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FARNDON DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Remembering the Men of Farndon

Pilot Officer 89092 COLIN DOUGLAS LOUGHLIN
14 Sgiadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
Died 18 November 1941 Age28

Colin Douglas Loughlirwas ban in 1913in Liverpool, to parent&dward Alexander Loughliand
IsabellaJones. Edward was a seafaring man and served in the Merchant Navy fgrymars out of
Liverpool forbothBooth Line and Blue Furah. He was also deployed on the convoys during WW1
andfor his service eBwas awarded the Mercantile Marine Medal and the British War Mdgtalard

and Isabellanarried in 190Gt StCypriadb s i n Edge Hill, whil,e resid
Kensington (now modern housingpy the time of the loth of their first child Edward Cas Loughlin

on 9 January 208 they were living nearby i&7 Botanic Place
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Anotherson Leslie Alexander, followean 7 March1909, and by 1911 they had move®®
Stanford Street.iverpool, whereloseph Denis Loughliwas born or29 Apil 1911 Their fourth son
Colin Douglaswas born in913.

Two of the sonsEdward junior and Les, attended Merchant Tayl@&School in Gosby, the
independentee-payingboarding school, which as quite unusuaonsidering they were not
particularlywell off (althoughtheycould dford a servant in amodest terrace house). Possibly they
were helped with assisted places thokglwvardis employers.More likely they had support during

wartime from the Neptune Lodge of Liverpool Freemasons, where Edwaradbadimembesince
1906.



27 Botanic Place

33 Stanford Street Liverpool
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Just one of the magnvessels that Bdard Loughlin traveed onduringhis career. The history of this
particular vessdh its short life reflects the dangers faced by crews of the Merchant Nég w
ensuring the suppliesere kept moving during the war.

The RMS Auraniawas launched on 16 July 1916 and was imntebjiditted out as @aroopship She
made her maiden voyage from ffigneto New Yorkon 28 March 1917 and on her return sailed to
Liverpool. The ship remained on hire to tBatish Governmentor the remainder of her career and



was used exclusively on the North Atlantic, primarily moving troops and supplies. On 3 February
1918, she left Liverpool and was routed around the coasvthern Ireland, bound for New York. On
the following morning, she was some 15 miles novést oflnishtrahull off the coast oDonegal

when she was hit bytarpedofrom GermansubmarindJB-67. Nine crew members were killed in the
explosion. A trawler tookhe ship in tow but she became stranded meaermoryon thelsle of Mull,
Scotland Rough seas soon broReraniaup and she was declared a total loss.

RMS Aurania in her wartime colours

By the mid1920s, there came a career change
and the farity movedto Wrexham, where
Edward became landlord of The FdeeVaults

in 22 Hope Stredh the cetre of town.

Their sons, meanwhile, completed their
education aGrove Grammar Schooln their
move to Wrexham.

After a short time there, they moved ©
Farndon in 1929to take on the running of
The Greyhound




The Greyhound, Farndon

Edward and IsabellaLoughlin
and son July 1932



Edward Alexander
Loughlind 8me in the
village was short as he
passed away in 1934,
but made quite an
impression on his time
at the Greyhouth,
becomingcommitted

to Farndon life and its
people.




SO

Isabella continued to run the Greyhound with the help of her sons Leslie and Edward jnr before she to
passed away in 1937.

She and husband Edward were laid to rest in the same plot
St Chad's Clurchyard.

(right) Isabella Loughlin ¢.1936

Leslie with his wife Annie continued with the tenancy whilg
Edward moved to Wrexhaim 1937to takeon the Red Lion
in Peny-Bryn in the centre of town.

When the war commenced, both Leslie and Edvieechme
part ofthe war effort working intlte Broughton factory
constructingVellingtonbombers.

After shift, Edwardravelled toLiverpoolto work as a
firefighter. After the war he became aivker for Crossville
Bus CompanyHe passedcway in 1986.

Their botherDennis Josephoughlin alsoservedwith the
RAFVRT asanavigator on Sunderlandying out of Wick
andSouth Wales He survived the war



Pilot Officer 89092 COLIN DOUGLAS LOUGHLIN

Colin Douglagknownas 'CD")Loughlin had by the early thirties begun a teacher training course in
ChesterCollege As his cours@rogressedye was placed ahe Grosvenor St John's School for Boys
opposite the Amphitheatre in 1938d moved into the adjace@td B i s h alace dvedooking the
Dee(below).

"""“’i‘“‘" " ‘E ‘Ei;h NI

Grosvenor St John's School for Boys
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1939 Censu$ showing Colin D. Loughlin on the bottom row living in the Old Palace

In 1939,CD Loughlin began to train as a pilot@peke Airport, which would operate as RAF Speke
for the duration of the war. By now had signed owith the RAFVR which had supplied the ever
reliable de HavillanddH.82A Tiger Moth (Tiger Moth Il)the RAF's choice for a military trainer
plane to governmenisponsored civilian flying cluhsuch as Liverpool Aero Club.

