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FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Remembering the Men of Farndon

THE PARKER BROTHERS

Private ARTHUR PARKER
12/20751°% Battalion Auckland Regiment
New Zealand Expeditionary Force
Killed in Action 28 September 1916

Private DONALD PARKER
3/3379 New Zealand Medical Corps
(Home Service survived the war)

Private HARRY PARKER
2" DivisionAuckland Reerve
(Home Service survived the war)

Private FRANK PARKER
347571 Army Service CorgdK)
(Home Service survived the war)

Arthur Parker was b in 189 in Farndon, the son of local butcher and farmer George Parker and
his wife Anne.This was a large famityArthur was the edventh of twelve children. This was always
going to be a struggier Arthurto make his own mark, and especiallythie family businessAfter
leaving schoghe worked with his father as a young farmer, but in 1908, while still only sixteen
took the brave decision to emigrate with his older brottirnald to New ZealandDonald, aged
twenty-five, was clearly olénough to take care of young Arthur on the long journey, but they were
also headed to the farm being run out there by their eldest brother Harry. So the pairmofstteoff

for London to board the Shaw Sawghip Tainuion 13 November 1908, arfttaded to the north of
Auckland. Harry was farming in Tutamoe, Hokianga, near Dargaville, North Auckland. The area
around Dargavillevas, and still is today predominantly farming region, supporting extensive dairy,
beef, and sheep farms, as well as awimg plantation forest industry. Arthur worked on the farm for
his brother, while Donald may have later made his own,wayking as a labourer where he could.
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Farndon village centre ¢.1895
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Lldzo o2 GKS f S7¥ {Kingsarsh Ragtbeloyi)iod the Barton Readdst ed@sRaf tire main village,
was also run by the Parker family for several generatipimeluding the time covered by this article. (It is now in
the hands of locafarmer andcouncillor Neil Lewis, who has also taken time to visit the battlefieldSee the story
about Charles Williamson, also on the war memolial




__Farndon. Village,

Farndon ¢.1900. Théligh Street.
Deva Cottage, later the residence of Frank Parker, is to the left of the public house on the(abbte).
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Passenger List
for the Shaw Savill & Albion Corpany vesseTainui
sailing on 13 November 1908 from London, bound for New Zealand
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AUCKLAND: THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 1914
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FORCED INTO WAR, [FINANGIAL PREPARATIONS, : STATE OF WAR GETWEEN BATAI AND GERRANY,
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WINSTERIAL STATENENT,
i nask

BERE THE DECLARATION

RESULT OF GERMAN AGGRESSON

o of the mobllng
Rapal Exchange amidst 2 sere of great enthe

GERMAN INVASION OF WEUTRAL TERRITORY.
|

DELGIUNY, NATIONAL CAUL 0 ARMS.

BRITAIN DEFENDS BELGIUM .

- DOMINIONS' ENTHUSIASTIG RESPONSE -:

nnnnnn

- TRIUMPH OF IRISH PATRIOTISM.

s
Twealyais eesand are cagaged Fgpag troches beivees G
torts

-----

he B o evted 0 var b Gecmary. ’ GREAT BRITAIN'S STAND IN DEFENGE OF BELGIUN.

a“xsas v

FRANGE INVAI]ED T

4-6 August 1914
How the local press reported

GERMANs IN Luxsmaum:.

BRITAIN'S- HAND FORCED.

CANADK'S OFFER AGCEPTED.

TENSE FEELING -IN LONDON.

e,

| ety Zealand Hevald

AND DAILY SOUTHERN CROSR

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 1914.

