
 
 

FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
 

Remembering the Men of Farndon 
 
 
 
 

 

Sapper/Driver LEWIS MARTYN 
446894 64th Field Company Royal Engineers 

Died 26 May 1918 Aged 33 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lewis Martyn was the son of Wallace Martyn, who lived on the High Street in Farndon village with his 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿƛŦŜ 9ƳƳŀ aŀǊǘȅƴΣ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ǎǘŜǇ-mother.    Lewis was born in Sale, Manchester in 1885.   Wallace 
was a Police Sergeant and due to the demands of his job, moved house several times in the North 
West.   However, he came originally from the south in Wincanton in Somerset, the son of an umbrella 
vendor, Lewis Martyn senior, a British Subject born in France in 1815.  William Martyn left the family 
home at a young age at around fourteen, to join the Royal Navy (the usual age for entering the Navy 
was between 12 and 14 years at this time).   In the census of 1871, he was recorded with the rank of 
Ψ!ōƭŜ {ŜŀƳŀƴΩ  aboard H.M.S. Cardus.    She was a 16 gun wooden-built corvette of the Detached 
Squadron completed in the Chatham dockyard in 1859.    On 5 June 1869 (with Wallace most likely on 
board) she was almost wrecked when she hit rocks off Salcombe, but the Navy were able to haul her 
off and take her into Plymouth for repairs.  Lƴ ƭŀǘŜ мутм ǎƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ΨCƭȅƛƴƎ 
{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩ ǾƻȅŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ wƛƻ ŘŜ WŀƴƛŜǊƻΣ /apetown, Hong Kong, before returning home on November 
1874 when her crew were paid off and she was put in reserve.   
 
After his discharge and return to civilian life, Wallace Martyn relocated to the Yorkshire village of 
Pickle Bridge near Halifax, working as a labourer for farmer Geoffrey Taylor.  Why he moved there is 
unknown, but the life of an agricultural labourer was not for him, as he soon applied to join the West 
Riding Police Force, enlisting on 15 September 1876 .   However, during his training, it was discovered 
ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ΨǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΩ and he was immediately given a compulsory discharge on 
20 September 1876.   This must have been resolved, or an application to another force may have 
ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ Ŧǳture career.  He moved to London, possibly to 
resurrect his career, but he also met his first wife, Julia Rosina Maspero, a twenty-four year old 
Anglo-Italian from Surrey, who he married in 9 October 1877 in Carshalton.   This was followed by a 
move back up north to Bowden in Manchester, where he was employed as the Sergeant of Police, the 
local village Bobby.   



 
 
 
 
 

Brief tree showing Martyn ancestry 

Census 1861 
The family of Lewis Martin (the grandfather of Sapper Lewis Martyn) in Wincanton, Somerset.  

[ŜǿƛǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ŀƎŜŘ моΣ was working as a gardeners labourer with his father. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.M.S. Cadmus 

H.M.S. Cadmus 
 

At sea for the 1871 Census 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Above: Pickle Bridge, Halifax 
 
Centre:  Extract from the West Riding 
Police Records 1875-6 showing 
²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ aŀǊǘȅƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ 
 
Bottom:   Map showing Bowden, Sale 
and Ashton in the Altrincham area of 
south Manchester.  
 
 



 
 

 

Census 1881 Bowden 
{ƘƻǿƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ς his first wife Julia and his two daughters. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bowden 
Above: Bowden Police Station, now 
residential apartments. 
 
Centre:  Bowden Police Station c.1895, 
shaded, to the left of the church. 
 
Bottom:   Looking immediately to the left of 
the Police Station.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sale Police Station 

Police Sergeants of 
Manchester 
Metropolitan Police 
Force in the 1880s. 

Sale Police Station  



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modern map of west 
Cheshire showing 
Eccleston just south of 
Chester on the west 
bank of the River Dee, 
and Farndon on the 
English side of the 
river at the bottom.  