19477

LOUGHLIN,Colin Douglas,

c/o Y.M.C.A,
Chester,
Blarr'! ?th May 1913 o Liverpool
Nationality British

Rank, Regiment, Profession School Teacher
Certificate taken on D.H.Tiger,Gipsy M&JOI‘,].}O
At Live rpool Aero Club

Datell.8.39.




de Havilland DH.82A Tiger Moth (Tiger Moth II)
Fitted with the Gipsy Major 130 H.P.

AND MAINTENANCE
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THE O MAVELAND AMCRAFT COMPANY LIMITED, STAG LANE ALRCOMOME, EDGW.
Amosied Comperien in Aattrabe. Crrada, Indi, aed South Alna. mmamn—mhw—u




Oncehe had completed his basic training, he was postéd tgadron Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserveand moved to Ternhill Shropshire, where he received inteadiv@ncedraining onmulti-
engined aircraftmainly Avro Arsons.

RAF Ternhill , Shropshire

After Ternhill, CD was posted to X3TU Upwood, Huntingdon, where he undertamkwtraining to
fly Blenheims for N& Group Once qualifiegdhe was posted to No.2 Group Blenheim Sqorad 07
based at Wattisham in Suffolk.

Meanwhile, vinenWorld War Il broke out 14 Saiadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reservavas transferretb Egyptbut soon returned to Ammalm May 1940, with

the likelihood of war between Britain and Itahcreasing rapidly, 14 Squadron was
ordered to move tBort Sudarto reinforce the weak RAF forces in East Africa
facing Italian forces ifethiopiaandEritrea On 10 Jund94Q Italy declare war on
Britain and France, and on the night of 11/12 JadeSquadron flew its first
offensive mission of the Second World War, when nine Wellesleys bombed fuel
storage tanks and the airfieldMassawa

The Squadron started to receive teimginedBristol Blenheimsn September
1940 flying its first Blenheim mission on 20 Septembaard flying its final
Wellesley sortie on 20 Novembén. March 1941 it caied out bombing raids in
support of theassault on Keren

At some stage during thperiod, Pilot Officer Loughlin had completed his trainamgd was
despatched to join his squadron in North Afriele was also posted tcaqas described below.



In April 1941, following the liberation oAddis Ababathe squadron was sent to Egypt for operations
over the Western Desefithe squadron was deployed in suppor©pkration Brevityon 15 16 May

1941, an unsuccessful British offensiaedl carried out attacks on German and Italian motor transport,
with five Blenheims being shot down Messerschmitt Bf 10éighters oflll Gruppe Jagdgeschwader
27, while carrying out strafing attacks along thebruk Capuzzaoad on 21 MayThe squadron flew
attacks againd¥flaleme Airfieldon 25 and 27 May during thgattle of Creteand in June, flew in

support ofOperation Battleaxeanother unsuccessfuliBsh offensive in th@Vestern DeserOn 7

July 1941, the squadron withdrew from the Western Desert, being baBakatine and Iraq until it
returned to Egypt in Neember 1941.

A formation of five Blenheim Mark IVs (25893 'W' nearest) ofNo. 14 Squadron RAFin flight
over the Western Desert. ACurtiss Kittyhawk , one of the escorting fighters, can be seen on the
far right. (Imperial War Museum).

On 18 November 194INo.14 SquadrorBlenheim 1VZ9543took off fromLanding Ground 75 (see
map) detailed to attack twelve Axis aircraft on the landing ground at Bir el Baheira No.1 (LG 140).
Crew

89092 P/O (Pilot) Colin Dougldsoughlin RAFVR

62033 P/O (Obs.) Eric Douglasdih RAFVR

81399 P/O (WtelessOp./Air Gnr.) Alexander fanksM.C.I.S., RAFVR

The aircraftfailed to return and was postedrasssing. The crew were never seen again.

The No.14 Squadron historyfinged Promisesnentions the following:



Attacks werdlown against aircraft at Barce Megrun, and against Bir el Baheira on
the 18thNovemberl941, where German aircraft were bogged down on the airfield.
It was on this raid that Pilot Officer O'Laugh[sic] and his crew of Pilot Officers
Main and Franks wre lost. Their gravevas later found dug by the Germans and
inscribed on a simple crosko' threebrave airmen'.

Orange,Vincent et al, Winged PromisesA History of No.14 Squadron, RAF 1915
1945 puh Fairford RAF Benevolent Fund Enterprisé996), p.159.

A letter from the Air Ministry o Pilot Officer Loughlirés biotherEdwardLoughlin, dated 23 March
1942 confirmed that three graves had been found. Howewespitk a search following the end of the
war, to theheartbrealof the crevis families, their resting place could not be traced and all three men
werecommemorated on the Alamein Memorial.
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14 Squadron RAFVRLanding Ground 75 (centre pin), from where Pilot Officer CD Loughlin
and crew weredetailed to attack 12 Axis aircraft on the Bir el Baheira No.1, LG 140 (left pin).
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Pilot Officer CD Loughlin
and crew stationed inEgypt
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Farndon War Memorial
Above left:the memorialplaguelocated in the entrance haith the adjacent Memorial Hall.




At home, Pilot Officer Colin Douglas Loughlin RAFVR was recorded on the Farndon War
Memorial in St Chad's Churchyard and on the Remembrance Plaque in the Memorial Hall.




