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Brigadier GeneraRoger Henry MassieBCMG

RoyalGarrison Artillery
Died 23February 1927

Major John Hamon MasSIBSORGA

Royal Garrison Artillery
Died 15November 1914

TheMassies of Catington can trace their family line back to thdth centuryandhave
been closely associated with thelitary since Edwardtiie fifth child ofeighteenchildren
to John Massie and Anne Grosvenfmught as an officer in th@vil War. Supjprting the
king initiall, then fighting long and hard for the parliamentary causegaineda seat in
parliament but waslater imprisoned forsidingagainst Cromwell. He escaped to Holland
where he realigned himself with th&oyalist cause. On his retuto England he fought at
the Battle of Worcester receiving severe wounds. He was captured but agaking his
escape this time to Irelandvhere he died and was buried at AbbeyLeix. The record of
subsequent generations is large and complicated andatttisle concerns gelf only with
Roger Henry Massie, John Hamon Massie and members of the Massie family having a dire
influence on the brothers.

Sir Edward Massey



Roger and Jola grandfather was Admiral Thomas Leche Massie, the sixth chvleiofy-
onechildren to Richard and Hester Massie. He was born on th@dber 1802He

entered theNavy in Octobefl818on board HM3Rochford flagship of Sir Thomas Francis
Fremantle serving mainly in the Mediterranean. She was agud# 3d rate ship of the line,
launched in 1809 and broken up in 1826. He continued to serve in thé&dethean in
different ships.tlwas while serving in HMSolumbindhat during the night of the 24

January 1824 he was shipwrecked on Sapientz, an island off mainland Greece. The whole
crew were taken off the island by HM®acrity.

He was on board HBlAsiaduring the
Battle of Navarino20 October 1827The
OttomanArmada was destroyed by an
allied force of British French and Russian
ships. This was the last naval battle to be
fought entirely by sailing ships. HMSia
was aneighty-four-gunsecond ré&e ship of
the line, lainched 19January 1824 and sold
1904. After the battle he was rewarded
with promotion to lieutenant on the 11
November 1827.

HMSAsia(centre)fighting against twddttoman ships




As a lieutenant he served mainly in the North Ska,Channel, Limn Station and at the
South American Station under Captain Robert Smart on board $H#flite He was back in
the Mediterranean for two years as first lieutenant in HK@&ysforta sixth-rate sailing
frigate carrying 26 gung&he wasdunchedon 12 August 1836 and sold it861.0n the 3
November 1840the vessebombarded Acre with other French and Austrian Squadrons
aiding its capture.

On the 28June 1838he was mad€&ommander and in 183%o0stedto Constantinople to
help organise thé®ttoman Navy. Onliwelve years eaiier he had helped to destroy it.

In March 184Qhe was appointed second captain to HMBunderer She was a two deck
84-gunsecond rate ship of the lineaving beendunchedon 22 September 183&and later

sold to be brokn up 1901. She acted as flag ship during the bombardnmehtapture of
0§KS T2 NI NB A& a, for whichThomaswkdsigas Rrémoed\id@aptainin March
1841.

In April1849 he was appointed to HMSIleopatraa 26 gun sixth rate Frigate, launche
1835 later sold for beakingin 1862. UndelCatain Massie she was sent to tlkast Indies
and Ching8ation, ariving at Singapore from Devonpodn 14September 1849. While on
station, the ship was involved in a number of skirmishes aark severapirate shipsShe
was ordered with other ships tsail along the cast of Borneo to the Kinabatangan River
and rout the Sulu Pirates that had taken thelphin killedRobert Burnsthe Scottish
explorer and ethnologist, and her cramembers and harasseghipping in the area,
Captain Massie was in command of the operation. It was here while attacking the pirate
base camp that three members of the crevediand three were wounded.

She was then stationed at Hong Kong where early in 1853
Captain Massie ahcrew commissioned and paid for an obelisk
to be erected in Hong Kong cemetery to commemorate the
crew lost in the Tanku River expedition.

The inscption reads: Erected by the Captain officers and crew
of HMSCleopatrato their deceased shipmates HoK@ng
1853.




Cleopatra was ordered to Burma, participating in the second ABgltanese War. Captain
Massie relinquished command of HM&opatraat Chatham on the Beptember 1853
where she remained until sold in 1861.

Captain Massie had no further semibut becameRear Admiral on the 7/November 1860,
Vice-Admiral on the 2April 1866 and was mad&dmiralon 20 October 1872.

