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FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Remembering the Men of Farndon

The Gauterin family of Farndon

Including

Private ARTHUR GAUTERIN
1063 Cheshire Yeomanry
230746 10th (Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry) Battalion,
King's Shropshire Light Infantry
T/232832 Army Service Corps
Survived the war

Private 31518 JOHN GAUTERIN
Cheshire Yeomanry
2nd Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment
Diedof Wounds16 Oct 1916 Aged 23

Private ERNEST GAUTERIN

YAYy3IQa [AGBGSN1IR2f wS3IAYSy
Did not serve abroad

Private 555866FREDERICK GAUTERIN
547 Agricultural Company, Labour Corps
Did not serve abroad

THE GERMAN GAUTERINS

THE CLUBBES OF CHURTON



Gauterin Family History

Gauterin is a French Huguenot (Protestardne,originatingduring the religious wars of the 16
and 17" centuries in Frangavhen Catholic fought Protestanfhet N i S dights yeiieQ &
protected by the Edict of Nantes in 1598&ith a view of promoting religious tolerangeowever,
when Louis XIV came to power this edict was annulled and tigeiéhots were left with no choice
but to flee to more tolerant countries Consequentlyan estimated 206800,000 left France forever
taking with them their manufacturing and traty expertise.

At this time Friedrich Il of Prussisecognising thathere was a significant skill set available which
would be valuable to his countrgffered land,a 10 year tax exemptig@and freedom of worship to

the Huguenots.Land to the north of Frankfurt was offered and gratefully accepted by many families
who founded a community and named it Friedrichsdaifter their benefactor.
For many years this was a French enclave in what watdd be part of a unified
Germanyunder Bismarclkhowever, the native populatiorgraduallyintegrated so
that the ethnic mixbecame more German as time wore,@fthough the
proliferation of French Christian names continued throughout th8 asd 19"
centuries Irto this community was born Charles Gauterin (my great grandfather o Friedrichsdorf
1850 to parents Alphonse and Marie Gauterin.

After the AustrePrussian War of 186@Prussia acquired further territories and it
soon became apparent a war with France was being manipulatedh increasingly militaristic
dynasty.Accordingly in the course of preparation§ harles received his talp papers for the
Prussian Army As young as he wabke knew that he could not fight and kill Frenchrmeamd he, along
with others in the communitywere put in an intolerablposition, so heleft those shores foBritain,
although hissisters fled to Astria.

The Gauterins in Farndon

Charleggradually began tavork his way umorth, taking any work
that was offered By 1881 he was in Farndand working as a butler
living at The Lodge in Church Lane, a cottage that originally served
main buitling of Farndon Hallln 1881 it wasbeing run as small
boarding house byrances Hughesand it is likely that Charlesas
working in themore substantiaHall for the master Gilbert ParryThe
Hall had previously been used as a boys school,Hauhew owner
was living on income from his estate.

/ K| Niitugeanile Jane Woddim, meanwhilewas living in a cottage
justa few yards away on Bridge Streahd was employed as a
RNBaavYl { SN {KS gl a | tf20Ft 3
family had lived in the village or local hamleatgere they had farmed
for generations. Charles Gauterin ¢.1890

Also staying with Jane was Thomas Sergison, a young boy of sixteen who had been oaftleaned

the death of both of his Irish parents. His father was Richard S®ergihe schoolmaster of Fern Hill

and the school sadly folded after his deatiihe Woolms took in the 5 year old on the death of his
mother Rachel in 1869 and brought him up as their ward.



By mid-1881, Jane had married Charles
Gauterin which no dabt turned a few
heads in the sleepy villagea local
FINYSND& I ANI reddntNNE
arrived but Charles was quickly accepted
and made Farndon hjgearmanenthome.
He soon realised the income of a butler
would not be enough to support his
growing family and he made the brave
decision to set himself up in business as ¢._ -
carrier.

By 1891he and his family had taken over |
the Lodge and were the sole occupants, |
although there were now six children andIB .
they could afford a livén servant. By
1901 the family had grown to eleven
children and the business had evolved
from carrying goods to and fro@hester and
Broxton Station(which had opened in 18j2toa | Farndonc.1900. The LodgeirsChurch Lane,
bus service running regularly from Farndon to immediatelyto the left of the church
Chester and Wrexham.

