
 
 

FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
 

Remembering the Men of Farndon 
 
 
 
 

The Gauterin family of Farndon 
 
 

Including 
 

Private ARTHUR GAUTERIN 
1063 Cheshire Yeomanry 

230746 10th (Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry) Battalion,  
King's Shropshire Light Infantry 
T/232832 Army Service Corps 

Survived the war 

 
 

Private 31518 JOHN GAUTERIN 
Cheshire Yeomanry 

2nd Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment  
Died of Wounds 16 Oct 1916 Aged 23 

 
 

Private  ERNEST GAUTERIN 
YƛƴƎΩǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ  

Did not serve abroad 
 
 

Private 555866 FREDERICK GAUTERIN 
547 Agricultural Company, Labour Corps 

Did not serve abroad 
 
 

THE GERMAN GAUTERINS 
 

THE CLUBBES OF CHURTON 
 

 



Gauterin Family History 
 

Gauterin is a French Huguenot (Protestant) name, originating during the religious wars of the 16th 
and 17th centuries in France, when Catholic fought Protestant.  The tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘΩǎ rights were 
protected by the Edict of Nantes in 1598,  with a view of promoting religious tolerance, however, 
when Louis XIV came to power this edict was annulled and the Huguenots were left with no choice 
but to flee to more tolerant countries.  Consequently,  an estimated 200-300,000  left France forever, 
taking with them their manufacturing and trading  expertise. 
 
At this time, Friedrich II of Prussia, recognising that there was a significant skill set available which 
would be valuable to his country, offered land, a 10 year tax exemption, and freedom of worship to 
the Huguenots.  Land to the north of Frankfurt was offered and gratefully accepted by many families, 
who founded a community and named it Friedrichsdorf  after their benefactor.  
For many years this was a French enclave in what would later be part of a unified 
Germany under Bismarck, however,   the native population gradually integrated so 
that the ethnic mix became more German as time wore on, although the 
proliferation of French Christian names continued throughout the 18th and 19th 
centuries.  Into this community was born Charles Gauterin (my great grandfather) in 
1850 to parents Alphonse and Marie Gauterin. 
 
After the Austro-Prussian War of 1866,  Prussia acquired further territories and it 
soon became apparent a war with France was being manipulated by an increasingly militaristic 
dynasty. Accordingly,  in the course of preparations, Charles received his call up papers for the 
Prussian Army.  As young as he was, he knew that he could not fight and kill Frenchmen and he, along 
with others in the community, were put in an intolerable position,  so he left those shores for Britain, 
although his sisters fled to Austria. 
 
The Gauterins in Farndon 
 

Charles gradually began to work his way up north,  taking any work 
that was offered.  By 1881 he was in Farndon and working as a butler, 
living at The Lodge in Church Lane, a cottage that originally served the 
main building of Farndon Hall.   In 1881, it was being run as a small 
boarding house by Frances Hughes,  and it is likely that Charles was 
working in the more substantial Hall for the master Gilbert Parry.   The 
Hall had previously been used as a boys school, but the new owner 
was living on income from his estate.   
 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩ future wife Jane Woollam, meanwhile, was living in a cottage 
just a few yards away on Bridge Street, and was employed as a 
ŘǊŜǎǎƳŀƪŜǊΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƛǊƭ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ CŀǊƴŘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
family had lived in the village or local hamlets, where they had farmed 
for generations.     
 
Also staying with Jane was Thomas Sergison, a young boy of sixteen who had been orphaned after 
the death of both of his Irish parents.  His father was Richard Sergison, the schoolmaster of Fern Hill 
and the school sadly folded after his death.  The Woollams took in the 5 year old on the death of his 
mother Rachel in 1869 and brought him up as their ward.   
 

Charles Gauterin c.1890 



By mid-1881, Jane had married Charles 
Gauterin, which no doubt turned a few 
heads in the sleepy village ς a local 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ƎƛǊƭ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴ recently 
arrived, but Charles was quickly accepted 
and made Farndon his permanent home.  
He soon realised the income of a butler 
would not be enough to support his 
growing family, and he made the brave 
decision to set himself up in business as a 
carrier.     
 
