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Private G A Woodfield 

Kings Shropshire light infantry 

Died 24 November 1918 

 

George Woodfield was born in 1889 at Worthenbury, the youngest of five children. He had 

four sisters and with his father John and mother Elizabeth he lived at 4 Higher Wern, a small 

holding, close to a loop in the River Dee, just north of Worthenbury village. According to the 

1891 census, John was an agricultural labourer and Elizabeth taking care of the home.  
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By 1904, Elizabeth had passed away and John three years later, 

leading to George moving to live with his brother and his 

family at Barton on the hill, mid-way between Coddington and 

Stretton. Like his brother, he was employed as a mill wagoner, 

probably at nearby Stretton Water Mill (which still exists in 

working condition as a museum).  When the war came, George 

signed on for the local militia, the Cheshire Yeomanry, 

although the exact date cannot be verified as his war record has 

not survived. His medal card does not record the 1915 Star, so 

he may have been conscripted in 1916, although the Star is 

awarded for entry into the war, not when soldiers signed up. 

 

 



 

 

Higher Wern today (left) and in 1910 (right) 

 

 

 

Higher Wern (circled) on the banks of the Dee. 

To the north is Stretton Mill, Barton, Farndon and Coddington 



 

Typical wagoner of the period, and Stretton Mill today (right) 

 

The Cheshire Yeomanry  

The Cheshire Yeomanry could trace its formation back to Napoleonic 

times, but by 1914 the newly-named ‘Cheshire Yeomanry (Earl of 

Chester’s) (Hussars)’ was composed of part-time soldiers and 

headquartered in the Old Bank Buildings in Chester (right). When the 

war came, the units were split in August and September 1914 into the 

1st Line (liable for overseas service) and 2nd Line (home service for 

those unable or unwilling to serve overseas) units.  

 

Later, a 3rd Line was formed to act as a reserve, providing trained 

replacements for the 1st and 2nd Line regiments. The Front Line 1/1st 

Cheshire Yeomanry was mobilised with the Welsh Border Mounted 

Brigade on 4 August 1914 and moved to East Anglia where it joined 

the 1st Mounted Division in September 1914. In November 1915, the 

brigade was dismounted.  

 

It was in billets in Lowestoft in March 1916, when orders were finally 

received to embark for overseas service, and they shipped out from 

Devonport on the Haverford on 3 

March 1916. The company consisted of 

twenty-five officers and 451 other 

ranks, disembarking at Alexandria on 

15 March, from where they proceeded 

to Beni Salama Camp.  

 

There they met up with the Duke of 

Westminster, (a veteran of South 

Africa, who had been posted away from 

the regiment) with his Rolls-Royce 

Armored Car, the prototype of which he 

had produced at his own expense in 

1914. 

 

After the battle of Mersa Matruh, the 



Duke mounted a raid against the Senussi using the cars. He was instructed to pursue the guerrillas with 

‘reasonable boldness’. Driving across the desert at high speed, the Duke and his 12 cars caught the fleeing 

enemy, killing many of the Senussi and all of their Turkish companions, returning with three captured 

artillery pieces, nine machine guns and 30 prisoners. 

The Duke and the Rolls Royce-mounted Cheshire Yeomanry rescued the survivors of two British merchant 

ships, HMT Moorina and HMS Tara, which had been torpedoed off the coast of what, is now Libya, earning 

the Duke worldwide praise and the DSO. 

 

The Yeomanry then moved to Egypt and formed 4th Dismounted Brigade with the South Wales Mounted 

Brigade on 20 March. On 18 April 1916, the regiment entrained at Wardar and moved to Minia Lower 

Camp. Here, towards the end of May, two officers and 35 other ranks were posted to join the 6th Imperial 

Camel Corps.  

 

A few weeks later, on 1 June 1916, one troop was posted to canal transport guard duties at 

Samalita and the other troops took over this position in rotation for a considerable period. 

The first significant move from here was on 14 November 1916 when the regiment 

moved to El Alamein.  After service with the Suez Canal Defences in early 1917, 

the small Yeomanry regiments were amalgamated and numbered as battalions of 

infantry regiments, recruiting from the same districts. As a result, the 1/1st 

Cheshire Yeomanry was amalgamated with the 1/1st Shropshire Yeomanry at 

Cairo on 2 March 1917, to form the 10th (Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry) 

Battalion, King’s Shropshire Light Infantry (10th KSLI).   

 



 

The new regiment moved to Palestine in 1917, and saw fierce fighting including the Second (17–19 April 

1917) and Third Battles of Gaza (27 October–7 November), including the capture of Beersheba on 31 

October, and the Sheria Position on 6 November. At the end of 1917, it took part in the capture and defence 

of Jerusalem, and in March 1918 in the Battle of Tell ‘Asur.  

 

The Western Front 
 

On 30 April 1918, the battalion had completed 

embarkation at Alexandria for France and landed at 

Marseilles, and moving north to Rue near Abbeyville 

by 18 May, where they underwent training for service 

on the Western Front, particularly trench warfare and 

gas defence. They went into the trenches for the first 

time on 14 July 1918, taking over a sector of the Front 

Line near Merville on the 14 July 1918. They were in 

action in The Second Battles of the Somme, Bapaume 

(right) and Epehy, suffering heavy casualties, 

followed by The Battles of the Hindenburg Line and 

The Final Advance in Artois and Flanders.  

 

 

 

 

 Men of the 10th Battalion 

King’s Shropshire Light Infantry 

at Grammont in Belgium early 

in 1919.  In 1917, the 

Shropshire Yeomanry and the 

Cheshire Yeomanry were 

amalgamated into the 10th 

Battalion KSLI and served 

together until the end of the 

World War I. 

The battalion was disbanded in 

June 1919, the Cheshire 

Yeomanry was reconstituted as 

a cavalry regiment in March 

1920.  

 

At the Armistice they were at Ath and then moved to Frasnes-les-Buissenal where they were engaged in 

repairing the Tournai-Leuze railway. By this time George Woodfield had been posted to the 4th Reserve 

Battalion Kings Shropshire Light Infantry and was on his way home. It is likely that he was wounded or 

suffering from illness, as on his arrival in Pembroke Dock in South Wales he died on 24 November 1918 

aged thirty.   [His death certificate has yet to be requested and will clarify this].  His body was brought home 

and he was buried in a Commonwealth War Grave in Malpas Churchyard. George is commemorated on the 

memorial at St Oswald’s Church, Malpas, and the Coddington Church Memorial Plaque. 
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George Woodfield’s Medal Card and his service medals below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    

 

 

His listing on KSLI records, his battalion postings and medals awarded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George died on the 23 November 1918 and is buried in Malpas Cemetery 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission listing for the Cemetery 

 



 

Order to Clegg and Sons Chester, for headstones to be erected at Malpas Cemetery  

Malpas Cemetery.   

George is also commemorated on 

the memorial at St Oswald’s 

Church Malpas.    

George’s grave is in the 

foreground (right) 

 



 



 

 

Coddington Church and Memorial Plaque 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



DOCUMENTS 

 

 

Census 1911 (top) and 1901 (bottom) 

 



 

Census 1891  
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