THE EMPIRE AT WAR.

e ——

Tne British Empire is at war—a
war so rightcous, so unavoidable,
and so far-reaching . that jt has
welded all parties into one, and has
buried domestic quarrels beneath
magnanimous patriotism. Germany
attacked Russia, and Britain did
not move; GCermany flung her
legions across the French frontier,
and Britain hesitated; Germany
raised her hand against Belginm,
and- Britain intervened. - Not for
nothing has the traditional policy
of the Mother Country been em-
bodied in her history and instilled
into the British mind. This policy
is the international reflection of that
devout belief in self-government
whereon all our oolonial liberties
depend. Again and again has Eng-
land set herself to withstand the
military and naval forces of Euro-
pean -organisations, which, under
varying political forms, have ro-
peatedly threatened to destroy [ree
nations and to impose over the
whole continent the yoke of a usurp-
ing tyranny. Against Imperial
Spain, agaivst monarchical France,




Form No, 2

’ - NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.
/243575 ATTESTATION OF K
M TEITTED. Name M’ M Regiment or Unit - b
. Questions to be put to the Recruit before enfistment,
b What is your name? : : g L % /%Z/
2, Where wors you born ? ":\.. 3. g A . L %
3. Are you s Britiah subject ¢ % 0 3. /

4. What is the date of your birth ? 2 i ! .25'5 (/’/:’ (

5. ‘What is v\ ur trade or calling ? 5 y o
6. Are you an indentured apprentios? If 5o, where, and b, o

to whom ?

7. What was the address at which you last resided ? : 7 4/‘;%

B. Have you passed the Fourth Eduoationa! Standard or 8. P
ity squivalent ¥

U What is the name and address of your present or last v, ﬂ i /0'36 MW

employer ?

10, Are vou masried !

il quyuu ever beet sentenced to imprisonment by the 1.
Civil power 7 It ko, when and where ?

12, Do you now belang 1o any military or naval force? 13,
1Y 840, to what corps ?

13, Have you over served in any niilitary or naval force ? 13
16 s, state which and cavse of discharge ?

M. Have you truly sated the whole (if any) of your 14.
previbos servics 7 >

3 v
training ander the Defence Act, 19097 If 80, wheee ?

. Have vou ever been rojeoted as unfit for the military 16.

or uaval forees of the Crown? If w0, on what
grounds ?

gk ; ;
oo Aro you willing 1o be vaecinated or resvaccinated 7

I8

Are you willing to serve in the F.xlwlilhumry Forve in 18.
or beyond the Dominion of New Zealand under the
following conditions, provided your services should so

long be required :  For the term of the present
Furopean war, and for such further period as s
weessary to bring the Expeditionary Force back to

New Zealand and disband it ? o

ho
Ko
Ao
M,
| i
Have sou been  registered for compulsory  military 14 @ 2]
0
7(4

NOTE ~ Your discharge will not be granted before your retarn o New Zemand anless permission for discharge elvewhere Yo obtained from \
the (LO.C the New Zesland Expeditionary Foree,

>

I, : i -» do solemnly declare that the above answers made by me
5 the above questions are true, and that T am willing to fulfil the engagement

r?c, o
Stenature of Recruit W W :

B Signature of Witness . Mf’ Beinsds ST e
(er\wf" T ket Oath to be taken by Recruit on attestation.

L % f% » Ao sincerely promise aud swear that T will be fnithful and

bvar tron allegiance to our Bovereign Lord the King, his Heirs and Successors, and that T will faithfully serve in the New Zwealand

Military Forces, meeording to my liability underthe Dufonce Act, and that T will obsorve and obey all orders of Hiy Majosty, his
Heirs und Sucvesmors, ad of the Generals and Officets st over e, until 1 shall be bowfully dinl!hurguf. So help me, God.

T A

F"‘ Certificate of Magistrate or Altesting Officer.

he abo e questions werd vead to the above-named Rocruit in iy presence.  [have taken care that he understands cach question,
aod that biy answer to each question hss been daly catered a5 ceplied to, and the suid Reoruit has made and signed the declaration

3 A >

and takos the oath before we, at A iy R cacrkty Ll 5 » N.Z., on this o day of
b AV SRS G ) s T
f Stgnature of Altesting ( Mhcer s/ y {‘“’//.//r«f“f S =

I any alterstion is roquired on this page of the Attestation, the Attesting Officer shoald be requested to make it and ivitial the alterations.

