FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Remembering the Men of Farndon

Sapper/Driver LEWIS MARTYN
446894 64th Field Company Royal Engineers
Died 26 May 1918 Aged 33

Lewis Martyn was the son of Wallace Martyn, who lived on the High Street in Farndon village with his
third wife Emma Martyn, Lewis’ step-mother. Lewis was born in Sale, Manchester in 1885. Wallace
was a Police Sergeant and due to the demands of his job, moved house several times in the North
West. However, he came originally from the south in Wincanton in Somerset, the son of an umbrella
vendor, Lewis Martyn senior, a British Subject born in France in 1815. William Martyn left the family
home at a young age at around fourteen, to join the Royal Navy (the usual age for entering the Navy
was between 12 and 14 years at this time). In the census of 1871, he was recorded with the rank of
‘Able Seaman’ aboard H.M.S. Cardus. She was a 16 gun wooden-built corvette of the Detached
Squadron completed in the Chatham dockyard in 1859. On 5 June 1869 (with Wallace most likely on
board) she was almost wrecked when she hit rocks off Salcombe, but the Navy were able to haul her
off and take her into Plymouth for repairs. In late 1871 she left Plymouth with the five vessel ‘Flying
Squadron’ voyaging to Rio de Janiero, Capetown, Hong Kong, before returning home on November
1874 when her crew were paid off and she was put in reserve.
After his discharge and return to civilian life, Wallace Martyn relocated to the Yorkshire village of
Pickle Bridge near Halifax, working as a labourer for farmer Geoffrey Taylor. Why he moved there is
unknown, but the life of an agricultural labourer was not for him, as he soon applied to join the West
Riding Police Force, enlisting on 15 September 1876 . However, during his training, it was discovered
that his ‘testimonials were unsatisfactory’ and he was immediately given a compulsory discharge on
20 September 1876. This must have been resolved, or an application to another force may have
been more successful, as this was to be Wallace’s future career. He moved to London, possibly to
resurrect his career, but he also met his first wife, Julia Rosina Maspero, a twenty-four year old
Anglo-Italian from Surrey, who he married in 9 October 1877 in Carshalton. This was followed by a
move back up north to Bowden in Manchester, where he was employed as the Sergeant of Police, the
local village Bobby.
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The family of Lewis Martin (the grandfather of Sapper Lewis Martyn) in Wincanton, Somerset.
Lewis’ father Wallace aged 13, was working as a gardeners labourer with his father.
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Showing Wallace’s family – his first wife Julia and his two daughters.
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Life now seemed to be on the up as they settled and had a family, Menea Ellen coming soon after
their arrival in July 1878, and Isabella in August 1880. Three more daughters followed; Bette in
1881, Emily Lavinia in April 1883, and after a move to Sale, a son, Lewis Innocenzo Martyn in January
1885, and Julie Rosina in April 1886. However, after eight years of stability, a series of tragic events
hit the Martyn household. While the family greeted the arrival of their first son, in January 1885,
their joy was marred by the loss of Emily Lavinia in the same month, compounded by the death of
Menia Ellen in March.
A year later, Wallace’s wife Julia was dead too at the age of only thirty-six. Within months Wallace
had married again in September 1887, to Annie Wright, a domestic servant and cook, who was born
in Ashton and worked nearby in the centre of Sale in the large home of a local manufacturer.
The family, Wallace and new wife Annie, plus children Bette, Lewis and Rosina, were on the move
again, to a new appointment in Farndon in 1888, where they moved into the police house on Barton
Road. The following year their daughter Edith Annie was born in July 1889. This was again to be a
short posting, as Sergeant Martyn was moved again in 1891, this time across the Dee to the village of
Eccleston, on the estate of the Duke of Westminster. Lewis Martyn was now aged six and attended
the village school with his sisters Bette and Rosina.
However, tragedy hit Wallace yet again, when his second wife Annie died in December 1894 aged
thirty-eight. With four young children to take care of while working full time as a policeman, it was
clear to Wallace that he must marry again, and in October 1896 he married thirty-seven year old
Emma Hall of Farndon. Emma was the daughter of the village wheelwright, but she had left home
with her close friend and neighbour Kezia Ince, and together they had been working in service as
housemaids for a Wine Merchant in a large house on the main road through in Sale, not far from the
Police Station. Wallace had probably met Emma there - and again when she returned to live in
Farndon.
In 1898 their daughter Alice was born, which was followed to yet another move – this time to the
south west Wirral village of Neston, to the Park Street Police Station. Another daughter, Gladys, was
born there in 1900. Lewis Martyn was now aged fifteen, still living at home, but now working as a
joiner’s apprentice.
Sergeant Wallace Martyn was now approaching retirement after over 30 years as a policeman. He
returned with two of his daughters, Alice and Gladys, to his wife’s home of Farndon and moved into a
house on the High Street, next door to two well-known families in the village; the Weavers on one
side and the Ince sisters Ellen and Annie on the other. This was to be Wallace’s final move. He lived
out his retirement in Farndon, but not before he and his wife would suffer a further tragedy.

