horticulture.
Apparently, in the gardens, there was one of the
finest cedar trees in the country and also an oldfashioned walled garden. The Hall was still in use
as an agricultural school in 1939 but was
requisitioned during the Second World War. It was
returned to the family in poor condition, and was
demolished c.1958. Two lodges and two sets of
gate piers are all that remain.
A small housing development now occupies the
site amid derelict parkland. The Aldersey family
carried the estate continuously in the male line
from the Middle Ages until 1976.
Andrew Lamberton, Lost Houses around
Nantwich.

Above: Newspaper advert from 1936.
Below: Aldersey Hall and estate in 1895.
The Crook is also shown in Coddington,
bottom left.

Hugh senior was sent to Moseley Academy in Kings Norton, followed by Eton, and then on to Trinity
College, Oxford. He was admitted to Lincoln’s Inn in 1879. On 3 April 1888, Hugh married Evelyn
Royds, the daughter of Francis Coulman Royds, who was the Rector of Coddington, which made him
he brother-in-law of Lieutenant Frank Massie Royds R.N., who had been killed at the Battle of El Teb
four years earlier (see article on the Coddington War Memorial website).
Hugh and Evelyn moved into The Crook, Aldersey, a neighbouring farm to Aldersey Hall, and their
first son, Hugh junior, was born on 28 December 1888 and baptised at Coddington Church by his
maternal Grandfather on 3 February 1889. The following year, their second son, Ralph, was born on
20 March 1890, and the third son, Mark, was born in October 1897.
Hugh senior became a J.P. for Cheshire and was also well known in the world of horticulture,
winning several medals from the RHS, mainly for sweet peas and daffodils. By 1899, his father
Thomas had died, and Hugh and his family moved into Aldersey Hall. The 1901 Census reveals that
Hugh, Evelyn and son Mark were living there, along with ten servants fulfilling all their needs from
Butlers, Housemaids and Cooks to Coachmen and Nursery Maids. Meanwhile, Hugh junior and
Ralph were attending Dobie’s Preparatory Boarding School in Hillside Road, Heswall; a school that
had been built in 1893 ‘for the education of the sons of gentlemen’ (and where William Gladstone,
grandson of the Prime Minister attended). Mr Dobie was the Headmaster.

Census 1891 – Aldersey Hall and The Crook

Census 1901 – Aldersey Hall

Census 1911 – Aldersey Hall

Dobie’s Preparatory Boarding School in Hillside Road, Heswall, later known as Moorland House

Hugh Aldersey
On leaving Dobie’s, Hugh followed in his father’s footsteps by going on to Eton and Trinity College,
Cambridge, where he was admitted as a pensioner (a paying student) on 25 June 1907, and received
his B.A. in 1908. Three years later at the age of twenty-two, Hugh was back at Aldersey Hall with his
parents, his occupation now being a ‘Land Agent’. (It is likely that Hugh also studied as a post
graduate in horticulture at the University of Reading as he is recorded on the University War
Memorial).
In 1908, the new Territorial Army was formed from the
Yeomanry and the numerous volunteers forces across the
country. Yeomanry officers were drawn from the nobility
or the landed gentry, and many of the rank and file were
the officers' tenants or had other forms of obligation to
the officers. Hugh joined the Cheshire (Earl of Chester’s
Own) Regiment on 1 February 1911 where he was given a
commission of Second Lieutenant, and was based at their
Chester headquarters in the Old Bank Buildings in
Eastgate Street, Chester. After two years, Hugh resigned
his commission on 4 October 1913, to take up a position
as a Land Agent in Sutton Ferrybridge, Yorkshire, but
when war was declared on 4 August 1914, the Territorials
were immediately mobilised. He re-enlisted as a Second
Lieutenant on 26 August 1914.

