FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Remembering the Men of Farndon

Private 36551 HENRY L INCE
2nd Battalion, Cheshire Regiment
Died 1 October 1918 Aged 23
Private Henry Ince was the son of Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Ince, of Barton Rd., Farndon, Chester.
He was the brother of Albert Ince who was killed in the Third Battle of Ypres, Belgium in October
1917, who is also on the Farndon Memorial.
Henry ‘Harry’ Ince was born in 1896 in Farndon, the sixth of seven brothers. On leaving school his
brothers went into farming, while Harry was working for a local draper as his assistant at the age of
fifteen. Later he was described as a labourer, so it would seem a draper’s life was not for him and
he too was probably working on a local farm. His father was a stonemason (and his father before
him), so Harry may have worked for him.
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The Coming of War
By spring 1915 the flow of volunteer recruits, which had averaged 100,000 men per month, had
started to dwindle. To boost numbers, the upper age limit had been raised from 38 to 40 in May
1915, but this would have only a limited effect. The government were still holding back from
introducing compulsory military service, but it was clear that voluntary recruitment was becoming
exhausted, so instead attempted a compromise.
On 15 July 1915, the National Registration Act was passed with the
aim of discovering how many men between the ages of 15 and 65
were engaged in each trade, by way of stimulating recruitment. It
showed there were almost 5 million males of military age who
were not in the forces, of which 1.6m were in the ‘starred’
(protected, high or scarce skill) jobs. This was followed by the socalled Derby Scheme on 11 October 1915. Lord Derby had been
appointed Director-General of Recruiting, and swiftly introduced
the officially titled Group Scheme to increase numbers. Men aged
18 to 40 were informed that under the scheme they could continue
to enlist voluntarily or attest with an obligation to come if called up
later on. The War Office notified the public that voluntary
enlistment would soon cease and that the last day of registration
would be 15 December 1915. Men who attested, and were
accepted for service, and chose to defer it, were classified as being
in "Class A". Those who agreed to immediate service were "Class
B". The Class A men were paid a day's army pay for the day they
attested; were given a grey armband with a red crown as a sign
that they had so volunteered; were officially transferred into
Section B Army Reserve; and were sent back to their homes and
jobs until they were called up. Single men's groups would be called before married men with 14
days’ advance notice. Married men were promised that their groups would not be called if too few
single men attested, unless conscription was introduced.
The system recruited 318,553 medically fit single men. However, 38 per cent of single men and 54
per cent of married men had publicly refused to enlist. This left the government short and
conscription was introduced in early 1916.
When twenty-one year old Harry Ince turned up at the recruiting office in Chester on 11 December
1915, it is likely that he was attesting under the ‘Derby Scheme’. He was given a medical, found to
be ‘physically fit for active service’ assigned the number 36551 and posted as a Private to the 14th
Battalion (Reserve), Cheshire Regiment, but sent home to await mobilisation. This came on 25 March
1916, and he was despatched to camp at Prees Heath for intensive training, before embarking ship
with the 2 Mediterranean Expeditionary Force on 9 August 1916. He was transferred to the 2nd
Battalion Cheshire Regiment, who were already fighting in the Salonika Campaign in Greece.
At the time war broke out, the 2nd Battalion, Cheshire Regiment , was a regular unit of the British
Army had been in India for four years, stationed at Jubbulpore. When war was declared in August
1914, they were immediately ordered home, arriving back in Britain at Devonport on the 24
December 1914. They joined 84th Brigade, 28th Division, at Winchester and proceeded to France,
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embarking at Southampton and landing at Le Havre on the 17 January 1915. Thomas Weaver, from
Barton, (also on the Farndon War Memorial), was an early volunteer for the 2nd Battalion.
By 5 February 1915, the Battalion was occupying positions at Blauwepoort Farm, between Bailleul
and Hazebrouck in Belgium, facing the Ypres Salient, just south of the town centre of Ypres (now
Ieper). They saw action in The Second Battle of Ypres, where casualties were high and young Tom
Weaver lost his life on 17 February 1915. He was probably buried just behind the front line. Over the
course of the war, many of these small front line burial areas were destroyed by the later warfare or
their positions simply lost. Thomas now has no known grave and he is commemorated on the Menin
Gate Memorial to the Missing at Ieper.
In October 1915 the 2nd Cheshires were ordered to Egypt and sailed from Marseilles for Alexandria,
then on to Salonika in January 1916. The Macedonian Front of the First World War (also known as
the Salonika Front) evolved as the Allies came to the aid of Serbia in the Autumn of 1915, primarily to
give support against the combined armies of Germany, Austria-Hungary and Bulgaria. However, it
was too late, without sufficient strength, and was unable to prevent the fall of the country. This
was made all the more complicated due to the internal political wrangling in Greece, nevertheless, a
stable front was achieved. This ran from the Albanian Adriatic coast to the Struma River, where the
Allies were faced with forces consisting of the Bulgarian Army and various smaller units of the Central
Powers. There were numerous local actions, but the front held, until the final great Allied offensive in
September 1918, which resulted in the capitulation of Bulgaria and the liberation of Serbia.
Many historians look at this campaign as ‘the forgotten front’, especially as the Serbs were a
defeated force even as the British were moving in. Nevertheless, thousands of British and
Commonwealth forces served here, in a trench system that resembled the Western Front. Yet the
greatest killer was disease, mainly malaria, which proved to be a serious drain on Allied forces. In
total, the British forces suffered 162,517 cases of the disease of out 505,024 non-battle casualties.
When Harry Ince arrived there to join the unit, he probably took part in the action about to get under
way which was the occupation of Mazirko and the capture of Barakli Jum'a in October 1916. In 1917
they were involved in the capture of Barakli and Kumli. But by the end of 1917, Harry too had been
done for by the mosquito, and was in hospital from 18 October suffering from malaria. A month later
he had recovered and was returned to the battalion.
Private Herbert Davies, a neighbour of Harry Ince on Barton Road, was also in Salonika, serving with
the R.F.A. His cause of death is unknown, but he died aged twenty-eight on 28 November 1917 and is
buried in Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery.
Overall however, the Allies had maintained an army at Salonika since 1915 at great cost and with very
little success. A series of Allied offensives had been defeated by the Bulgarians, with the aid of
German and Turkish troops. There were, in theory, around 450,000 Allied troops at full strength,
but due to casualties and, more significantly, the effects of malaria and other diseases, there were at
best only half that number fit for duty in September 1918.
Nevertheless, although enemy forces were of comparable strength, Bulgarian morale was now poor.
The majority of German combat troops had been withdrawn, as they were now needed in the their
last desperate days on the Western Front. In a final push in Macedonia, the battle of the Vardar was
the decisive battle on the Balkan Front of the First World War.