Eccleston Police House

Eccleston c.1895
Situated on the west bank of the River Dee. The police house and adjoining building are circled.

Census 1891 – Eccleston, near Chester

Eccleston Police House and station
Note the blue lamp still fixed to the building
below.

Census 1901 – Neston, near Chester

Neston c.1895 The police house is circled.

Neston police station – then and now.
In the earlier view above, the building is immediately behind the chapel in the foreground.
Today, the building has been demolished and replaced by housing.

Farndon c.1895
The Police Station is clearly marked in the centre on Barton Road.
When Wallace retired, he returned to the village with his family to the High Street,
a continuation of Barton Road, running in an arc to the left.

Barton Road, Farndon
The Police Constabulary building once stood on this site
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The family of Wallace Martyn

High Street, Farndon c.1905
The Martyn family home after Wallace retired
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The Coming of War
The movements of Lewis Martyn are unknown in the years leading up to the war and frustratingly his
Soldier’s War Record has not survived either. He did move to Seacombe in north Wirral, which is
where he was living at the time he signed on at Wallasey for active service. He enlisted in the Royal
Engineers with the rank of sapper, probably in early 1916 after the introduction of conscription.
Royal Engineers
At the beginning of the war the Royal Engineers had two main training
establishments; the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, and RE
Training Depot, Aldershot, but the rapid expansion of the Army (from 7 to
70 Divisions) and the demands that that imposed on the need for training
soon overwhelmed these establishments, so the School of Military
Engineering was expanded and two satellite establishments were set up to
provide the extra capacity required to deliver training. These new sites
were in Newark, Lincolnshire, which opened in Spring 1915 and by August
1915 was training 3,000 men; and the other was Deganwy in North Wales,
which was operational by September 1915. (Both were closed at the end of
the war, and the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, resumed sole
responsibility for training). Lewis would have spent around 6 months in training at one of these
camps before embarking for the Front.
The war of 1914-1918 relied on engineering. Without engineers there would
have been no supply to the armies, because the Royal Engineers maintained
the railways, roads, water supply, bridges and transport. Lewis was originally
in the transport section as his original army number was T/1459. Royal
Engineers also operated the railways and inland waterways. They maintained
the telephones, wireless and other signalling equipment and also provided
cover and fortifications for front line troops and artillery. It also fell to the
technically skilled Royal Engineers to develop responses to chemical and
underground warfare. In fact, without the Royal Engineers the infantry and
artillery would have soon been powerless, as they maintained the guns and other weapons.
9th (Scottish) Division
Lewis Martyn was part of the ‘64th Field Company, The Royal Engineers’, who were attached to the
9th (Scottish) Division. The Division came into existence as a result of Army Order No. 324, issued
on 21 August 1914, which authorised the formation of the six new Divisions of K1. It was formed of
volunteers, under the administration of Scottish Command who after training were judged to be
ready for war by May 1915. The 9th Division served on the Western Front throughout the war, and
was regarded by many as one of the best fighting formations of 1914-18. They moved to Salisbury
in late August and to Bordon in September. They proceeded to France between the 9th and 12th May
1915, and went into action in the The Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action in the Battle of the
Somme, including the capture of Longueval, The Battle of Delville Wood and The Battle of Le
Transloy. In the absence of his war record, the date of Lewis’ posting is unknown, but after training
he was most likely in action with the division by the latter months of the Somme in the autumn of
1916. In 1917 they fought in The First and Second Battles of the Scarpe during the Arras Offensive,
The First Battle of Passchendaele and The action of Welsh Ridge.