During this time the 1st Cheshire Yeomanry remained in Chester, serving as part of the Welsh Border
Mounted Brigade in the mounted division, and Hugh was made an Acting Lieutenant in June 1915.
In November that year they converted to a dismounted unit. They were then sent to Norfolk for
training and were in Lowestoft when they received orders to embark for Egypt on the transport ship
Haverford on 3 March 1916. The journey took twelve days and they eventually disembarked in
Alexandria on 15 March becoming part of the 4th Dismounted Brigade at the Beni Salama Camp. On
18 April 1916 the Cheshire Yeomanry entrained at Wardar and moved to Minia Lower Camp, and
towards the end of May two officers and thirty-five other ranks were posted to join the 6th Imperial
Camel Corps. The following month at Salamut (south west of Cairo) Acting Lieutenant Aldersey was
given orders, with an attachment, to guard the light railway during its construction. He carried out
this monotonous and unpleasant task for more than five weeks and, according to records, appeared
to have endured the task well!
The following year the 1st Cheshire Yeomanry merged with the 1/1st Shropshire Yeomanry to form
the 10th Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry Battalion. The Shropshire name took precedence in the
title as they had been formed a few months earlier than the Cheshire Yeomanry in 1797. Hugh was
transferred as a Subaltern (Lieutenant) to No 2 Company, they then moved to Palestine where they
joined several other battalions to become the 74th Yeomanry (‘Broken Spur’) Division. Here they
saw action, taking part in the Second and Third Battles of Gaza (July – November 1917) and the
Battle of Beersheba. After this came a successful capture of Jerusalem from the Turks and the
regiment stayed on to defend the city until December 1917. Hugh had taken over No 2 Company
on a couple of occasions when their Commanding Officer was on leave.
On 7 March 1918 Hugh was one of the commanders leading the Battalion. The plan was to advance
the line sufficiently north to deny the enemy the use of the roads and tracks leading into the Jordan
Valley. The next evening the march forward began out of the wadi with the objective of taking the
Selwad defences. Despite coming under intensive shelling, Selwad was taken in the early hours of 9
March.
The next objective was the Burj el Lisaneh ridge, close to Tel ‘Asur, over 3,000 feet in height and
separated from Selwad by the Wadi Nimr. The attack began at 0115 on 10th March and the
enemy’s defences were reached at about 0300. Fierce hand-to-hand fighting ensued, with counter
attacking by the Turks, but they were eventually repulsed. The capture of Burj el Lisaneh was a fine
and strategic achievement and was recognized as such at the time.

The Cheshires in
Gaza 1917

The Battle Lines around Selwad 1917/18

The Battalion however had paid a heavy price for its victory. According the History of the Cheshire
Yeomanry:
‘Captain Hugh Aldersey, commanding No 2 Company, exposing himself fearlessly as he
rallied his men during the first counter attack had been killed outright. He had the
confidence and respect of his men.’

Captain Aldersey was buried in the Jerusalem War Cemetery, Israel, with the inscription
‘He died as he had lived, doing his duty’.

At home, Captain Hugh Aldersey has been remembered on a number of memorials.

Trinity College War Memorial, Cambridge University

Reading University
There is both a Book of Remembrance and a wall mounted memorial

ALDERSEY Hugh Captain, 10th Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry, King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, killed in
action 10th March 1918 age 29. Son of Hugh and Evelyn Aldersey of Aldersey, Cheshire. Buried at Jerusalem War
Cemetery, Israel.

Brotherton War Memorial, Near Sutton Ferrybridge, Yorkshire

Hugh is remembered on the memorial at St Edward’s Church, Brotherton in Yorkshire, which is
where he was employed as a Land Agent prior to the start of the war.