Admiral Thomaleche Massie married his first cousin Charlotte Townsend in I8y
settled at 3 Stanley Plac€hesterand hadthree children.

Edward Richardvasborn in1845, followedby Richard Crosbi€l847) andMaud Cleopatra
(1849). Admiral Massie was in commandiMSCleopatraat the time his daughter was
born hence her name

Edward Richard was later to become father tgBr Henry Massie and John Hamon
Massie.

Richard @she joined the Navy, but died of Yellow Fever in the Fiji ISdnharch 1870

Maud lived with Admiral Massigt 3 StanleyPlace andin later yearscared forher
nephews, Roger and Jolatfter the deah of their mother.

Admiral Massie died at Chester 80 July 1898nd was buried at Coddington church.




Edward Richard Massie

Edward, born 21September 1845 and privately educated, was commissioned into the 78th
Highlandersthen the Rossshire Buffs and later the 2nd Seaforth Highlanders.

78 HIGHLANDERS (Reessbire Bufl),
Now s0d Bastoliow Seaforth Highlonders ( Rovsshive Buaff,
Dude of Alkawy's )
CARKIED DURING THE SEAVICE OF THE REGIMENT
IN INDIA. RETIKED sfgy

ST GILES’ CATHEDRAL, EDINBURGH.

The Regiment was involved in thest relief of the besieged British garrison at Lucknow
India. The 78th arrivedind although battle wearyburst through and led a furious push
into the residency. The 78th fiercely defended the residency for six waakkit was

finally relieved by Sir CaliGampbell's forcesThe78th Highlandersost 256 men irthe
siege.

For their defence of Lucknow and gallgnin the Indian Mutiny, eight men of the 78th

Highland Regiment were awarded tNéctoria Cros¢VC)with afurther VCawarded to the
regment as a whole.

78" Highlanders memorial 78" Highlanders Memorial

Lucknow India Edinburgh



On the 28July 1866while the regiment was stationed in Gibralf&dward not yet twenty-
one,married Olga Maria, Baroness von WessenkbEmpringen, grandlaughter of the former
Austrian ambassador to the Court of St &sm

ﬂ Wessenberdmpringen ]

Olga Maria had a sdreter (Pello) at the time, aged about six, and said she was a widow.
Recent research howeveshows her to have been the mistresstioé French Prime Minister
Monsieur VerbierSoon after the marriagehe Regiment was ordered to India, and as she
refusedto travel,Edward sent in his papers.

Resigning from the military would not be taken lightly by senior members of the family.
Edward ad Olga moved to the South of France, mostly at Pau, and had three children
Roger lnry(born 1869, Edward Philigl1870, died 1871 andJohn Hamor{1872).

Pau France Around 1870.



Pau wasa resort town where European nobility spehetwinter. Good English, American,
Russian, Spanish or Prussianistycmet in the Barnaise city.Olga Maria, Baroness von

WessenlergAmpringen was part dturopean nobilityand she would have felt at ease in
Pau.

On 12 July 187&lga was killed in arcaidentnear Rennes, and the two surviving sgrReger

and Johnwere sentto live ww G K 9 R ¢ | NR @rid théir\g@andfathaadntiralZRassie at
3 Stanley PlaceChester.

Edward Massie remained a widower for twerstix years after the death of hisdiwife Olga.
He does not appear on the 188&nsusand may havetill been living in France. He is on the

1891 casus, staying ih his father(AdmiralMassig and sister Maud at 3 Stanley place
Chester.
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Edward appears in the 1901 census assiovito Frederick W Hayes of Ashton Hayes Cheshire.

A wealthy family, having fourteen servants including a butler, footrpage, nursery maid and
governess.
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On 9 August 1904 he married Margaret Maxwsite, daughter of Sir Henry Maxwéijte,
DeputyKeeper of the Rolls,

They metwhenMargaret was thirtyshe was traveling to South Africa to staytwliter brother
on hisfruit farm. Edward was on the s@ ship, going out to stay withis son Roger, who
married a SoutkAfrican afer the Boer War. Edwarand Margaret enjoyed each other's
company so much that by the time they reached Cape Town they amweduheir
engagement.

Margaret's parents were furious and sent a catadering her to eturn home,andthis she
did. Edward was 59, the years older tha his prospective fathem-law. Her parents were
afraidhe would die soon and leavd ais money to hisonsfrom his frst mariage,Roger and
John. In fact they had nearly thirty years of happy
married life and Edward survived hisss.