By 1891, he and his family had taken over 
the Lodge and were the sole occupants, 
although there were now  six children and 
they could afford a live-in servant.    By 
1901 the family had grown to eleven 
children and the business had evolved 
from carrying goods to and from Chester and 
Broxton Station  (which had opened in 1872),  to a 
bus service running regularly from Farndon to 
Chester and Wrexham. 
 
All eleven children were still at home;   Mary (1882), Elizabeth Elsa (1883), Charles Richard (1885), 
Frederick William (1886), Jenny (1888), Arthur (my grandfather ς 1890),  Richard (1891),  John 
(1893), Ernest (1895), Emily (1896),  Beryl Selina (1900).  
 

The older children soon began to leave the nest;  Mary 
married in 1905, and eldest son Charles married in 1907 and 
was living nearby in Church Lane with an infant son, while 
working as a bus driver for his father, which also operated as a 
post bus.  
 
Elizabeth was a live-in cook in a large house in 24 Liverpool 
Road, Chester, and Frederick, still single, had also moved to 
the town to work as a mail cart contractor for the G.P.O. 
(likely to be linked to the family business).  
 
In 1911 at the time of the census, seven of the children were 
still at home.    Jenny, now twenty-ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ǿŀǎ ΨŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
ƘƻƳŜΩΣ !ǊǘƘǳǊΣ ǘǿŜƴǘȅΣ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ .ƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΣ 
Richard (19) and John (17) were assisting in the family 
business, Ernest (fifteen) was a telegraph messenger boy, and 
Emily (fourteen) and Beryl (eleven) were still at school.     
Later, the business would be extended to run an omnibus 
service to Chester and charabanc trips (and would be 
eventually bought out by Crosville), but that was in the future. 
 
 

 
 

Jane (Woollam) Gauterin c 1900 

Farndon c.1900.  The  Lodge is  in Church Lane, 
immediately to the left of the church. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The  Lodge, Church Lane, Farndon 



 

 

 
Farndon School Group B c.1903.    

Richard is top row fourth from the left, with his brother John fifth from left. 

24 Liverpool Road in Chester, where Elizabeth Gauterin went into service as a cook, and where Ellen Ball, 
CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛŦŜ, also worked as a housemaid. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Census 1901 (above) and 1911 (below) 
The Lodge, Church Lane, Farndon 



 

 

 
 Church Lane c.1905 



 

 
[ƻŎŀƭ .ǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ wŀǾŜƴΩ όCŀǊƴŘƻƴ !ǊƳǎύ ŎΦмфлр-1910 



After two decades of rural village life,  it was clear that Farndon,  was to be the permanent home for 
Charles and his family, and he wisely applied for naturalisation as a British subject.   He may have 
been motivated by the political situation in Europe,  as the militaristic rumblings from the now united 
Germany, plus the British governmentΩs weak responses must have raised concerns in his mind.   This 
status was granted on 9 April 1902 by the Home Office, and authorised on their behalf by Harry 
Barnston M.P. of Crewe Hall, as the local Justice of the Peace (and costing £5!).    
 
Harry Barnston went on to serve as an officer in the Cheshire Yeomanry and was extremely popular 
with his  tenants and constituents when he went on to become an MP, however, he was by no means 
a modest man, and someone unkindly commented that he suffered all his life from having three 
admiring sisters who never ceased to tell him how wonderful he was, and as a bachelor no-one to 
redress the balance! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Modern view of Church 
Lane.  The Lodge is the 
first house on the left. 

Modern view of the Old Forge,  
Church Lane, Farndon 

 
The Smithy can also be seen in the 

previous view of the bus, behind the 
man leaning on his bicycle 

 
(Arthur Gauterin was working for 

the local blacksmith) 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brief extract from the Gauterin family tree.   
The chart below is an extension to the left side of the chart above. 