The offensive began on 15 September with the French and the Serbs carrying out the first attacks.
The British joined in on the right of the line, in what became known as The Battle of Doiran, on 18/19
September 1918.
The battle took place in the area of Dora Tepe-Doiran-Karasuli Railway and the river Vardar. The 22nd
Division was ordered to take Doiran Hill, Teton Hill and the Petite Couronne. This would be no easy
task as the enemy had the tactical advantage with a good network of well dug in trenches, the terrain
was difficult to cross and the wire entanglements were exceptionally good. The troops had also
been laid low by an epidemic of influenza, malaria and dysentery, with no chance of reinforcements.
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British troops holding trench positions during the Balkan offensive.
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A rifle-grenade bursting at the head of a trench
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The Battle of Doiran was a disaster for the British. In attack after attack, the British lost many lives
due to an enemy which had a far superior vantage point and prior knowledge of the terrain. The
British attempted to take various enemy lines but were met with heavy counter-attacks and gas.
A personal account of a soldier of the 28th Division gives an insight into the condition facing the Allied
troops,
The Battle of Doiran is now a forgotten episode of the Great War, overshadowed by the doings
of Haig in France and Allenby in Palestine. There was no full contemporary account of the
Battle in any British Newspaper. Sir George Milne's dispatch was not published and did not
appear in the Times until January 23rd 1919, and then only in truncated form. The very name
of the battle is unknown to most. Yet, in singularity of horror and in tragedy of defeated
heroism, it is unique among the records of British arms.....
.....My own troops (if I may speak of 28th Division) were in support of the Cretans under the
Krusha hills east of the Lake. These people were intended to make a "surprise" attack on the
high positions to the north, though I do not see how anyone can be surprised by an attack
which has to be launched over three or four miles of perfectly open country - unless he is
surprised at the futility of such a thing. The Cretans had lined up during the night along a
railway embankment, which is immediately below the hills. At dawn they advanced over the
plain of Akindzali, breaking through the enemy's outpost line. Our artillery, owing to a failure in
co-ordination, did not properly support the advance, and our guns were eventually withdrawn
under a heavy Bulgarian fire. There were casualties in the neighbourhood of Akindzali village
(the scene of unmentionable Greek atrocities in the war of 1913). The attack rapidly collapsed,
and by evening the Cretans were back at the railway line from which they had started. At
nightfall the 28th Division took up a purely defensive attitude, overlooking the plain. It may
well be asked why this Division was never given the chance of throwing its full weight into the
battle. The enemy himself, as we afterwards learnt, was very much astonished by the absence
or concealment of so large a body of troops.
One of the first questions put to a captured British airman near Petrich was "can you tell us
what has become of your 28th Division?" A fresh and equally futile massacre on the Doiran
hills was arranged for the following day, in spite of the total breakdown of the general scheme.
It was now the turn of the Scotsmen - Fusiliers, Rifles and Highlanders of the 77th Brigade,
undismayed by the dreadful evidence of havoc, ran forward among the Welsh and Bulgarian
dead. Artillery demoralised the regiment of Zouaves on their left. A storm of machine-gun fire
blew away the Greeks on their right, in uncontrolled disorder. Fighting on into a maze of
enemy entanglements, the Scotsmen were being annihilated, their flanks withering under a
terrible enfilade. A fine battalion of East Lancashires attempted to move up in support. The
65th Brigade launched another forlorn attack on the Pip Ridge. The broken remains of two
Brigades were presently in retreat, leaving behind more than half their number, killed,
wounded or missing. We had now sustained 3,871 casualties in the Doiran battle. Our troops
were incapable of any further effort. A terrible high proportion had been lost or disabled. We
gained only the unimportant ruins of Doiran Town and a cluster of small hills immediately
above it, never of any value to the enemy or strongly defended. The fortress of Grand
Couronne was unshaken, with crumpled bodies of men and a litter of awful wreckage below it.
No one can view the result of the operation as anything but a tactical defeat. Had it been an
isolated engagement, there would have been every prospect of disaster. The whole plan of the
battle and its conduct are open to devastating criticism; but so are the plans and the conduct
of a great majority of battles. (The Cheshires, South Wales Borderers and the Argylls were
awarded the French Croix de Guerre for their part - the Royal Scots Fusiliers lost 358, the
Argylls 299 and the Scottish Rifles 228 men)...
An extract from "I saw the Futile Massacre at Doiran",
by 'An Unprofessional Soldier' on the Staff of 28th Division,
from the journal I Was There, (Issue No.46, pub.1938/9)