Edward and Margatehad two childrenBarbarg born
29 April 190@ndMargery, born 11 July 190@nd by
1911, Edward and his fartyiwere livingat Minera Hall
Wrexham.




The 1911 census shows them having seven servants including a nmesdrior Barbara and
Margery,
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Thedocumenteft is a copy of a 1935 probate report

MASSIE Edward Richard of the Barn Frensham Farnham Surrey
died 14 April 1935 Probate Chester 29 October to Dudley
Frederick Oliphant Dangar gentleman and William James
Lewes Richardson solicitor.

Dud

ey

Freder.i
Barbara 2%. November 1932.

Effects £24084 16s. 10d.

c k

Ol'i phant

Dange

These pagesearly show the depth of titary history and higtsocial status that Rodger Henry
and John Hamon Massie were born into and expected to maintain.



Brigadier GeneraRoger Henry Massi€BCMG

Roger was borm France in the year 1869, to Edwanad OlgaVassie. Heived in France
until shortly afer his mother died in 1878. He was sent to England to stay with his
grandfather Admiral ThonsalLecce Massie and Maude, his aunt. T8#&llcensus shows
him at Stubbington House School, Fareham, agjeden.
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Stulbinton House Sdaol was an elite schoghnd enty into the Navy or Army as an officer
was almost guaranteed. This shows the influence AdiMeasie had on his grandsons.

The school was founded in 18%% the Reveznd William
Foster, who wad®orn around1802 and becaman alumnus
of Trinity College,Cambridge He had married Laura, &
daughter ofRearAdmiral John Hayesind it is probable thatiieiha:

of an entrarce examination for the Royal Navin addition,
Hampshire has a historically close connectiorthe Navy,
and the closure of thi®oyal Naval College at Portsmouh |
1837, together with the deployment ¢iMSBritanniaas a S,‘ ,
cadet traning ship proved to &timely. '



From Stubbinton Scho®oger gained admission to the Royal Military Academy Miob
as a gentlemawgadet.

The Royal Military Academy Woolwich was founded in 1741: it was intended to provide an
education and pwduce "goodofficers of Artilery and perfect Engineers'RMA Woolwich

was commonly known as "The Shop" because its firdtlimg was a converted woskop of

the Woolwich ArsenalA larger building was specially designed for the Royal Military
Academy bylames Wyadt built between 1796nd 1805 and openel for use the following
year.The Royal Military Academy Woolwich closed 939 and in 194i#he Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst was formed on the site & farmer Royal Military College Sandhurst.

e e g o o i

-—--—u- - = > AL < - - ’. - = -5

5:::::.. "-.-T- m‘*"ﬁwwna e s T e e
R D O e T e BB L TS
==t S ,.%Qﬁ - ,4 ’-umqu r .,M \ 1“ (‘)-s‘ esmats > PR AN

The RoyaMilitary Academy Woolwh



Roger Massievas commissioned into the Royal Artillery,
served in the Sudan Campaign in 1896. He then served on
the North West Frontier 1897 to 1898e BoerWar from
1899 to 1902 followed by ervice inlIndia in 1911, and
World War Ondrom 1914 to 1918

_'.\
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The Sudan Campaidi896,Expedition toDongola

When lItaly suffered a heavyeteat at the hands of the Ethiopians at Adwa, the Italian position

in East Africa was seriously weakened. Wahdists threatened toe-take Kassala, which they

had Icst to the Italians in 1894. The British government judged it politic to assist thenkdiia
making a military demonstration in northern Sudan. This coincided with the increased threat of
French emroachment on the UppéXile regions.

A section of Maxim Machine Guns Sudafi6l8

Horatio HerbertY A 1 OK Sy SN & T 2 hidigdng & first $SINBORner{, KitBhenér's
force was armedwith the most modern niitary equipment of the time, inading Maxim
machineguns and modern artillery, and was supported by a flotilla of gutdoa the Nile.
Their advance was slow and methodical, while fortified camps weile

A railway wagonstructed from a station & Wadi Halfa:south L -
along the eastbank of the Nile to supplthe 1896 Dongola Lau' iy
Expedition. Although the campaign waged omtiumid-1898 _ """"" ]
ending with the Death of Khalifa Abdullah,J@owas moved to 2

the North West Frontiem 1897.