Sale c.1895, showing the Police station in the town centre 



Life now seemed to be on the up as they settled and had a family, Menea Ellen coming soon after 
their arrival in July 1878, and Isabella in August 1880.   Three more daughters followed;  Bette in 
1881, Emily Lavinia in April 1883, and after a move to Sale, a son, Lewis Innocenzo Martyn in January 
1885, and Julie Rosina in April 1886.   However, after eight years of stability, a series of tragic events 
hit the Martyn household.  While the family greeted the arrival of their first son, in January 1885, 
their joy was marred by the loss of Emily Lavinia in the same month, compounded by the death of 
Menia Ellen in March.   
 
A year later, ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ Wǳƭƛŀ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘ ǘƻƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ-six.     Within months Wallace 
had married again in September 1887, to Annie Wright, a domestic servant and cook, who was born 
in Ashton and worked nearby in the centre of Sale in the large home of a local manufacturer.    
 
The family, Wallace and new wife Annie, plus children Bette, Lewis and Rosina, were on the move 
again, to a new appointment in Farndon in 1888, where they moved into the police house on Barton 
Road.   The following year their daughter Edith Annie was born in July 1889.  This was again to be a 
short posting, as Sergeant Martyn was moved again in 1891, this time across the Dee to the village of 
Eccleston, on the estate of the Duke of Westminster.  Lewis Martyn was now aged six and attended 
the village school with his sisters Bette and Rosina.   
 
However, tragedy hit Wallace yet again, when his second wife Annie died in December 1894 aged 
thirty-eight.   With four young children to take care of while working full time as a policeman, it was 
clear to Wallace that he must marry again, and in October 1896 he married thirty-seven year old 
Emma Hall of Farndon.    Emma was the daughter of the village wheelwright, but she had left home 
with her close friend and neighbour Kezia Ince, and together they had been working in service as 
housemaids for a Wine Merchant in a large house on the main road through in Sale, not far from the 
Police Station.  Wallace had probably met Emma there - and again when she returned to live in 
Farndon.    
 
In 1898 their daughter Alice was born, which was followed to yet another move ς this time to the 
south west Wirral village of Neston, to the Park Street Police Station.   Another daughter, Gladys, was 
born there in 1900.  Lewis Martyn was now aged fifteen, still living at home, but now working as a 
ƧƻƛƴŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜΦ    
 
Sergeant Wallace Martyn was now approaching retirement after over 30 years as a policeman.  He 
returned with two of his daughterǎΣ !ƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ DƭŀŘȅǎΣ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ CŀǊƴŘƻƴ ŀƴd moved into a 
house on the High Street, next door to two well-known families in the village; the Weavers on one 
ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŎŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ 9ƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴƛŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳƻǾŜΦ  IŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ 
out his retirement in Farndon, but not before he and his wife would suffer a further tragedy.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Eccleston Police House 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Eccleston c.1895  
Situated on the west bank of the River Dee. The police house and adjoining building are circled. 

Census 1891 ς Eccleston, near Chester 



 
 
 

 

Eccleston Police House and station   
Note the blue lamp still fixed to the building 

below. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Census 1901 ς Neston, near Chester 

Neston c.1895  The police house is circled. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Neston police station ς then and now. 
 

In the earlier view above, the building is immediately behind the chapel in the foreground. 
Today, the building has been demolished and replaced by housing. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Farndon c.1895 
The Police Station is clearly marked in the centre on Barton Road.   

When Wallace retired, he returned to the village with his family to the High Street,  
a continuation of Barton Road, running in an arc to the left.  

Barton Road, Farndon 
The Police Constabulary building once stood on this site 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Census 1911 
The family of Wallace Martyn 

High Street, Farndon c.1905 
The Martyn family home after Wallace retired 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modern map of Farndon 



 
 
The Coming of War 
The movements of Lewis Martyn are unknown in the years leading up to the war and frustratingly his 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ²ŀǊ wŜŎƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  IŜ ŘƛŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ {ŜŀŎƻƳōŜ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘ ²ƛǊǊŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
where he was living at the time he signed on at Wallasey for active service.  He enlisted in the Royal 
Engineers with the rank of sapper, probably in early 1916 after the introduction of conscription.   
 