-

Arthur Parker volunteerg; his Attestation Papers, 8 January 1915




When the war came, Arthur st i | I wor ki ng and | ainwaienugyoluateereth i s
on8 Jaruary1915 andwhen sent for his medical on enlistment, it was found that he bdd a d | vy
shapedbuoheshdhis favoubut hlee dioxtodoi m¢g smamaotwal
So he was in, an@as shipped out as part of the ANZAC force to Gallipoa Egypt on 17 April

1915. He was part of A Company™ReinforcementsAuckland Infanty Battalion and finally joined

his unit on active service in the Dardanelles on 8 June.

He was soon a casualtpwever and wasadmitted to the New Zealand ANZAC field ambulance on
27 July 1915 Although he hadi been injured, he was sufferingin bronchitis and diarrhoea caused
by the poor conditions and exposure to the elemeavisybe his bad chest was also a factor alsdue

to beshipped out on thEl.S. Devanha to Maltaon 5August 1915

[TheSS Devanhaas built by Caird & Company Greenocle $fas launched 16th Decmeber 1905 as a Passenger/Cargo
Liner on the United Kingdom to India/China rouBwned by R O, n 16th September 1914 she was requisitioned and
left Bombay for the Mediterranean as Troopship No. 5, in 1808 took part in the Daenelles campaign. She was
converted to a hospital ship in April 1915. She picked up survivors @hhatalaon 9th April 1916, after the ship had

been torpedoed and sunk, and landed them at Malta. She served in the Persian Gulf, East Africa andRamnbay/
between 1916 and April 1919 when she was reconverted to a troopship. She was sold for scrapping 21st Mdrch 1928.
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A couple of weeks later he was en route for England orHl&SomalileavingMalta on 20 August
1915 and was admitted to th&y A y 3 D S 2 NS dbrdvalinl Landdndin A7-Atigust He stayed
there until 7 October 1915vhen he was dischargeahd sent straight fsm London to thenew
ANZAC camp at Weymouytithere a relief base had been set up for troapiso had been treated
and discharged from hospital, but needed somewherecfamvalescence This new ANZAC
command depohad beenset up at Monte Video House in Chickeo#ll31 May 1915some two
miles from Weymouthwhich was then extended to three c@sr Monte Video, Westham and
Littlemoor. The local press reported,
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whole of the Australian, NZ and Cyprus contingents in this country, and the wen'have

been used to a thousand miles ttroll in' (as they say)appreciate the great expanse of

country and the sweeping landscageda S| 4 OF LIS @A S6a 6KAOK GKSANI OF Y
The Southern Timegdune 1915

This would be a joint Australian and New Zealand entsepuntil the New Zealanders opened up

their own camp at Hornchurch in Essex in April 1916. Weymouth then became the Australian Imperial
Forces (AIF) Command Depot Noahich accommodated those men not expected to be fit for duty
within six months.

Vo o gy | SOME OF OUR

WOUNDED HEROES.
I 1 L : | ’

Caption:Some of ouwounded heroes
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It was while Arthur was here, staying in Westham Camp, he sent a postcard home to Farndon,
addressed his old friendnd former neighbourw A OK I NR W5 for@pr@ onRictdzid &nNhis/ 0
family, see article on John Gauterin who was killeaation, and recorded on Farndon War

Memorial) .

MOUTH e~ —
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g7 — Bl g
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Tliis Space for coiaghini 1 The address to be written here

20/12/15
Westham Camp
Weymouth

Dear Dick,
Just a line to wish you all a Merry Xmass ar
a happy New year, and hoping you will like
the photo. | shall be home for Xmass so hoj
| shallsee you it is a grand place here abou
minuteswalk to Weymouth, v s NN -

From your old friend ’ : :

A Parker 12/2075

Westham Camp

Weymouth



Arthur Parker(1891-1916)
This phobgraph was on the fronof the postcard sent to Richard Gauterin in Farndon
(With grateful thanks to Peter Gautdk Yy 2  wA O&dpmMeR)Qa 3INB I




No.2 New Zealand General Hospital, Walton on Thames
Scenes from the newly established hospital at Mount Felix
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JEALAND SOLDIERS AT WALTON-ON-THAMES, ENGLAND: N'EW
MACKENZIE (1) AND LORD PLUNKET (2. FORMERLY GOVERNOR
WOUNDED SOLDIERS.