A Dongola Class Engine



The NorthWest Frontierl897 to 1898

Thiswas the most difficult area @ conquer in South Asia, strategily and militarily. It
remains the western frontier of preseitay Pakistan, extendingagm the Pamir Knot in the
north to the Kohi-Malik Siah in the wesgnd separating the presestay Pakistai frontier
regions of Nath-West Frontier Province (renameas Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), Federally
Administered Tribal Areas arghlochistan to the eagtom neighbouring Afghanistan in the
west. The borderline between is officially known as therand Line ath divides Pashtun
inhabitants of these provinces from Paskisiin eastern Afghanistan.

The two main gateways on the North West Frontier are the hygnd
Bolan Passes. The Indian subcontinent Haskn repeatedly invaded
through these northwestern routes With the expansion of # Russian
Empire into Central Asia stability of the Frontier and control o
Afghanistan became cornerstones of defensitrategy for British India.

The Tirah Expedition was organised as a response to this threat to B
Imperial prestige and the appiaches to British Indid he fronter post of
Kohat was selded as the base for the campaign and Faaimrud the
areaheadquarters for some timeThe commanding officer was to bg-
General Sir William Lockhart. LtGeneral Sir Wiliam Lockhart

Fort Jamrud Kyber Pass



Roger Massisawactionat Dargai, Saran Sdhe capture of the Sampagha and Arhanga
Passes, Chagru Kotal, operations in Waratey,a@Bara Valley action and around Dwatoi
and the Shin Kanaffair.

Dargai

Operations commenced, fighting ensuing immediately.
TheDargai heights which commanded the line of& .
advance, were captured without difficulty, buss
abandoned owing to the wantof water. Shortly u ;
afterwards the Afridis moved back on to theefigihts in ¢
large numbers and held the British advance. The ) ! ,
progress of the expedition, @hg a difficult track through the mountains, was obstinately
contested with a loss 199 of the Britishrde killed and woundedAfter a concentrated
artillery barragethe Gordon Highlanders advanced up the slope and took back the Darga
Heights The sitiation had been saved, but at considerable cost to all the units involved.
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No.10 Mountain Battery

Salan Sar

A force about 200 strong commanded by Brigadiggeneral Westmacott was first
employed to attack Saran Sar, which was easily carried,dbtihg the retirement the
troops were harepbressed by the enemy and the casualties numbered $ody. Sara Sar
was again attacketly the brigade of BrigadigbeneralGaselee. Experience enabled better
dispositions to be madand Saran Sar was takavith only threecasualties



Arhanga Passluring theTirah Campaign

Bara Valley

Thethirty-four-mile march down the Bara vallegvolved four days of the hardest fighting
and marching of the campaign. The road crossed aratassed the icy stream, while smp
sleet and rain fell constantly. About fifty casualties were recorded among the troops, but
mary followers were killed or died ofxposure, and quantities of storesawe lost. The
column halted for rest and resumed in improved weather, though the colsl stifl severe.
The rear guard was heavily engaged, and the casualties numbered about sixtyu#lfter
fighting, a junction witithe Peshawar column was affectedheTlfirst division, aided by the
Peshawar column, now took possession of the Khyber faitteout opposition.

No.10 Mountain Battery Signal Hill




Boer War 18991902

TheSecond Aglo-Boer War, was fought from 11ctwber 1899 until 31 May 1902 betwa

the Britishand the South African Republic (Traaal Republic) and the Orange Free State.
The British war effort was supported by troops from several regions of the British Empire
including Southern Africa, the Aualian colonies, Canada, Newfoundland, British India, and
New Zealand. The war endedvirctory for the British and the annexation of both republics.
Both would eventually be incorporated into tthénion of South Africa ibh910.

Roge Massiewas at the Orange River Colony Campdighwas mainlyserving aDeputy
Assistant Quartermaster General British
ArmyHeadquarters Pretorig South Arica

The QuartermasterGeneral to the

ForcedQMG) ione of the most senior
generalgn the British Army. Historically
eachformation had a Deputy |
QuartermasterGeneral (DQMG), Assistan -~
QuartermasterGeneral (AQMG) or Deput\;jl "
Assistant QuartermasteGeneral RN,
(DAQMG, depending on its size. T

—ia N S T

Under the orders of the General Officer Commanding in CBmith Africa. Bt. Major R H
aldaAS 5! dovdadDd O2YLIAE SR | NB L2 NI GAd
1905. This compieensive report is still ansidered b hold valuable reference material
today.