Royal Engineers 
 
At the beginning of the war the Royal Engineers had two main training 
establishments; the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, and RE 
Training Depot, Aldershot, but the rapid expansion of the Army (from 7 to 
70 Divisions) and the demands that that imposed on the need for training 
soon overwhelmed these establishments, so the School of Military 
Engineering was expanded and two satellite establishments were set up to 
provide the extra capacity required to deliver training.  These new sites 
were in Newark, Lincolnshire, which opened in Spring 1915 and by August 
1915 was training 3,000 men; and the other was Deganwy in North Wales, 
which was operational by September 1915.  (Both were closed at the end of 
the war, and the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, resumed sole 
responsibility for training).   Lewis would have spent around 6 months in training at one of these 
camps before embarking for the Front.    
 

The war of 1914-1918 relied on engineering. Without engineers there would 
have been no supply to the armies, because the Royal Engineers maintained 
the railways, roads, water supply, bridges and transport.   Lewis was originally 
in the transport section as his original army number was  T/1459.    Royal 
Engineers also operated the railways and inland waterways. They maintained 
the telephones, wireless and other signalling equipment and also provided 
cover and fortifications for front line troops and artillery.  It also fell to the 
technically skilled Royal Engineers to develop responses to chemical and 
underground warfare. In fact, without the Royal Engineers the infantry and 

artillery would have soon been powerless, as they maintained the guns and other weapons.     
 
9th (Scottish) Division 
 

Lewis Martyn was part of the Ψ64th Field Company, The Royal EngineersΩΣ who were attached to the 
9th (Scottish) Division.    The Division came into existence as a result of Army Order No. 324, issued 
on 21 August 1914, which authorised the formation of the six new Divisions of K1. It was formed of 
volunteers, under the administration of Scottish Command who after training were judged to be 
ready for war by May 1915. The 9th Division served on the Western Front throughout the war, and 
was regarded by many as one of the best fighting formations of 1914-18.     They moved to Salisbury 
in late August and to Bordon in September. They proceeded to France between the 9th and 12th May 
1915, and went into action in the The Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action in the Battle of the 
Somme, including the capture of Longueval, The Battle of Delville Wood and The Battle of Le 
Transloy. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
he was most likely in action with the division by the latter months of the Somme in the autumn of 
1916.  In 1917 they fought in The First and Second Battles of the Scarpe during the Arras Offensive, 
The First Battle of Passchendaele and The action of Welsh Ridge.     
 



The next major engagement was in Belgium and the French border, in the Battle of the Lys (7ς29 
April 1918), also known as the Lys Offensive, the Fourth Battle of Ypres, the Third Battle of Flanders, 
and Operation Georgette.     This was all part of the 1918 German campaign in Flanders known as the 
Spring Offensive.   It was originally planned by General Ludendorff as Operation George but was 
reduced to Operation Georgette, with the objective of capturing Ypres, forcing the British forces back 
to the channel ports and out of the war.   However, as more French reinforcements arrived in the 
latter part of April, the Germans had suffered heavy casualties, and it was clear that Georgette could 
not achieve its objectives; on 29 April the German high command called off the offensive.    They now 
occupied ground of dubious value, which would prove impossible to hold with such depleted units.  
 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ, but he lost his life on 26 May 1918 in this 
action after the Battle of Lys, probably in the drive to reclaim this lost ground in the push towards the 
German lines, and in preparation of the final campaign to drive the enemy out of Belgium.  
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎǊŀǾŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ {ǘΦ/ƘŀŘΩǎ Churchyard, Farndon,  the Martyn family have recorded that 
Lewis was killed in action on 26 May 1918 and interred at La Roukloshille in France.   In the absence 
of surviving military records, we can presume that when he was originally interred, it would have 
been a cemetery close to a casualty clearing station behind the lines.  However, this may have been 
destroyed by enemy shelling - as many graves were - ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΩΦ  
 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission describes the village cemetery as follows, which also 
gives some insight into the involvement of the 9th (Scottish) Division in the area of which Lewis was a 
part; 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A group of Royal Engineers attached to the 9th (Scottish) Division 



 
 
  

 

Map showing the trench line movements and the Lys Offensive in the north 

Trench Map May 1918, showing the German lines in red near the village of Meteren, where Lewis Martyn 
probably lost his life.  He was taken behind the lines and buried in Le Roukloshille to the north.  