Sport and Gemeral, Phefo:

OPENING OF THE HOSPITAL FOR NEW
ZEALAND'S HIGH COMMISSIONER, MR. T,
OF THE DOMINION, CHATTING TO SOME OF THE

Their Majesties The King and Queen, and His R, H. The Prince of Wales
ut The New Zealand Military Hospital, Walton-on-Thames.



Meun! Felix
Wwallon on TMM!‘

THE NEW ZEALAND Wak CONTINGENT MHOSPITAL,






It seemsArthur dd get home to Farndon for Gtmas and New Yegaas he was late badk base,
and on a charge o8 January 191,6F 2dué@rd#ying leave while in Engla@dor whichhe was docked
6 day® pay Seems a hard lesséor Arthur to lean, as he did it again the following week and was
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Despite several monfB recuperation, the winter weather may have prowed much for himand

he was back in hospital &8 Februaryi916at Walton on ThamesThis was thdirst New Zealand
Military Hospital to be established in England duringwae. Itwas a large villa at Mount Felix,
Walton on Thamesn Surrey and wassetin lush green fields with peaceful walkways among flower
beds and cedar trees, with easy access down to the banks of the River Thames.

TheMount Felix estate was used to accommodate British
soldiersfrom the outbreak of warthrough until about June
1915 when it wagefurbished in preparation for its use by
the New Zealand Medical authoritiest wasofficially opened
4 Wb2dH bSg %SIflyR DSYSNIf
by the New Zealand High Commissioner Sir Thomas
MacKenzie in August 1918Vhen the war ended in
November 1918, No.2 N.Z. General Hospital continued to
provide medical care for its patients through until its closure
in March 1920. Considerable fire damage in 1966 led to its
demolition.

4TS OF- MLTON' |
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By Eastefl916,Arthur was fit and well rough to return to
his battalion and byl4 April 1916 he had left Hornchurch
and enbarked for France Initially he was #iached tothe
N.Z. Infantry Basat Etaplesrom 30 April 1916until he was
able to return tothe 1% Auckland Infantry Battalioat
Armentiereson 17 May 1916

C2NJ GKS ySEG ¥S¢6 6S5S1azx GKS ol GialrtAz2y 6SNB Ay
September before they would play a more important part in the Battle of the Somme. The following
account, written shortly aB NJ G KS g NE A& |y SEGNF OG FNRY (KS
details the battle experience of Arthur Parker.

The 1% Battalion, Auckland Regiment on the Somme 27-28 September 1916

Up to this date 1/Auckland had played a very small shatberbattle. They had been in the

line once for a short while only, and for the remainder of the time had been doing working
parties or waiting in the reserve areas. Now the army was ready to exploit the success of the
previous ten days fighting. The gunadhgone forward, the position had been consolidated.



Masses of cavalry were concentrated in rear, and their scouts were continually riding forward.
To the infantry it seemed that at last the great hour had come for the break through. Rumour
grew. The 1st Bw Zealand Infantry Brigade, the veterans of Anzac, were to smash the last line
of German defence, and then through the breach they made would pour an avalanche of
mobile troops. So it seemed to the glowing imagination of men somewhat intoxicated with the
success of the first few days.

Colonel Plugge was in command, with Captain N. A. Duthie as his adjutant. Captain Herman
commanded the 3rd Company, Captain Mahan the 6th, Captain Alexander the 15th, and
Captain Dineen the 16th. Dr. Nelson was in chargd®fR.A.P., while Major R. C. Allen, the
Secondn-Command, was detached for liason duty with the Brigade on the flank. The Rev.
Gavin was the Battalion's chaplain.

1/Auckland took over 750 yards of line running from Factory Corner, with Canterburyeon on
flank and Otago on the other. The objectives were Gird Trench and Gird Support. The distance
between the Gird and Flers system left a very wideMNmm's-Land, and hence it was necessary

to make a preliminary advance to secure a suitable jumpifigrodtion for the main attack.