Political Gecography of the region prel900
1 Sauth African Republic/Tranaal (green)
1 Orange Free Stat@range),
1 BritishCape Colonyblue),

1 The Natal(red)




The Boer wacame to arendon 31 May 1902, and on the 10 July 120R@er married Cecll
Hall daughter of Maurice James Hall of Middleberg, South Affibay had threehildren;
Thomas Anthony1906), Anne Clementin§l911) andJoan Dorothe#1916).

In 1908 he was made Supamerary- a military term for beingn the army but having no
permanent position.

Seconded to the Indian Mountain Artilleoyn 10Februaryl911, he was made commandant
ofd LY RALI Y a2 dzydndtdintlude thé nevByN@rrSed &k Battery. During his
period of servicethe Batteries were placenhto Brigades for the first time.

First World War(19141918

By early 1915he Briish Army haduffered great losses and wpatrticularly short of
Officers. An article in theondon Gazetté915 bears thisput:- Whe under mentioned
supernumeray Majors are restored to the establishment @y 1915 R H Massie. Roger
was recd#led to active service.

Roger was in India at that timand must have been given prior notice of the recall. He is
recorded as aiving at Plymouth from Bombay on boak8O Caledoniawith hisdaughteis
Anne and Dorothia on the 18ugust 1915just four weeks after the official notification.

IN-COMING PASSENGERS. 152051915 4 5} (

Returns of Passengers brought to the United Kingdom in ships arriving from Places

out of Europe. and not within the Mediterranean Sea.

Nors.— Al Passengers brought by such ships are to be included, whether arvicing from FEuropean or from non- European ports. 1st Class, 2nd Class, and
3rd Class Passengers are to be entered in separate groups.
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Early in the war he wastationed

photo 11 * 8 cm

Thelus nearthe village of Thelys$olding

Division Hartz

the German advate.

Later he was inwlved in defending and % :
retaking Baillel It remained in British and,
French territory until 15April 1918, when &
the German advance took the town
during its spring offensive. A few montt§
later, the British 29th Division retoothe
ruined town.

Photo: R. R(kal .

r tography is 1 e inherent in war, nd this view

mmnnsnamnungnnlsmglc TneSqunnlonenmnlunuletcd its pre-

wu state. The British held the town throughout the greater part of the War, but it fell into the
hands of the enemy in April 1918, ey ev-cnted Bailleul in August of that year.

SHELLED TO P{IEQBS
t

Between1917and 1918 he was BrigadieGeneralof the BER Heavy Alillery attached to
the Canadian Corps

1917 Vimy Ridge

TheBattle of Vimy Ridgavas a military engagement fought as part of Battle of Arras, in
the Nord-Pasde-Calaigegion ofFrance The man combatants were th€anadian Corps
against three divisions of th@erman Sixth Army. The battle was part of the openingse

of the Battle of Arrasand part Nivelle Offensivand took place from &2 April 1917. The
objective of the Canadian Corps wastake control of the Germaheld hidh ground, along
an escarpmen(Vimy Ridgent the northernmost end of the Arras Offams. This would



ensure that the southern flank could advance without suffering Gererditadefire. The
taking of Vimy Ridge enabl€&thnadian forces to advance all thaywo Mons and here they
fired the last few shots of the war.

The CanadiarHeavy Artillery was under the command of Brigadier R.H. Massie. The
following was written shortly after the lithe.

W was a tumph for Canadian gunnery. Five dagsly were available for
preparation, and great credit is due tli& O.C.Major-GeneralE. W. BMorrison,

his Staff and Divisional Brigade and Battery Commanders, with their rank and
file. Great cedit is also due theniperial and Canadian Heavy ArtilleBrig-
General R. H. Massihose countetbattery work was so magnificent that the
enemy artillery was smothered, we ovean manyGaman defences during the
battle.

Royal Garrison Artilley firingover Canadiafines

Canadian Memorial Vimy Ridg

On 1 January 1918he was réired from the command of théArtillery, but still on active
servicewith the rank of colonel. Surviving the \ar, he wasCommander Royal Artillergt
Portsmouthbetween 191920.

The followingyear he was able to

~ return home taking up Comiand of
the Royal Garrison ArtilleryVestern

Command at Chester.




