FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Remembering the Men of Farndon

Driver 131609 HERBERT DAVIES
82nd Small Arms Ammunition Col. Royal Field Artillery
Died 28 November 1917 aged 28

Herbert Davies was the son of William Davies and his wife Elizabeth of Farndon. He was born in 1890
in Rowley Hill, a farm in Kings Marsh, just to the east of the village, and was baptised on 13 July 1891
at St Chad’s in Farndon. Sadly, he never knew his father, as William died at home aged 67 on 21
January 1891. Poor Elizabeth, aged only 35, was left to run the farm of 180 acres, with four children
all aged under five. Samuel, William’s son from his first marriage, was a close neighbour at The
Wetreins Farm, just a few hundred yards south of Rowley Hill, and probably gave her support during
this difficult time. However, into the new century, life had just become too tough. In 1903, Elizabeth
began suffering from a form of paralysis, and was cared for full time by her daughter Edith, while
Herbert, who was still at home, was working as a domestic general labourer for George Harding at
Belmont House in Churton Road. (where the Strettons also worked – see Joseph James Stretton).
They couldn’t possibly support a working farm, and they had to give up Rowley Hill, moving into
Mount Villa in Farndon village. (Mount Villa at one time was the first Post Office in the village, run by
the Ince family).

Brief ancestry tree of the Davies family of King’s Marsh

Census 1891 (above) and 1901 (below)

Census 1911

Farndon and King’s Marsh c.1895
Rowley Hill is in the centre on Barton Road, while The Wetreins Farm is to the bottom right.

King’s Marsh
Top: The Wetreins Farm
Bottom: The site of Rowley Hill to the right of Barton Road, while King’s Marsh Farm to left
was run by the Parker family (see article on Arthur Parker (‘The Parker Brothers’) ).

Mount Villa, Farndon High Street

Above: Belmont House, Churton Road
Below: Belmont House marked on the map of 1895

The Coming of War
Driver 131609 HERBERT DAVIES
82nd Small Arms Ammunition Col. Royal Field Artillery (part of 27th Division)

In the early months of the war, 27th Division were serving on the Western Front in France and
Belgium, but was ordered to Salonika in November 1915. Embarkation began on 17 November, but it
was not until 13 February 1916 that the last of the Division finally arrived. It is not known when
Herbert enlisted during the First World War as his war record has not survived, which has made
impossible to discover his precise movements. However, the 82nd Small Arms Ammunition Column
of the Royal Field Artillery were in Egypt in mid-1916, then moved into Greece on 28 September 1916
to support the Allied campaign there, but again, it isn’t known if Herbert was among them.
The Macedonian Front of the First World War (also known as the Salonika Front) evolved as the Allies
came to the aid of Serbia in the Autumn of 1915, primarily to give support against the combined
armies of Germany, Austria-Hungary and Bulgaria. However, it was too late, without sufficient
strength, and was unable to prevent the fall of the country. This was made all the more complicated
due to the internal political wrangling in Greece, nevertheless, a stable front was achieved. This ran
from the Albanian Adriatic coast to the Struma River, where the Allies were faced with forces
consisting of the Bulgarian Army and various smaller units of the Central Powers. There were
numerous local actions but the front held, until the final great Allied offensive in September 1918,
which resulted in the capitulation of Bulgaria and the liberation of Serbia.
Many historians look at this campaign as ‘the forgotten front’, especially as the Serbs were a
defeated force even as the British were moving in. Nevertheless, thousands of British and
Commonwealth forces served here, in a trench system that resembled the Western Front. Yet the
greatest killer was disease, mainly malaria, which proved to be a serious drain on Allied forces. In
total, the British forces suffered 162,517 cases of the disease of out 505,024 non-battle casualties.
In circumstances that will probably be
never known, Herbert died aged 28 on 28
November 1917 in the Greece.
Although exchanges of fire would have
gone on throughout this action, there
was no specific battle at the time of his
death. He may have been a casualty of
malaria. He is buried in Salonika (Lembet
Road) Military Cemetery, rave/memorial
reference 1294.
BRITISH FORCES IN THE SALONIKA CAMPAIGN
1915-1918
Left: Men of a British Yeomanry regiment
move down a winding dirt track into the
Struma Valley during the summer of 1916.

Private Henry L Ince, a neighbour of Herbert Davies on Barton Road, was also in Salonika, serving with
the Cheshire Regiment. He died of wounds received in action on 1 October 1918 aged twenty-three
and is also recorded on the memorial.

BRITISH FORCES IN THE
SALONIKA CAMPAIGN
1915-1918

British troops rest at a
roadside as French
troops march by during
the Balkan offensive.

Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery

Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery location
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