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FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Remembering the Men of Farndon

Sapper/DriverLEWIS MARTYN

446894 64th Field Company Royal Engineers
Died 26 May 1918 Aged 33

Lewis Martyn was the son of faceMartyn, who lived on the High Street in Faron villagewith his
GKANR S6ATFS 9YYl -matheNT Iewiswag bBra ih Sale, MardcBekter in 188llace
wasa Police Sergeant and due to the demands of his job, moved house several times in the North
West. However, he came originally flothe south inWincanton in Somerset, the son of ambrella
vendor, Lewis Martyn senior, a British Subject born in France in 1815. William Martyn left the family
home at a young agat around burteen, to join the Royal Navyhe usual agdor entering theNavy

was between 12 and 14 years at this timdn the census of 187he was recordedavith the rank of

WY 6f S {adardH.M.R CardusShe was 46 gun wooderbuilt corvette of the Detached
Squadrorcompleted in he Chatham dockyard in 185 On 5 June 186®%ith Wallace most likely on
board)she was almost wrecked when she hit rocks off Salcombe, but the Navy were able to haul her
off and take her intd®Plymouthfor repairs.Ly f F 4S myTtTm aKS f STl tfavyz
{ljdzZr RNRY Q @28&l 3A ¢pstowr, Hong Kodg, befdre Mtlirgiry SaxiB an November
1874 when her crew were paid off and she was put in reserve.

After his discharge and return to civilian life, Wallace Martyn relocatetedrorkshire village of
Pickle Bridge near Halifax, working dal@ourer forfarmer Geoffrey Taylar Why he movedhere is
unknown, but the life of an agricultural labourer was not for has hesoonapplied to join the West
Riding Police Force, enlisting on 15 September 1876 . Hoydewerg his trainingit was dscovered
GKFGO KAa WaSaidaAy2auidhd was imrfeNielydryeacanipdlsbridiscDarge ik
20 September 1876.This must have been resolved, or an application to another force may have
0SSY Y2NB &adzOO0S & aTdzZ > tute &areérie dovedltod ondod, passblytol f € |
resurrect his career, but he alsoet his first wife, Julia Rosina Ekperq atwenty-four year old
Anglaltalianfrom Surrey who he married ir® Octoberl877 inCarshalton This was followed by a
move back up north to Bowden in Manchestehere he was employed as tt8ergeanbf Police, the
localvillageBobby.



Guilio Maspero
Bom 1775
Susan Maspero Innocenzo ) _ o
Maspero Maria Lewis Marty
Bom 1212 =
Died 1875 Som 178 Bom 1323 Bom 1810
Julia Rosina Wallace Martyn Emma Martyn Annie Wright
Maspero Martyn
Bomn 1242 Bom 1254 -
Diﬁg’;p',gféw T Died 2 Jan 1922 Died 24 Apr 1818 g‘i'-‘e"; 1‘:34
T Isabella Martyn Bette Martyn FilyUsiis Lewis Martyn ICBREEhT Allce Martyn Gladys Martyn Edith Annie
Martyn Martyn Martyn Martyn
-z Bom 1885 Bom 1282
Bem 1212 Bom 1880 Bom 1381 Eo Died 26 May 1918 Ea— Died 7 Jan 1928 Bom 1800 o 1250
Brief tree showing Martyn ancestry
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Census 181
The family ofLewis Martin (the grandfather oSapper_ewis Martyn) in Wincanton, Somerset.
[ S6AaQ Tl (KS Nyaswofkihgra®aSgartieBefsRabaurerwith his father.
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CENSUS OF ENGLAND, 1871—ROYAL NAVY.

H.M.S. Cadmus

At seafor the 1871 Census ENUMERATION BOOK
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Her Majesty’s Ship o oricer -
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NIGHT of SUNDAY, APRIL 2nd, 1871,

BY AUTHORITY.—FORD AND TILT, LONG ACRE, LONDON, W.C.,, PRINTERS TO HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE.




Above Pickle Bridge, Halifax

Centre: Extract from the West Riding
Police Record 18756 showing
2 f£ffFOS al NIeyQa

Bottom: Map showing Bowden, Sale
and Ashton in the Altrincham area of
south Manchester.
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Bowden
Above Bowden Polie Station, now
residential apartments.