Rogerdied onthe 23February 1927. He is buried at Codgion Church a few feet away
from his gandfather Admiral Thomas Leche Massie

The steamshipv S Y 6 N& nyariféselow shavsthe arrival at Southampton on the 12

Marchi% T 2F w2 3ISNDa 7T ImitheCMargieraad stépistersBarbarad (i
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Medals and awards

The Most Hoourable Order of the Bath (CB) Queen® Sudan Medal 1896

The Qder of 8. Michael and St. GeorgéCMG)

Queens South Afca Medal with 4 clasps 1899 Victory Medal Set 19141918

Kings South Africa MedaWo clasps 1902



Mentioned in Despatches

LondonGazette(issue 2735310September 1901

Mentioned in Despatcheby EarRoberts K.G, G.C.B the Secretary of State for War.
For distinguished service

Duty Locatio: SOUTH AFRICA.

LondonGazette(issue29890 1 Februaryl917

Mentioned in Despatchebdy General Sir Douglas Haig, G.@GBd, Commandeim-Chiefof
the British Armies in Franceo The Secretary of State for War.
For distinguished and gallarsiervices and devaotion to duty.

Duty Location: FRADE

LondonGazette(issue30421) 7 Decemberl917

Mentioned in DespatchesTo the Secretary of State for War

This Officer has been mentioneddespatches for hidistinguished and gallant services and
devotion to duty during theperiod 26thFebruary 1917 to midnight of 20th/21September
1917.

Duty Location: France

LondonGazette(issue31077 17 Decemberl918

Mentioned in Despatches D. Haig has the honour to submit a Ist names of the
mentioned oficers, ladies, nowommissioned officss and men serving, owho have
served,under his command during the period 25th February, 1918, to midrigit 7th
Septemler, 1918, whose distinguished and gallant services and devotion toddisigrve a
special metion.

Duty Loc#on: France

LondonGazette(issue 31435 4 July1919

Mentioned in DespatchesDespatch received from FieMarshall Sir Douglas Haig, K.T.,
GC.B., O.M,, G.C.V.0.CK.E., Commandan-Chief, British Armies in France. | have the
honour to submit the name of this person, he served under my command during the
period 16th September, 1918, to 15th Marcm M p> G K2 Q&8 RA&GAY =
sewvices and devotion to duty | consider deserviriggpecial mention.

Duty Location: France

Regimat: Royal Gaison Artillery



Major John Hamon Masse DSORGA

pov Pyrecsan
FAUX-CHALDES

John was born Eat&haudes France 1872.
He lived in France until sintty after his
mother Olga Maria Baroness von
Wessenberd\pringen was killed in an
accident on the 13uly 1878.

-~ John and H4 elder brother
Roger veresent toChester,
Englandinto the care of their
grandfather Admiral Thomas
Leche Massie and
sister Maudewhete they
resiced at3 Stanley Placanea
Watergatepnly 100 yards from
Western Commad
Headquarters/here Roger
Massie was later Commander.

B 3 Stanley Place Cheste
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The 1881 Census ha3ohn at 3 Sanley Place Chester agedchine

Johndés army car eer,fistly mte 8tublyintoh lddude Schgslddthéntog e r ¢
the Military AcademyVoolwich. At the age of twenfye again followed Rogeeceiving a
commissionnto the Royal Artillery as a Géleman Cadet.

On the #May 1892 John was promoted$econd
Lieutenant. The LondoGa z et t efolike ad s
Second Lieutaant, Gentleman Cadébhn Hamon
Massie from the Royal Military Academy, in
succession to Lieutenant

Roger is also orhe same page of the Gazette being
Afseconded for service to
Battery.




John became a Lieutenant in 1895 aedved in The Ndh West Frontier, being in command of
a mountain battery.

The Chitral Relief Campaign 1895North West Frontier

The entire region that now forms the Chitral District was an independent monarcheahsiat
1895, when the British negated a treaty wth its hereditary ruler, the Mehtar, under which
Chitral became a semautonomougrincely statevithin the IndianEmpire. Chitral retained this
status even after its accession to Pakistan in 1947 peimg made an administrative distrof
Pakistan in969.

Early in 1895 the local tribesbeing utappy at British interference in their affajsined
forces with Unra Khan, a tribal leader froBajourto the southand marched north with 3,000
PathansGeorge Scott Robertson, the seroitish officer at Gilgit, gathered 400 troops and
marched west to Chitradnd threatened Umra Khan with an invasion from Peshdwardid
not turn backUmra Khan continued his :
advance, forcingRobertsorto moveinto the

The walls were 25 feet high and eight feet thickSss
There was ahort coveredway to the river, the :
only water source. The fort held 543 people of jg
whom343 were combatantscluding five
British officers. The units were thiith
Sikhsand a larger detachment of Kashmiri
Infantry. Artillery support was 2 sevgrounders
without sights and 80 rounds of ammunition. There were only 300 cartridges per man and
enough food for a montimra Khanbesieged th fort andmessengers were senit ®o
Peshawar requesting help.