All eleven childen were still at home;Mary (1882, Elizabeth Elsél883), Charles Richar(l885),
Frederick Willian{1886), Jenny(1888), Arthur (my grandfatherc 1890, Richard(1891), John
(1893, Ernest(1895, Emily(1896), Beryl Seling1900).

The older chdren soon began to leave the nest; Mary

married in 1905, and eldest son Charles married in 1907 and
was living nearby in Church Lane with an infant son, while
working as a bus driver for his father, which also operated as a
post bus.

Elizabeth was a kvin cook in a large house in 24 Liverpool
Road, Chester, and Frederick, still single, had also moved to
the town to work as a mail cart contractor for the G.P.O.
(likely to be linked to the family business).

In 1911 at the time of the census, seven o thildren were

still at home. Jenny, nowtwerty KNS S> gl a Wl aa
K2YSQ> ! NIKdZNE G¢gSyideszr gl a g2
Richard (19) and John (17) were assisting in the family

business, Ernest (fifteen) was a telegraph messenger boy, and
Emily (fourteen) and Beryl (eleven) were still at school.

Later, the business would be extended to run @mnibus

service to Chester and charabanc tr{pad would be

eventually bought out by Crosvilldut that was in the future.

Jane (Woolam) Gauterinc 1900
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The LodgeChurch Lanefarndon




24 Liverpool Road in Chester, where Elizabeth Gauterin weto service as a cook, and whetglen Ball
CNB RS NA 01 Qalso Watkéddabl&Bouserai S

Farndon SchooGroup Bc.1903.
Richard is top row fourth from the leftwith his brother John fifth from left
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Church Lane, Farndon.

Oldg Coﬂ'aqes, Farndon.

Church Lane ¢.1905

59990 4V,
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After two decades of rural village life, was clear that Farndon, was to be the permanent home for
Charles and his familgnd he wisely appliedor naturalisation as a British subjectde may have

been motivated by the political sittian in Europe,asthe militaristic rumblings from the now united
Germany plusthe British governmer@ weak responses must have raised concerns in his.mifus
status was granted ofd April 1902y the Home Officeand authorised on their behalfy Harry
BarnstonM.P.of Crewe Hallasthe localJustice of the Peadandcostng £5!).

Harry Barnston went on to serve as an officer in the Cheshire Yeomanry and was extremely popular
with his tenants and constituents when he went on to become anmMRRever,he was by no means

a modest manand someone unkindly commented that he suffered all his life from having three
admiring sisters who never ceased to tell him how wonderful he ead as a bachelor rone to

redress the balance!

Modern view of Church
Lane The Lodgés the
first house on the left.

Modern view of the Old Forge,
Church Lane, Farndon

The Smithy camlso be seen in the
previousview of the bus, behind the
man leaning on his bicycle

(Arthur Gauterin was working for
the local blacksmith)




Subject, be deemed to b,
of that State in pursuance
T effect,

Name this .20 /f dy

Lo

No.. 12465

(A)
NATURALIZATION ACTS, 1870.

Certificate of Naturalization to an Alien,

t@hereas &AA/C./{ % M/Q/w

an Alien, now residing at M -(,ﬂ /Z &—z‘/c‘/d:

/
NI
has presented to me, the Right Honourable Ao foren

% one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State,

a Memorial, praying for a Certificate of Naturalization, and alleging that he is a

Subject of /z
Ve \7 4

[T TR

A AL




No.12466

and that in the period of eight years preceding his application he has resideq for
five years within the United Kingdom, and intends, when naturalized, to reside
therein : g d

And whereas I have inquired into the circumstances of the case, and have
received such evidence as I have deemed necessary for proving the truth of the

NATU
allegations contained in such Memorial, so far as the same relate to the
Memorialist : ; )
Now, in pursuance of the authority given to me by the said Acts, I grant Certificat

to the aforesaid // ,{ a 4\(7’ 9 /\@( W/(/"*’(/’\

this Certificate, and declare that he is hereby naturaliu.ed as a Bfitish S_Ubjcc[,
and that, upon taking the Oath of Allegiance, he shall in t%le United ngd.()m
be entitled to all political and other rights, powers, and' pnv'xleges: and be sub_}ect
to all obligations, to which a natural-born British Subject is entitled or Sul')_]e.ct
in the United Kingdom ; with this qualification, that he s?lall not, when within
the limits of the Foreign State of which he was a Subject, be de.emed to be
a British Subject, unless he has ceased to be a Subject of that State in pursuance
of the laws thereof, or in pursuance of a Treaty to that effect.

hereas }2’"0

an Alien, now residing at

t/:éw«,?