The next major engagement was in Belgium and the French border, in the Battle of the Lys (7–29
April 1918), also known as the Lys Offensive, the Fourth Battle of Ypres, the Third Battle of Flanders,
and Operation Georgette. This was all part of the 1918 German campaign in Flanders known as the
Spring Offensive. It was originally planned by General Ludendorff as Operation George but was
reduced to Operation Georgette, with the objective of capturing Ypres, forcing the British forces back
to the channel ports and out of the war. However, as more French reinforcements arrived in the
latter part of April, the Germans had suffered heavy casualties, and it was clear that Georgette could
not achieve its objectives; on 29 April the German high command called off the offensive. They now
occupied ground of dubious value, which would prove impossible to hold with such depleted units.
The precise circumstances of Lewis’ death are unknown, but he lost his life on 26 May 1918 in this
action after the Battle of Lys, probably in the drive to reclaim this lost ground in the push towards the
German lines, and in preparation of the final campaign to drive the enemy out of Belgium.
On the family gravestone in St.Chad’s Churchyard, Farndon, the Martyn family have recorded that
Lewis was killed in action on 26 May 1918 and interred at La Roukloshille in France. In the absence
of surviving military records, we can presume that when he was originally interred, it would have
been a cemetery close to a casualty clearing station behind the lines. However, this may have been
destroyed by enemy shelling - as many graves were - causing the men to be recorded as ‘missing’.
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission describes the village cemetery as follows, which also
gives some insight into the involvement of the 9th (Scottish) Division in the area of which Lewis was a
part;

A group of Royal Engineers attached to the 9th (Scottish) Division

Map showing the trench line movements and the Lys Offensive in the north

Trench Map May 1918, showing the German lines in red near the village of Meteren, where Lewis Martyn
probably lost his life. He was taken behind the lines and buried in Le Roukloshille to the north.
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Meteren Military Cemetery
Meteren is a village 17.5 kilometres south-west of Ieper (Belgium) and 3 kilometres west of
Bailleul on the main road to Cassel, just inside the French border. Meteren was occupied by
German forces early in October 1914 and on 13 October, their entrenched positions covering
the village were captured by the 10th Brigade of the 4th Division. The village then remained in
Allied hands until the German offensive of April 1918. The 33rd Division held it against heavy
German attacks on 13 April, but it was lost on the 16th. The sector was then taken over by
French troops for a time, but on 19 July, the 9th (Scottish) Division (2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers
and South African Composite Battalion) recovered the site of the village after a fortnight's
bombardment which completely destroyed the houses. [By 26 May 1918 Lewis had lost his life,
probably in the battle for this area].
The cemetery was made in 1919 by the French authorities, who brought in Commonwealth,
French and German graves from the neighbouring battlefields and from other cemeteries,
which included the following:BERTHEN CHURCHYARD, in which 13 soldiers and airmen from the United Kingdom, two soldiers
from Canada, and one soldier from Newfoundland were buried (by Field Ambulances or fighting
units) in 1916 and 1918.
LE ROUKLOSHILLE MILITARY CEMETERY, METEREN, a little South of the hamlet of Le Roukloshille,
between Meteren and Godewaersvelde. Here, in April-August 1918, 38 soldiers from Australia,
26 soldiers and airmen from the United Kingdom and one French soldier were buried by fighting
units.
METEREN CHURCHYARD, in which 11 soldiers from the United Kingdom were buried (one in 1914
and the others in 1917) by Field Ambulances or fighting units.
MONT-DES-CATS BRITISH AND INDIAN CEMETERIES, GODEWAERSVELDE, a quarter of a mile SouthEast of the gates of the Trappist monastery. The hill was captured on the 12th October 1914, by the
4th Hussars, the 5th and 16th Lancers and "D" Battery, R.H.A. Two small graveyards were made in
April 1915, one containing the graves of nine soldiers from the United Kingdom and two from
Canada, and the other those of 16 soldiers from India. Six other British soldiers, buried within the
Monastery, have also been reinterred in Meteren Military Cemetery. The German and some of the
French graves have since been removed to other cemeteries.
Meteren Military Cemetery now contains 768 Commonwealth burials and commemorations of the
First World War. 180 of the burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to five
casualties believed to be buried among them. There are also special memorials to one soldier
buried in Meteren Churchyard, and one Indian soldier buried in Mont-des-Cats Indian Cemetery,
whose graves were destroyed in later fighting. There are also 69 French burials here.