Chitral Fort

i When the British heard of Robertson's
@ situation theybegan assembling troops

¢+ 1 around Peshawar, but they were not in a sk
& hurry, since they assumebat Umra Khan R“
| would back down. Wén reportbecame |
: ' more seriousthey quickly gathered a relief
force of15,000 men at Peshawar under
“ Major-GeneralSir Robert LowAll along
the 150mile mountainous routéé&re were
significant engagemensd onl7 April
1895 Umra Khan's men preparealdefend hg palace at Munda.
Finding themselves greatly outnumbered, they slipped away. In
the fortressat Mundathe British fownd a letter from a Scottish firm -

| 3. Mountain BattenChitral




offering Maxim guns at 3,700 rupees aedgolvers at 34upeesach.The firm was orderetb
leave Idia. The Mountain Battery attached to the relief force found it heavy going in the deep
mountain snow.

Captain Stewart, tamountain battery section commander, took his men into the river in an
attempt to finda less arduous routaut the resulivas sever freezing for the men and animals.
The gun mules were left in a village and the guns and equipment carried and dragged on
T I ————— makeshift sledges, the gunnéesng
B, o A Sl assisted by othewldiers. Eventually
T e R SR theguns ad equipment were left in the
2 ' snowin markedpositions the
detachment marched on reaching Langar
"~ at 11pm.The troops returned the next
day and brought the guns into
Langar The relief force enteeChitral
on April 20 The siege had lasted a
month and dalf and cost the defenders
41 lives.

This ghotograph is of the captured Amit-Mulk. Mehtar of Chitral.

Returning to Englandlohnwas awarded the Chitral medal anaisp He studied at
Shoeburynesandpassed the Artillery Long Course in 1898 with fekstss honours. He was
promoted taCaptainon 19 January 1900. Shortly afterwardie waspostedto South Africa.

The South Africa Campaign. The Boer War 19061902

Johnlanded at Capewn late January 1900; he acted as Transport Officer with the 30
Renpunt Company Army Service Corps,img up graled to Deputy Assistant Adjutant
General. John quickly came to know about Christiaan De Wet and was involved in battles
aganst him and pursued him across South Africa

Christiaan Rudolf de Wet (7 October 18%1 3 February 1922)

A South AficanBoergeneral, rebel leader and politiciame was

born on the Leeuwkop farm, in the districtrhithfieldin

theBoer Republiof theOrange Free Statde later resided

at Dewetsdorp Dewetsdorpvasa small townm the Free State

province of SoutlAfrica. The bwn was set up, without approval

from thegovernmenby Jacobus De Wetather ofChristiaan De

Wet Christiaanservedn thefirst Anglo-Boer War188Q

81 taking part in tha3attle of Majuba Mountain, in whircthe

"= Boers achieved a victory ovtire British He took part in the early
& Dattles of thend.Boer Warof 18991902in Natalas a
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commandant, later serving as a gehera

He came to be regarded as the most formidable leader of the Boers guéraitawarfare.
De Wet continued his saessful carer to the end of the wagriking heavily where he could
and evading every attempt to capture him.

John Massids actions aDewetsdorpincluded the march to Pretoria, Diamond Hill,
Heidelberg,The pursuit of De Weti From Bethlehem to the Transvaal Vredefort, Schwartz
Kopje, Wittebergen, Zand River and Hekpoort Valley.

The Battle for Dewetsdorp

In consequence of the Bseappearing on the borders of Caped@glin some strengtlthe

British forcewas splitupwhen Dewetsdorp was attackiegthe Boerscapturing the Garrison on
the18to 23 November 1900. The &risonconsisted othree companie2 nd G| oucest
some Royalrish Rifles, andwo gunsof 68th Battery. Three men of the battalion were killed,
Lieutenam Milne Home and 18 men were wourlgdand the remaindencluded in the

surrender. Bearing in mind that the British had made strong defensive works at Dewétgdorp
taking of the place was a brilliant exploit on the parCbristiaanDe Wet,

The marchto Pretoria.