Centre: Bowden Police Station ¢.1895,
shaded, to the left of the church.

Bottom: Looking immediately to the left of
the Police Station

OLD COTTAGES, BOWDON.
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Life now seeradto beon the up as they settled and had a family, Menea Ellen coming soon after
their arrival in July 1878, and Isabella in August 188@ree more daughters followed; Bette in

1881, Emily Lavinia in April 1883, and after a move to Sale, &sars Innoenzo Martynin January
1885, and Julie Rosina in April 1886. However, after eight years of stability, a series of tragic event
hit the Martyn household. While the family greeted the arrival of their first son, in January 1885,
their joy was marred byhe loss of Emily Lavinia in the same month, compounded by the death of
Menia Ellen in March.

Avyearlater2 £ £ 1 OSQa 6AFS Wdz Al & &sixR ®lthR manthgWadllate ( K S
had married agaim September 18870 Annie Wright, @omestic servanand cookwho was born
in Ashtonand worked nearby in the centre of Sale in the large hafree local manufacturer.

The family, Wallace and new wife Annie, plus children Bette, Lewis and Resmeayn the move

again to a new appointmentn Farndon irl888 where they moved intéhe police house oBarton
Road The following year their daughter Edith Annie was born in July TB#88.was again to be a
short posting, as&geantMartyn was moved agaiim 1891, this time across the Dee to the village of
Eccéston, on theestate of the Duke of Westminster. Lewis Martyn was now aged six and attended
the village school with his sisteBette and Rosina.

However, tragedy hit Wallace yet again, when his second wife Annie died in December 1894 aged
thirty-eight. With four young children to take care of while working full time as a policeman, it was
clear to Wallacehat he must marry agairand in October 1896 he married thirseven year old

Emma Hall of Farndon. Emma was the daughter of the village whgiwrut she had left home

with her close friend and neighboitezia Inceandtogetherthey had been working in serviaes
housemaiddor a Wine Merchanin a large house on the main road throuigiSale, nofar from the
Police Station. Wallace had probably met Enth&e - and again when she returned to live in
Farndon.

In 1898their daughter Alice was born, which was followed to yet another mptras time to the

south west Wirral village of Nestoto the Park Street Police Station. Another daughter, Gladys,
born there in 1900. Lewis Martyn was now aged fifteen, still living at home, but now working as a
22AYSNID&a | LIINBYyIGAOSO

Sergeant Wallace Martyn was now approaching retirement after over 30 years as a policeman. He
returned with two of hisdaughtér = ! £ AOS I yR Dfl Régasx {deovidintha g6 A F
house on the High Street, neatoor to two well-known familiesn the villagethe Weaveron one

AARS YR GKS LyOS aAaiGSNR 9fttSy IyR !'YYyAS 2y
out his retirementin Farndonput not beforehe and his wifevould suffer a further tragedy.

A

Ecclestmn Police House
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Situatedon the west bank of the River Ded&he police house and adjoining buildirage circled.
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Census 190t Neston, near Chester
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Nestonc.1895 The police house is circled.




Neston policestation ¢ then and now.

In the earlier view above, the building is immediately behind the chapel in the foreground.
Today, the building has been demolished and replaced by housing.
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Farndon ¢.1895
ThePolice Station is clearly marked in the centre on Barton Road.
When Wallace retired, he retured to the village with his family to the Higlstreet,
a continuation of Barton Road, runninign an arcto the left.

Barton Road, Farndon
The Police Constabulary building once stood on this site
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The family ofWallaee Martyn
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The Martyn family home after Wallace retired
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The Coming of War

The movements of Lewlartyn are unknown in the years leading up to the war &ndtratinglyhis

{2f RASNRA 2N wSO2NR KI & y2i &adz2NPADSR SAGKSND
where he was living at the time he signedatiWallaseyor active service. Henéisted in the Ryal
Engineerswvith the rank ofsapper probably in early 1916 after the introduction of conscription.