Coddington Church Memorial
In addition to being recorded on the village memorial plaque inside St Mary's Church,Coddington, the Adersley family
church), the family also had mounted on the wall a nowy-headed rectangular Marble Tablet inscribed;

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
HUGH ALDERSEY
CAPTAIN - THE CHESHIRE YEOMANRY
ELDEST SON OF
HUGH & EVELYN ALDERSEY, OF ALDERSEY
BORN DECEMBER 28th 1888
KILLED IN ACTION IN PALESTINE ON MARCH 10th 1918
"HE DIED AS HE HAD LIVED
DOING HIS DUTY"

Aldersey Village Memorial
Perhaps the most impressive of the memorials is the village pump shelter erected on Aldersey Lane,
Aldersey Green, by the family in memory of both of their sons. The shelter is now a Grade II listed
building.
Inscription
IN MEMORY OF TWO GALLANT GENTLEMEN OF ALDERSEY
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR KING AND COUNTRY
IN THE GREAT WAR
1914 - 1918

Mark ALDERSEY
2nd Lieut Cheshire Regt
killed in action in France
on Nov 1st 1917
aged 20 years & 2 days

Hugh ALDERSEY
Capt Cheshire Yeomanry
killed in action in Palestine
on March 10th 1918
aged 29 years

O God to us may grace be given
to follow in their train.

Mark Aldersey
Mark Aldersey was the youngest of Hugh and Evelyn’s sons, born in
1897. Like his brothers, he too went to Moorland School, Heswall
(previously Dobies where, according to another pupil, the highlight of
the education there was the Saturday afternoon roller skating in the
gym!) followed by Eton from April 1911 until August 1915. From
there he went straight to the Royal Military College at Sandhurst for
officer training. The usual 18 month training course at Sandhurst had
now been condensed to a short course of three months purely
military training following the outbreak of war. This greatly reduced
Course of Instruction was established for the purpose of commissioning as many officers as possible
in the shortest possible time to meet the shortage of officers in the British Expeditionary Force at
the outbreak of war.
A shortage of ammunition for the rifle the cadets were using (the Lee Enfield) meant they had to
use a cheaper and less effective model for training which, of course, resulted in the fact they were
training with a weapon they would not actually use in battle. The same applied to the Vickers guns.
It became obvious that this was not long enough to provide adequate training and the course was
lengthened to six months, eight by the time Mark arrived, and eventually twelve months at the start
of 1918. Information received by the RMC regarding German machine guns, gas warfare, etc., were
quickly adapted to include the most up to date information for the cadets to ensure they were as
well prepared as they possibly could be. By March 1916, large scale battalion level manoeuvres
were once again undertaken by the cadets which highlighted a number of valuable lessons.
Following the family tradition, Mark joined the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment as a Second
Lieutenant. By March 1916, the 1st Battalion, with Mark as a serving officer, took over a section in
the front line on the southern edge of Vimy Ridge, close to Arras. They spent the winter of 1916
near Festubert, and in Spring 1917 were involved in the Battle of Arras which, although considered
to be a British success as much important ground had been won, the town of Arras had been
relieved and munitions had been captured, was at great cost, with more than 100,000 British
soldiers out of action due to injury or death.
Their Medical Officer J M Forsyth said this of the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment:
‘Except in the retreat of 1914, this can be said of the First Battalion of the Cheshire
Regiment, they only failed once in an objective and they never lost a trench. Falling out on
the line of march was a crime unknown, sudden death was the only excuse accepted. Trench
feet was as great a crime as cold feet. There are no recorded cases of either. Grousing was
never heard in the line, but very frequently in billets. If you wanted to see a real Cheshire
grin, in mud, sleet and heavy barrage all you had to say was ’Rum’. Mud was the worst
enemy of the men but it never defeated them. Daily rations never failed to reach he front
line, barrage or no barrage, hot meals at least once a day. During the whole war the
Battalion was never out of line for any period exceeding one month and once held a sector
for 42 days (Ypres 1915) and without a bath!’