On 3 May 190Q the man force was assembled at Karee. Two hundred and twenty miles
separated them from Pretoria, but in little more than a month frodathef starting, in spite of

a broken railway, a succession of rivers, and the opposifithe enemy, this army was

marchng into the main street of the Transvaal capital. Had there been no enemy there at all, it
would still have been a fine performanttee more so when one remembers that the army was
moving upon a front of twenty miles arore, each part of which had to cmrdinatedwith the

rest. The fort at Pretorimas to beome the K for the Britishforceand | at er Johi
Roger was D.AQ.M.G (Deputy Assistant Quarter Master GeneadllPretoria.

Diamond Hill

The cavalrywere caught in a
valley and shottadrom three
sides in the closest thing to a
reverse the British had to face. §&&
A squadron of New South Walesi :
Mounted Rifles escortesbme
guns to new positions from
which theypoundednto the
Boer line, allowing the redar
infantry to go forward afely and
take Diamond Hill. Tie Boers




counterattacked and hihe infantry with rifle fire from the hill to the south. The artillerymen
with the corps set up two light, ragidng guns, called pm-poms. TheBoerscounter atick
was halted and they fell back.

Zand River 10 May 1900

By 6 May 1900, the British advance northwards from Bloemfontein to the Transvaal capital of
Pretoria was wellinderway. They encountered a Boer defensive position based on a line of
kopjes (small his) north of the Zand River, abb@30 kilometres north of Bloemfontein.

The Battalion marched to Bloemplaatanping near theillage. The Royal Canadian
Regimenthaving been detailed to ZaRiver. Reached the crestrding ground about half a
mile from the river, theyvere checketby heavy fire.

Lieut.-Col Buchan sought MajeGeneral SmitkDorrien and, explaining the situation, asked that
guns be sent tehell he river banlon the Battalion's front. Arriving about 2 p.m. in answer to
this requesta sectn of guns opened a fire wehin conjunction with the Battalion's rifle fire
and the success of operations elsewhere, soon cleared the river bank of the enemy

Relieved from the heavy fire of the 800 Boers who had held
the river frontage, the Bish brought up their heavy

Artillery. At 6.10 the next morning the first discharge of the
fifty pounders shook the earth, and the Zand River
engagement had begun. Sdba field batteries opened fire
also, and the blueshite smoke of the shrapnel, and thdl,

: dusty yellow of the exploses,burst all along the Boers'
occupied hills. Whenever tigoersopened firewhether from rifles or guns, the Royal Artillery
replied in a decisive way.

For his service in thesand the other campaigns listed abovenJahs mentioned in
despatches Jamyal902and was promotetd Special Service Officer on Staff.

He was awarded The Queens South Africa Medal with four ¢l@gpeColony, Johannesburg,
Wittebergen and Diamond HillThe Kings South Africa Medalvith two claspsand was
created a Compamn of the Distinguished Service Order, being invested on tlizet8mber
1902 by King Edward VII.

John returned to Britain imid-1902and a the 3September 19Q3narryingMaria Margaret
Berger (1858L957), elder dughter of Major General Ernest AibaldBerger. There were no
children.

Johnbecamean instructor at the Royal Military Academstih 11 September 1904He was
then put in command of @mpany of Gentleman Cadetstil December 1908. He was Staff
Captain Schoobf Gunnery, Shoeburyness to Asfji914 beingpromoted to Majoobn 15
February 1913.



First World War ( 19141918

On the 24August 1914John proceeded to Frangeining Brigader General Nicolls RAas
Staff Officer. On the Beptemberhe was gazetted as St@faptain Administratie Staff and
joinedthe Heavy Atrtillery at St Nazair€@n 1 Novembethe leftto take command of the 26
Heavy Batteryat Zillebeke Ypres.

Battle area outlmed

in red
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o Hollebeke
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On the 13November 1914he was mortally wounded by a fragmehhah explosive shell,
while in command of the@h Battery, and died in thé&ield Hospital on the 18lovember 1914.
He was buried in a temporary gratieen exhumed after the war amtburied in Ypres Town
Cemeteryxtensionin 1919.

Ypres Town Cemetery
Extension
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Burial Return February 1919 showing the requested headstone message

The order for Johnds head stone ghowi ng




Major John Hamon Massie DSO RGA.

18721914
AWARDS and MEDALS

The Relief of Chitral Campaign
1895

The Queens South Africa Medall8991902

Distinguished Service Orabr 1902



Coddington Memorials
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Massie memoriab
inside Coddington
Chapel,including the
original grave marker
of John Massie bdore
its replacement by the
Commonwedth War
Graves Commission.