 
Arthur Gauterin 
 

When war in 1914 became inevitable,  one can 
only imagine the consternation in the Gauterin 
household, (as, no doubt, in every other family 
in the village, with young men of military age).  
Arthur had already  joined the Cheshire 
Yeomanry and was mobilised as part of B 
(Eaton) Squadron, concentrating at Eccleston by 
10 August,  where it was joined by the 
remainder of the Welsh Border Mounted 
Brigade.   August was spent fitting out, 
administering medicals, and other essential 
preparations.    By 3 September 1914,  the 
Regiment was ready move to their appointed 
war footing location at Thetford in Norfolk. 
 

There were 2,000 men and 1,800 horses to 
transport, and it took 13 special trains to 
accomplish the move. But first, the whole 
contingent,  along with all accoutrements, 
including the Chester Ambulance Corps,  
paraded down Eaton Road through the main 
streets of Chester, and around the Cross, to 
muster at the Cattle Market (now Gorse Stacks), 
so that the horses could be fed and watered.    
Once the march was completed, and before 
entraining, B Squadron was sent on ahead and 
halted in the Town Hall Square, so that the people of Chester could say goodbye to their local 
Squadron.   It was much appreciated by large crowds lining the streets, leading the local press to 
describe the scene  as, 

ΨǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊ, standing within the truly magnificent square and 
its architectural beauty, ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΩΦ 

 
It must have been a superb sight and sound.   But out of the 2,000 men on parade to the station, 186 
would lose their lives and not  return.   Meanwhile, the remainder of 1914-15 was spent in Norfolk 
training, waiting for the call up to the Front. 
 

In November that year, they converted to a dismounted unit.   While in Lowestoft they received 
orders to embark for Egypt on the transport ship Haverford on 3 March 1916.  The journey took 
twelve days and they eventually disembarked in Alexandria on 15 March, becoming part of the 4th 
Dismounted Brigade at the Beni Salama Camp.  On 18 April 1916, the Cheshire Yeomanry entrained 
at Wardar and moved to Minia Lower Camp, and towards the end of May two officers and thirty-five 
other ranks were posted to join the 6th Imperial Camel Corps.   !ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ ǿŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ Ƙŀs not survived, 
but the photograph of him at this time shows him in desert uniform, with camels in the background, 
so there is a possibility he was part of the Camel Corps detachment.   
 
The following year the 1st Cheshire Yeomanry merged with the 1/1st Shropshire Yeomanry to form the 
10th  Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry Battalion.   The regiment moved to Palestine in 1917, this 
time as a half battalion of the 10th King's Shropshire Light Infantry and saw fierce fighting against the  



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Churton F.C. in the 1911/12 season with 21 
year old Arthur Gauterin on the front row. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Arthur Gauterin,  1st Line Cheshire Yeomanry,  Norfolk 1914-15 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Arthur Gauterin,  1st Line Cheshire Yeomanry,  Norfolk 1914-15 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Left: Arthur Gauterin (left) 
with the Cheshire Yeomanry 

in Egypt 

Below:   Arthur Gauterin, possibly serving 
with the Camel Corps detachment 



 
Turks in battles for Jerusalem, Jericho and Tel Azur.   Commander of No.2 Company, Captain Hugh 
Aldersey, of Coddington was killed in action during this last battle.  He would certainly have been 
known to Arthur as he was the local squire of Aldersey, a neighbouring village to Farndon, and he 
probably also knew Thomas Edge, a local lad from Barton, who later lost his life and is recorded on 
the Farndon memorial.   
 
In April 1918, they were sent to France and suffered heavy casualties in fighting around the Somme 
area, Bapaume and Epehy.  Arthur was a farrier and so was not part of this latter deployment and 
was transferred to the ASC (Army Service Corps - affectionately kƴƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊȅ ŀǎ Ψ!ƭƭȅ {ƭƻǇŜǊǎ 
/ŀǾŀƭǊȅΩΗύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ   IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ Wǳƭȅ мфмфΣ   ōŜƛƴƎ 
discharged from the depot at Prees Heath.  He returned to Farndon and married Alice Annie Clubbe 
of the Old Farm in nearby Churton on 10 February 1920.  (see more of the Clubbes below).   On a 
personal family note, I was too young to get to know my grandfather properly, he had a massive 
ǎǘǊƻƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ мфплΩǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ DǳŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ !ǊǘƘǳǊ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфрн when I was only 
two.  A great shame, I would have loved to have spent time talking to him of his experiences.    
 