In witness whegeof I have hereto subscribed my Name this 1 day
of A {11 ar e\ 1908, has presented to me, the
Home OFFICE, CZ,«A . ) /Q(E&“C

Lonpon.

Oath of Allegiance.
1, &,«A/&/X %Q N@;AA,

do swear that [ will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King
Edward, His Heirs and Successors, according to law.

2000000300300000

0
“His

Majesty’s Stationery Office by

So help me GOD.

(Signature of Alien)

s
Sworn and subscribed this /’ « day of W 1943, before me¢

@i -}zp//am A?MJ_A-GM

Justice of the Peace forw‘%&‘ﬂéﬁ

A Commissioner for Oaths,
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John
Gauterin
18211931

Giyn
Gauterin
s22gE2.
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Brief extractfrom the Gauterin family tree
The chart below is an extension to the left side of the chart above.




Arthur Gauterin

When war in 1914 became inevitable, one can
only imagine the consternation in the Gauterin
household (as no doubt,in every other family
in the villagewith young men of military age
Arthur had already joined the Cheshire
Yeomanry and was mobilised as part of B
(Eaton)Squadronconcentrating at Eccleston b
10 August where it was joined by the
remainder of he Welsh Border Mounted
Brigade. August was spent fitting out,
administerirg medicalsand other essential
preparations. By 3 September 1914, the
Regiment was ready move to their appointed
war footing location at Thetford in Norfolk.

There were 200 men and B0O0 horses to
transport, and it took 13 special trains to
accompish the move But first, the whole
contingent along with all accoutrements,
including the Chester Ambulance Corps,
paradeddown Eaton Road through the main
streets of Chesteland around the Cros$o
muster atthe Cattle Marke{now Gorse Stacks)
so that the horses could bied andwatered
Once themarchwascompleted and before
entraining B Squadron was sent on ahead and
halted in the Town Hall Squargo that the people of Chester could say goodbye to their local
Squadron. It was much appreaied by large crowdbning the streetsjeading the local press to
describe the scene as,

WG KS {ljdzZ- RNRY Ssladding dlifiSrRhe ltrdly nifighificens dgudde and

its architectural beautt & 2y S GKI G0 oAttt y20 Slhairate o6S ¥F2

It must have been a superb sight and soun@ut out of the 2,000 men on parade to the statidi86
would lose their lives and noteturn. Meanwhile, lhe remainder of 19145 was spent in Norfolk
training, waiting for the call up tehe Front.

In November thatyear, they converted to a dismounted unit. While in Lowestoft they received
orders to embark for Egypt on the transport shifaverfordon 3 March 1916. The journey took
twelve days and they eventually disembarked in Alexandria on 15 March, becomingf phet 4"
Dismounted Brigade at the Beni Salama Camp. On 18 April 1916, the Cheshire Yeomanry entraine
at Wardar and moved to Minia Lower Camp, and towards the end of May two officers andfiverty
other ranks were posted to join thé"@mperial Caral Corps. ! NIi K dzZND & & hoNdurdded) 2 NR
but the photograph of him at this time shatim indesert uniform with camels in the background
sothere is a possibilithe was part of the Camel Corps detachment

The following year the®1CheshireYeomanry merged with the 171Shropshire Yeomanry to form the
10" Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry Battalidine regiment moved to Palestine in 1917, this
time as a half battalion of the 10th King's Shropshire Light Infantry and saw fierce figh&imgt the



Churton F.C. in the 1911 2 season with 21
year oldArthur Gauterinon the front row.