1917 saw further action for the 1st Battalion at the Battle of Broodseinde and the Battle of
Poelcappelle in October, the latter of which marked the end of a highly successful string of Allied
attacks. Poelcappelle is about 5 miles north-east of Ypres and was a strongly fortified German
position which the British struggled to take during the Third Battle of Ypres or Passchendaele as it is
often known. The village was finally taken on 22 October 1917 and the operation to take the village

included the use of what was known as a "Chinese attack", where dummy figures were raised above
the trenches to fool the Germans as to where the attack would actually take place.
Poelcappelle just after the war

By the end of the month, the
Canadians, supported by other
regiments, advanced across the
flooded Ravebeek river and
they reached the outskirts of
Passchendaele on 30 October
and after extensive British
barrages took the village on 6
November.
The diary of the 1st Battalion
Cheshire Regiment shows this
for 1 November:
Ridge Wood – Battalion proceeded to trenches under the Command of Lieut-Colonel M W
Halford. Left Ridge Wood at 3.30pm and marched to Bedford House where tea was issued.
Battalion moved off again for front line in relief of 12th Gloucester Regiment. The relief was
completed with practically no casualties but unfortunately 2nd Lieutenant JH Musker and 2nd
Lieutenant M. Aldersey and an NCO of the party who went forward to reconnoitre our
position were killed.

Bedford House was originally called Château Rosendal. It was located just south of Ypres and had
large grounds including woodlands, lakes and a number of outbuildings and was used by the British
as headquarters, field ambulances and burial sites. It is now a military cemetery. The medal card
records that Mark did not enter the theatre of war until 22 October 1917. If that is the case (and we
no longer have his war record to confirm his movements), he was only in the battle zone for eleven
days before he lost his life. It was two days after his twentieth birthday.

Tyne Cot Memorial
The body of Mark Aldersey was
never recovered.
His name was
recorded on the Tyne Cot Memorial
near Ypres in Belgium. Tyne Cot is
the largest Commonwealth War
Graves Cemetery on the Western
Front with 11,953 burials, but the
Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing
bears the names of almost 35,000
officers and men whose graves are
not known. Mark’s name is on this
memorial on panel 61 dedicated to
the memory of men of the Cheshire
Regiment.

Above: Pupils of The
Whitby High School,
Cheshire, on a visit to
Tyne Cot during a four
day tour of the
Battlefields, led by
Farndon resident Mike
Royden. They are
paying their respects to
the men of the Cheshire
Regiment recorded on
the panels behind them.
Second Lieutenant Mark
Aldersey is recorded on
the centre panel above,
and the bottom left on
the close up shown left.

Above: Tyne Cot. The Cheshire Regiment memorial panels are contained within
the circular structure to the bottom left. Below, some of the 12,000 graves.

Medal Records

Ralph Aldersey
Ralph, who had left Dobie’s prep school for Eton, decided it was not for him and ran away,
eventually enrolling at Radley College, Oxford in 1904, before going on to post-graduate studies in
horticulture at Reading University. Ralph then went on to start a horticulture business at
Kingsbridge in Devon.
On the outbreak of war in 1914, he also joined the Cheshire Regiment, serving in the 2nd Battalion,
rising to the rank of Captain and being wounded twice. He was also Mentioned in Despatches.
After the war, he returned to Aldersey Hall and resumed his horticultural career. He was elected a
Fellow of the Land Agents' Society and became a Justice of the Peace in 1936. He married twice;
firstly on 30 April 1927 to Emilia Rachel Loftus, with whom he had four children; Michael
Aldersey (b. 1928, later of Aldinga, Keith, South Australia), Hugh Aldersey (b. 1931, later of Mount
Waverley, Australia), Primula Aldersey (1930-67), and Rose Aldersey (b. 1934).
His wife Emilia died in 1948, and he married again, to his former secretary, Beatrice Maude Stonor,
on 8 January 1949, with whom he had a son, William Ralph Aldersey, born on 14 March 1950. After
being educated at Oswestry School, he married Shiela Griffiths on 21 February 1975, and had two
sons, Nicholas James Aldersey (1981), and Charles William Aldersey (1982).
His second wife, Beatrice, died in 1997.
Ralph inherited the Aldersey Hall estate from his father in 1930, but first let it out, then had it
demolished at the end of the 1950s. He retained the estate and lived at The Crook in
Coddington. The estate was sold sometime after his death on 12 December 1976. A small
modern housing estate is now located on the former site of the Hall.
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