 

 
 

Above:  Wedding photograph of Arthur Gauterin of Farndon and Alice Annie Clubbe of the Old Farm in nearby 
Churton on 10 February 1920.   The photograph shows a mixture of Gauterins and Clubbes.   
 
In WW1, Arthur Clubbe (second row, third from the right) joined the Royal Engineers,  Joseph Clubbe (back row,  
second from right) the Army Service Corps,  John Clubbe (not pictured) the Royal Army Medical Corps, and Edwin 
Clubbe (middle row, second from left) the South Lancashire Regiment, then the Cheshire Regiment.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Medal Index Card for  Arthur 
Gauterin showing he was 
awarded the British Medal and 
the Victory Medal for war 
service.  



John Gauterin 
 

!ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
signed up in the Cheshire Yeomanry.   At the 
time he was working as a stableman ς looking 
after the horses in the family carrier business.   
He joined up on 15 October 1914  in Chester 
with two good friends,  Bob Tilston from Holt,  
and Charlie Williamson from Churton (also 
see the separate article for C. N. Williamson).  
All three were assigned to the 2nd Line, 
stationed in Northumberland as part of the 
Home Defences.  German warships had 
bombarded the east coast early in the war,   
and it was thought that a threat could come 
in that area.  I was privileged to be able to talk 
ŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ .ƻō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулΩǎΤ   ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
the only one of the three friends to survive 
the war, and he was able to describe the 
period quite graphically.    What follows has 
been gleaned from some of those fascinating 
conversations.   
 

The 2nd  Line was split up in Northumberland -   
B Squadron was stationed in Morpeth with the 
Headquarters troop;  A Squadron was billetted in 
Plessey Farm near Stannington;  and C  Squadron were in the farm buildings of Longhirst Hall, also 
near Morpeth (now a prestigious golf club).   John was with A Squadron at Plessey.   They were part 
of the 17th Mounted Brigade, 63rd (2nd) Northumberland Division.   The 2nd Lines responsibilities 
were for a sector of the coastal defence along with the 1st Line of the Northern Cyclists who were 
later added to the force in December 1915.   Bob Tilston reflected many years later that the horses 
they had were from Canada and semi wild, and it took many hours of training to break them into 
cavalry mounts,  so it must have grieved him and the Yeomanry greatly when they were dismounted 
and turned into a cyclist unit as part of the 6th Cyclist Brigade in May  1916.   
 
In the meantime, they were engaged on training and patrolling the area. Bob was close friends with 
CharƭƛŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ΨǘƘŜ 
ǘǿƛƴǎΩΣ  ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ άŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜέΦ  ό.ƻōǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƴŜΗύΦ  
Sergeant Major Roberts had taken a dislike to both of them - which was reciprocated.  Bob recounted 
one escapade which still amused him many years later;  the food given to the troops was very poor 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ  ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ b/hΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŜƴǎŎƻƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǳǘōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ tƭŜǎǎŜȅ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ 
were, generally ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǳƴǎǘƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ΨƎǊǳōΩΦ   
hƴŜ Řŀȅ .ƻō ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ άŘƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŜŜŘΚέ -  naturally the answer was a 
ǊŜǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ άȅŜǎέΣ  ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘing and Bob climbed on 
/ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ  ōŀŎƪΣ  ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ǇƛƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ 
b/hΩǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƎƻƻŘ ŦŜŜŘΩ ǘƘŜƴ ōǊƻƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘŜƴΗ 
Well, said Bob,  the wrath that fell upon the troops can be imagined, the sergeant major had them on 
ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛƭƭŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅΦ  aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǿƛƴǎΩ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭƛŎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 
and professed to having been writing letters home at the time of the said offence.  Several more 
parades followed,  along with dire threats,   but the culprits were never discovered.  It was only the 
day before Bob was posted to France some time later that he approached Sgt Major Roberts and told 

Farndon School Group B c.1903.    
Richard left, John right. 