Arthur Gauterin, 'Line Cheshire Yeomanry, Norfolk 1918







Left: Arthur Gauterin (left)
with the Cheshire Yeomanry

in Egypt

Below: Arthur Gauterin, possibly serving
with the Camel Crps detachment




Turks in battles for Jerusalem, Jericho and Tel A@ammander of No.2 Company, Captain Hugh
Aldersey, of Coddington was killed in action during this last batteewsélld certainly have been
known to Arthur as he was the local squire of Aldersey, a neighbouring village to Farndon, and he
probably also knew Thomas Edge, a local lad from Barton, who later lost his life and is recorded on
the Farndon memorial.

In April 1918 they were sent to France and suffered heavy casualties in fighting around the Somme
area,Bapaume and EpehyArthur was a farrier and so was not part of this latter deployment and

was transferred to the ASC (Army Service Coaffectionately i 2 6y o6& (GKS a2t RASN
/I I @F £ NBEQHUO ® CKA& LRadAy3 YlLe 2dzald KIFI@gS alk gSR
discharged from the depot at Prees Heath. He returned to Farndon and married Alice Annie Clubbe

of the Old Farm imearby Churton on 10 February 192@e€ more of the Clubbes belpwOn a
personal family note, | was too young to get to know my grandfather properly, he had a massive

A0NR1S AY UKS YAR mMdnanQas | F3GSN asSwheAweSonkvy K

two. A great shame, | would have loved to have spent time talking to him of his experiences.

Above: Wedding photograph of Arthur Gauterin of Farndon and Alice Annie Clubbe of the Old Farm in nearby
Churton on 10 February 1920The photograph shows a mixture of Gauterins and Clubbes.

In WW1, Arthur Clubbésecond row, third fom the right) joined the Royal Engineers, Joseph Clulback row,
second from righ} the Army Service Corps, John Clubbe (not pictured) the Royal Army Medical Corps, and Ed
Clubbe (middle row, second from left) the South Lancashire Regiment, thenGheshire Regiment.
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Medal Index Card forArthur
Gauterinshowing he was
awarded the British Medal and
the Victory Medal for war
service.




John Gauterin

I NI KdzZNR& @ 2dzy 3SNJ o NP
signed up in the Cheshire Yeomannat the
time he was working as a stablemagrooking
after the horses in the family carrier busines:
He joined upon 15 October 1914 in Chester
with two good friends, Bob Tilston from Holt
and Charlie Williamson from Churtdalso

see the separate article for @. Williamson)
All three were assigned to thé®Line
stationed in Northumberland as part of the
Home Defences. German warships had
bombarded the east coast early in the war, |
and it was thought that a threat could come
in that area. Wvas privilegd to be able to talk |
Fd €tSy3dkK gA0GK .20 A
the only one of the three friends to survive
the war, and he was able to describe the
period quite graphically. What follows has
been gleaned from some of those fascinatin
conversatims.

The 2¢ Line was split up in Northumberland

B Squadron was stationed in Morpeth with the
Headquarters troop; A Squadron was billetted in
Plessey Farm near Stannington; and C Squadron were in the farm buildings of Longhirst Hall, also
near Morpeth (now a prestigious golf club). John was with A Squadron at Plessey. They were part
of the 17" Mounted Brigade, 63rd (2nd) Northumberland Division. TH&es responsibilities

were for a sector of the coastal defence along with tfid_heof the Northern Cyclists who were

later added to the force in December 1915. Bob Tilston reflected many years later that the horses
they had were from Canada and semi wild, and it took many hours of training to break them into
cavalry mounts, so it musave grieved him and the Yeomanry greatly when they were dismounted
and turned into a cyclist unit as part of th& €yclist Brigade in May 1916.

Farndon School Group B ¢.1903.
Richard left, Johmight.