Royal Engineers

At the beginning of the war the Royal Engineers had two main training
establishments; the School of Military Engineg, Chathamand RE
Training Depot, Aldershot, but the rapid expansion of the Army (from 7 tg
70 Divisions) and the demands that that imposed on the need for training
soon overwhelmed these establishmens® the School of Military
Engineering was expaad and two satellite establishments were set up to
provide the extra capacity required to deliver traininfhese new sites
were inNewark, Lincolnshiravhichopenedin Spring 191%nd by August
1915was training 3,000 merand the dher was Deganwyin North Wales
which was operational bgeptember 1915(Both were closed at the end of
the war, and the School of Military Engineering, Chath@asumed sole
responsibility for traininyy Lewis would have spent around 6 months in trairmigne of these
campsbefore embarking for the Front.

The war of 1914918 relied on engineering. Without engineers there would
have been no supply to the armies, because Ruyal Engineemmaintained
the railways, roads, water supply, bridges and transpdgwis was originally
in thetransportsection as his original army number watl459. Royal
Engineerslso operated the railways and inland waterwaitsey maintained
the telephones, wireless and other sgjling equipmenand also provided
cover and fortifications for front line troops aradtillery. It alsofell to the
technically skilledRoyal Engineert® develop responses to chemical and
underground warfareln fact,without the Royal Engineerthe infantry and
artillery would have soon been powerless, as they maintained the guns and other weapons.

9th (Scottish) Division

LewisMartyn was part of theB4th Field Company, The Royal Engin@éiiso were attached to the

9th (Scottish) Division. The Division came into existence as a result of Army Order No. 324, issued
on 21 August 1914, which authorised the formation of the six new Divisions of K1. It was formed of
volunteers, under the administtimn of Scottish Commanaho after training wergudged to be

ready for war by May 1915. The 9th Division served on the Western Front throughout the war, and
was regarded by many as one of the best fighting formations of 1814 They moved to Salisbyr

in late August and to Bordon in September. They proceeded to France between the 9th amdai2th
1915 and went into action in the The Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action in the Battle of the
Somme, including the capture of Longueval, Thel8aitt Delville Wood and The Battle of Le
TransloyLy (GKS 6a4SyO0S 2F KAa 61 N NBO2NRX GKS RIG
he was most likely in action with the division by the latter months of the Somme in the autumn of
1916. In 1911hey fought inThe First and Second Battles of the Scarpe during the Arras Offensive,
The First Battle of Passchendaele and The action of Welsh Ridge.



The next major engagement wasBelgium and the French border, in tBattle of the Lys 29
April1918) also known as the Lys Offensive, the Fourth Battle of Ypres, the Third Battle of Flanders,
andOperation Georgette This was all part of ti®©18 Germarcampaignn Flandersknownas the
Spring Offensive.lt was originally planned by Genetaldendorff as Operation George but was

reduced to Operation Georgette, with the objective of capturing Ypres, forcing the British forces back
to the channel ports and out of the warHowever, as rare French reinforcements arrived in the

latter part of April, the Germans had suffered heavy casualtied,it wasclear that Georgette could

not achieve its objectives; or®2April the German high command called off the offensivEheynow
occupied ground of dubious valpehich would prove impossible to hold with such depleted units.

¢CKS LINBOAAS OANDdzYa G+ y O86ulheodt hif lite 6rA28 Klay BESr thisk | NB
action after the Battle of Lyprobably in the drive to reclaim this lost grouimdthe push towards the
German linesand in preparation of the final campaign to drive the enemy out of Belgium.

hy GKS T YAf @& 3 NIhuchyd)Faryidon, theyMarfyn fantilKhave @éorded that

Lewis was killed in action on 26 May 1918 and interred at La Roukloshille in Fiartbe. absence

of surviving military records, we g@resume that when he was originally interred, it would have

beena cemetery close to a casualty clearing station behind the lines. However, this may have been
destroyed by enemy shellingas many graves werD | dza Ay 3 (G KS YSy (2 0SS NJ

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission describes the villaggergras follows, which also
gives some insight into the involvement of th® @cottish)Division in the area of which Lewis was a
part;

A group of Royal Engineesdtachedto the 9" (Scatish) Division
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Map showing the trexch line movements and théys Offensiven the north

Trench Map May 1918, showing the German lines in red near the village of Metambere Lewis Martyn
probably lost his life. He was taken behind the lines and buried.@Roukloshilleto the north.