Despite the heavy losses, the overall campaign proved to be more succesful. The Bulgarians resisted
for a few days, but then began to fall back. On 25 September the Allied advance reached the Vardar,
and the day after the British reached Strumitza.
The Bulgarians immediately began armistice negotiations. On 28 September, the Bulgarians agreed to
surrender terms, the first of the Central Powers to do so, which came into effect on 29 September.
Under the terms of the armistice, the Bulgarians demobilised their army, surrendered all territory
gained during the war and placed her railways at the disposal of the Allies. One by one, the rest of
the Powers capitulated. Turkey followed on 30 October, then the collapsing Austro-Hungarian
Empire on 3 November, and finally Germany on 11 November.
But it was in the Battle of Doiran that Harry Ince was severely injured, receiving a gunshot wound to
his right leg on 18 September. He was recovered from the battlefield and taken to a casualty clearing
station, then back behind the lines to No.28 General Hospital in Salonika.
One of the nurses at No.28 General Hospital in Salonika was Sister Florence Dodery, from Tasmania,
who had originally travelled to Europe to serve on the Western Front. After a stint in France she
came to England, enlisted with H.M. Queen Alexandra Imperial Naval and Military Reserve with the
rank of lieutenant, and joined a hospital ship whose principal operations were between England and
the Mediterranean as far as Egypt.
In June 1918 she wrote to her sister, Mrs. E. Midson, of Stops street, Zeehan, describing her arrival at
Salonika and No.28 Hospital,
Here I am again safe and sound in another country. We had a few wonderful and terrifying
experiences on the voyage, but you must wait to hear about them. We all felt nerve-shaken
and awfully glad to feel we solid earth under our feet once more when we landed. Well, we
continued then the journey to our destination, and when we arrived there was nothing but the
tents and hills in the distances — no where to go when off duty. We are not going to stay
under canvas for long, but will be moving into huts — very hot in summer and cold in winter —
but a shade better than living in tents. The country is very like Evandale, and the White Hills
and Longford. I wish I could say the same of the climate. It is quite as hot us Egypt here now,
and no comfort of any sort; and bitterly cold and snow galore in the winter. They have to
shovel the snow away to get out of the huts then. There is very little food in the country. We
have not seen potatoes, eggs, butter,, or scarcely any sugar since we arrived. Occasionally you
can buy eggs. 8/6 per dozen- This writing pad was 2/6, and only contains a few pages. I told
you of our regrets at being ordered from Egypt.
I am now in Macedonia, Balkans. This is an order to put address in middle of letter. I am
attached to 28th General Hospital under the British Red Cross. Salonika (the port) is the
ancient Thessailonica of the Scriptures' where the Apostle Paul preached the Gospel, and is
just the town itself, the remainder of the Salonica front being Macedonia. It looks very
picturesque as you enter the harbour, with its white stone houses and columns, but when you
enter the streets of the town it is a very dirty place indeed. The streets swarm with people of
different nationalities —bustle and noise everywhere. Men selling their wares, dogs barking
and fighting motors and vehicles of all sorts, and the jingle of bells on the carriage horses.
There are also Oriental bazaars, where all sorts of things are sold, chiefly souvenirs, which are
an exorbitant price. We only got a passing glimpse of all this as we had to push on further in
Macedonia. Malaria is the curse of Macedonia; the plains are full of it, and if we sleep without
mosquito nets we are court martialled. Nearly everyone gets attacked with it, and it makes
one so weak and shaky after an attack. The camps out here are all very good at entertaining—