In the meantime, they were engaged on training and patrolling the area. Bob was close friends with
Chat AS 2AffAlYazys GKSe& S@Sy t221SR aAYAf Il N LK
GoAyaqQs a4 GKSe& ¢gSNB Ffgleéa GOKIFaay3a GKS 3IAN
Sergeant Major Roberts had taken a dislike to both efith which was reciprocated. Bob recounted

one escapade which still amused him many years later; the food given to the troops was very poor
jdz- ft AGes K2gSOSNE GKS aSyA2Nl b/ hQa KIFER Syao?
were, generalld LIS { Ay 33 dzyadAyidAy3a Ay aSNBAyYy3a GKSyYaSt
hyS RIFI& .20 &alAR (2 /[ KIFNI AS - hayiBlly Weaiksfver wdda & 2 dz
NBaz2dzyRAYy3d daé&Saéx a2 (KI G S@8SindaidBokidinteéd os Sy (

I KIF NI ASQa ol 01 = FYyR 320G Ay UGKNRdAK | oNR1SY
b/ hQas (KS& KIR GKSANI WwWa22R FTSSRQ G4KSy oO6NR1S
Well, said Bob, the wrath that falpon the troops can be imagined, the sergeant major had them on
LJ Ny RS FyR ANRtEf SR SOSNER 2yS AYRAGARdIZ ffeod a
and professed to having been writing letters home at the time of the said offence. Severml mo
parades followed, along with dire threats, but the culprits were never discovered. It was only the
day before Bob was posted to France some time later that he approached Sgt Major Roberts and told

S
O
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Before the move to France, the patrolling and training continued. | asked Bob of his specific
memories of my greatincle John. He recalled that he svéll and quiet but that when holding the
reins of his horse when it was cold, his hands went very blue! That will be the inherent Gauterin
circulation problem then!

One incident stood out for Bob during this time; Zeppelins had been conductingmabdimbing

raids over the north east (and elsewhere) at this time and on the evening of 14 April 1915, at around
8.30pm, one was heard overhead. It is thought that this was Zeppelin L9, under the command of
Kapitanleutnant Heinrich Mathy, which hadkén off from Emden(on its first mission) to bomb
Newcastle, but had meandered over Wallsend, before progressing north over Dudley , Cramlington
and Bedlington, and finally heading back over the North Sea via Blyth. As it progressed, dropping
random bambs to no great effect along the way, one of these bombs landed near Plessey, the blast
causing damage to windows. Troops on the ground had attempted to bring it down by rifle fire
without effect, but there was a nearby flight of fighter aircraft kept readiness for such an

incursion. However, when one of the fighters took off it was too low and clipped telegraph wires in
its path, flipping it into a barn where it exploded into flames. The Yeomanry were called to clear the
area, but there was obously nothing that could be done for the pilot. The farmer and his family had
miraculously managed to escape, but no approach could be made until the ruins had cooled down.
The following day, Bob was detailed to accompany the medical officer to iBtrieit KS LIA £ 2 (1 Q3
was burnt to a cinder, and Bob had to hold a lantern whilst the doctor examined the Gdudy.
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a picture of a wife or girlfriend.Bob was beginning to pale by now but the doctor said to him as they
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enough the broken vertebrae was clear through the burnt flesh.

Kapitanleutnant Mathy and his Zeppelin L31 were eventually shot dowf%hli€utenant W.

Tempest over Potters Bar near London, on 1 October 1916, and he was killedvélohg crew. He
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fire and was destroyed in its shed in Fuhlsbuttel on 19 September 1916.

As May 1916 arrived, the Yeomanry lost their horses as they theough the process of

dismounting the regimentwhat a traumatic affair that must have been; cavalrymen being
dismounted! Bob said goodbye to his horse Joe, never to see him again, and bicycles were issued.
That might not have been too bad, but haffthe boys had never ridden a bike and had to be taught
chaos! Even more so, as there was an inspection by the Duke of Connaught of the Tyne Garrison
troops, and the Yeomanry were chosen to represent the Cyclist Units and as no ceremonial drill had
been drawn up for bicycles they had to make it up and hope for the best!

PLAYER’S CIGARETTES.
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Cheshire Yeomanry. (Earl of Chester’s). (Hussars).
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TG hied. by bomb ar. Bedlisaton i fanee 60 fact.




Above: W | Q { |j dZICheBleyYeamrrmy at &sey Farm 1915Bob Tilston is very recognisable, being in th

middle row, eleven from the left Charlie Williamson just behind him.JohnGauterin is also in the photograph, but
Bob Tilston could not pick him out

Below:Troop posing in front of thdarm building where the windows were blown out by the Zeppelin bomb. Bob|
Tilston is & from the left, with Charlie Williamson to his right.