In this post-war programme of re-interments, Lewis Martyn may have become unidentified, leading
to the authorities to officially record him as missing, even though he probably lies in Meteren.
Consequently, he was included on the Royal Engineers memorial panel in the Tyne Cot Memorial to
the Missing.

TYNE COT CEMETERY AND THE MEMORIAL TO THE MISSING
The Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing forms the north-eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery,
which is located 9 kilometres north east of Ieper town centre, on the Tynecotstraat, a road leading
from the Zonnebeekseweg. The names of those from United Kingdom units are inscribed on Panels
arranged by Regiment under their respective Ranks.
The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the
area known as the Ypres Salient, which stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge
in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The battles of
the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the
commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be
divided between several different sites.
The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed
through it on their way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations,
who died in the Salient (except New Zealand). In the case of United Kingdom casualties it covers
those who died before 16 August 1917 (with some exceptions). Those United Kingdom and New
Zealand servicemen who died after that date are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which
marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until nearly the end of the
war. Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery
and Messines Ridge British Cemetery.
The Tyne Cot Memorial now bears the names of almost 35,000 officers and men whose graves are
not known. The memorial, designed by Sir Herbert Baker with sculpture by Joseph Armitage and F.V.
Blundstone, was unveiled by Sir Gilbert Dyett on 20 June 1927. It is on one of these panels that Lewis
Martyn is recorded.
The memorial forms the north-eastern boundary of the Tyne Cot Cemetery, which was established
around a captured German blockhouse or pill-box used as an advanced dressing station. The original
battlefield cemetery of 343 graves was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when remains were
brought in from the battlefields of Passchendaele and Langemarck, and from a few small burial
grounds. It is now the largest Commonwealth war cemetery in the world in terms of burials. At the
suggestion of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 1922, the Cross of Sacrifice was placed on
the original large pill-box. There are three other pill-boxes in the cemetery.
There are now 11,956 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated
in Tyne Cot Cemetery, 8,369 of these are unidentified.
At home in Farndon, the news must have been deeply felt when Wallace found he lost his only son.
The following year he lost his third wife Emma on 24 April 1919 aged sixty, who had grown up in the
village and later returned with Wallace for her retirement years. Wallace died on 2 September 1922
aged seventy six, and was interred in the village churchyard with his wife. His spinster daughters
Alice and Glawys included a memorial to their brother Lewis on the headstone;
Beloved Son, who was killed in action
and interred at Le Roukloshille, France,
May 26th 1918. Aged 33 Years.
Oh happy saints for ever blest,
At Jesus’ feet how safe your rest’

Tyne Cot Cemetery and the Memorial Wall to the Missing
The enormity of Tyne Cot Cemetery is only really grasped when viewed from the air.
The memorial panel walls (shown curving around the perimeter in the top photograph)
are at the bottom of the photograph below.

Tyne Cot Memorial Panels - Royal Engineers
Lewis Martyn is recorded on the centre column, 6th
from the bottom. (Photographed by the author on a
visit to Tyne Cot in 2009)

Memorial stone for Lewis Martyn
in Farndon, St Chads Churchyard,
centre right with the yellow flower.

Farndon War Memorial
Left: the memorial plaque located in the entrance hall in the
adjacent Memorial Hall (top left).
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