 
ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜŘΦ  ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛm to do anything by then, but the look on his face 
ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎΩΣ  .ƻō ŎƘƻǊǘƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 
 
Before the move to France, the patrolling and training continued.  I asked Bob of his specific 
memories of my great-uncle John.  He recalled that he was tall and quiet but that when holding the 
reins of his horse when it was cold,  his hands went very blue!   That will be the inherent Gauterin 
circulation problem then! 
 
One incident stood out for Bob during this time;  Zeppelins had been conducting random bombing 
raids over the north east (and elsewhere) at this time and on the evening of 14 April 1915,  at around 
8.30pm,  one was heard overhead.  It is thought that this was Zeppelin L9,  under the command of  
Kapitanleutnant Heinrich Mathy,  which had taken off from Emden(on its first mission) to bomb 
Newcastle,  but had meandered over Wallsend,  before progressing north over Dudley , Cramlington 
and Bedlington,  and finally heading back over the North Sea via Blyth.  As it progressed,  dropping 
random bombs to no great effect along the way,  one of these bombs landed near Plessey,  the blast 
causing damage to windows.   Troops on the ground had attempted to bring it down by rifle fire 
without effect, but there was a nearby flight of fighter aircraft kept on readiness for such an 
incursion.    However,  when one of the fighters took off it was too low and clipped telegraph wires in 
its path,  flipping it into a barn where it exploded into flames.  The Yeomanry were called to clear the 
area, but there was obviously nothing that could be done for the pilot. The farmer and his family had 
miraculously managed to escape,  but no approach could be made until the ruins had cooled down.  
The following day, Bob was detailed to accompany the medical officer to retrievŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅΦ  IŜ 
was burnt to a cinder, and Bob had to hold a lantern whilst the doctor examined the body.  The 
doctor retrieved ŀ ƭƻŎƪŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƴŜŎƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ  
a picture of a wife or girlfriend.   Bob was beginning to pale by now but the doctor said to him as they 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΣ  Ω¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ  Ψ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƪΩΣ .ƻō ƎǳƭǇŜŘΣ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǊŜŘ ōƻŘȅΦ   ΨbƻΣ ƭƻƻƪΣ  Ƙƛǎ ƴŜŎƪ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅΩΦ  {ǳǊŜ 
enough the broken vertebrae was clear through the burnt flesh. 
 
Kapitanleutnant Mathy and his Zeppelin L31 were eventually shot down by 2nd  Lieutenant W. 
Tempest over Potters Bar near London, on 1 October 1916, and he was killed along with his crew.  He 
ƘŀŘ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōǳǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ΨŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ   ½ŜǇǇŜƭƛƴ [ф ŎŀǳƎƘǘ 
fire and was destroyed in its shed in Fuhlsbuttel on 19 September 1916. 
 
As May 1916 arrived, the Yeomanry lost their horses as they went through the process of 
dismounting the regiment - what a traumatic affair that must have been; cavalrymen being 
dismounted!  Bob said goodbye to his horse Joe, never to see him again, and bicycles were issued.  
That might not have been too bad, but half of the boys had never ridden a bike and had to be taught - 
chaos!   Even more so, as there was an inspection by the Duke of Connaught of the Tyne Garrison 
troops, and the Yeomanry were chosen to represent the Cyclist Units and as no ceremonial drill had 
been drawn up for bicycles they had to make it up and hope for the best! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Above:  Ψ !Ω {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ нκмst  Cheshire Yeomanry at Plessey Farm  1915.  Bob Tilston is very recognisable, being in the 
middle row, eleven from the left, Charlie Williamson just behind him.   John Gauterin is also in the photograph, but 
Bob Tilston could not pick him out. 
 
Below: Troop posing in front of the farm building where the windows were blown out by the Zeppelin bomb.  Bob 
Tilston  is 8th  from the left, with Charlie Williamson to his right. 

 