concerts, theatricals, etc., and we go out quite a lot to their concerts, etc. We go off in old
motor lorries, wagons, or anything that will drag over the rough country. I have just received
orders to take charge of the wounded on the hospital train, so will have to go off at once, and
will leave this open for a few days.
[She was later awarded the Royal Red Cross of the first-class for service in Egypt, and continued to serve in
military hospitals in Europe until she was demobilized on 30 June 1923].

It was No.28 Hospital where Harry was brought for treatment, but although he fought on for twelve
days, his condition was very serious and he did not recover. He died in his hospital bed on 1 October
1918 aged twenty-three. He was buried in Mikra British Cemetery in Kalamaria.
His father Thomas was sent a telegram to inform him of his son’s death (it still exists in his War
Record below, but is unfortunately illegible). Next of kin usually received their possessions, but in
Harry’s case, all that was sent to his father was his identity disc. Later, he was also sent his service
medals and the memorial plaque. This must have been a dreadful time for Thomas, who had
already lost his son Albert, and his wife Elizabeth passed away at the end of the war in March 1919.

Telegram sent to Thomas Ince informing him of his son’s death

Dispositions of the armies at the Macedonian Front (Salonika Front, Thessaloniki Front) at the time
of Allied Offensive 14 September 1918 and Operations to the Armistice 11 November 1918

Henry Ince’s ‘surviving relatives form’ from his Service Record.
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Record of Soldier’s Effects
showing gratuity owed to his family after his death
(also records the death of his mother Elizabeth in March 1919).

MIKRA BRITISH CEMETERY, KALAMARIA
The earliest Commonwealth burials took place in the local Protestant and Roman Catholic
cemeteries, and the Anglo-French (now Lembet Road) Military Cemetery was used from November
1915 to October 1918. The British cemetery at Mikra was opened in April 1917, remaining in use until
1920. The cemetery was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when graves were brought in from a
number of burial grounds in the area. Mikra British Cemetery now contains 1,810 Commonwealth
burials of the First World War, as well as 147 war graves of other nationalities. Within the cemetery
will be found the Mikra Memorial, commemorating almost 500 nurses, officers and men of the
Commonwealth forces who died when troop transports and hospital ships were lost in the
Mediterranean, and who have no grave but the sea. They are commemorated here because others
who went down in the same vessels were washed ashore and identified, and are now buried at
Thessalonika.
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