This was done on the 25th, and the operation was carried out with little opposition and light
casualties. The new line was dug and then everything was ready. In the meanwhile, the
howitzers had been firing on the enemy wire, eadouring to prepare the way for the assault.
Patrols sent out during the night and observation from the line itself established the fact that
the wire was almost intact. This was disquieting, but few knew of it, and hopes were high.
Zero hour was fixetbr 2.15 p.m. on the 27th September. All was ready. The steady line moved
forward across Nd/lan'sLand. Down came a countbarrage. Men were falling, but there

was not the least weakening. The Hun trench was near. Canterbury had no difficulty, the wire
in front of them was cut and they passed right in. Otago were shot to pieces. Auckland came
fair up against uncut wire. Held up by the unexpected obstacle they were delayed, while the
barrage passed on and left them. The Huns in the line manned their gaskm®ting,
bombing and machingunning. They had the Aucklanders at their mercy. Desperate efforts
were made to rush in through the gaps which had been torn every here and there. The Hun
machineguns were trained on these gaps, and the attackers were madown in heaps. All,

with the exception of the desperately brave, were down in the shelés sniping where a
chance offered, bombing where they were close enough in. One or two Lewis guns got into
action, but for a moment it seemed that no impression lkcbibe made. Then Sergeant Clarke,
bombing a machingun into silence, rushed through the gap and obtained a lodgement in the
line. Captain Alexander, Lieutenant Hogg, Lieutenant Ellisdon, Francis, Tribe, Lauder, Mitchell,
Whitehouse, Prendergast, Brightprfens and others won in, and now the tide commenced to
turn. The Huns lost their nerve. Instead of instantly concentrating on the gallant few who had
entered the line, they wavered. Some drew back, some commenced to run. More of the
Aucklanders came in A Hun officer tried to rally his men, but was shot dead by a lipless man
lying out in one of the sheloles. Now the enemy were running all along the line. Quickly the
Lewis guns were placed on the new parapet, and the fleeing enemy mown down. Anashe
forward of fifty yards or so, and the support line was carried, this with little opposition. The
objective was taken, but at what a cost!

Eight hundred men went over against the Gird System. When the line was taken two hundred
were left. Three tines 1/Auckland had charged as a battalion; once at Helles, once at Chunuk,
and again over the shelbrn field of the Somme, and on every occasion they had been
slaughtered by a cruel concentration of machiuan fire. The 16th Waikato Company had
been espeially unfortunate in this last charge, Lieutenant Hogg and six men being all that
remained. Many brave men had fallen. Captain Dineen went over, leading the first wave of the
15th Company, to fall mortally wounded halhy across. The Regiment never lasfiner
officer. Enlisting at the outbreak of war, he had trained for the Royal Flying Corps, and at the
last moment, when his training had been completed, was rejected for some trifling defect in
vision. He at once joined the N.Z.E.F., offering to throwhis commission and serve as a



private in the ranks. He was not allowed to do this, and was attached to 1/Auckland as a
captain. The trench warfare at Armentieres had shown him to be the very finest type of
soldier, a man endowed with a splendid physiself, of great mental ability, with a will like
steel and a nerve that nothing could shake; absolutely conscientious, strict, but just and very
thoughtful, a man who "reverenced his conscience as his king." He was the bravest man in his
company, because heas the best. Terribly wounded as he was, he continued to direct his
men as the successive waves passed him. The strebefegers, Porter, Forrest and other
gallant men made great efforts to save him, but after three of them had fallen in the attempt
they were compelled to wait. He died on the way to the Base. Padre Gavin, a man of very quiet
and gentle manner, but strong in faith, a man who loved much, and so had the mastery over
fear, brought up the rations when the Quartermaster was incapacitated,etiutine dead
under heavy fire, and showed himself most worthy of his calling.

Next day, the 28th September, the remnants of 1/Auckland were relieved and went back in
reserve, a battalion of the 2/Brigade taking over the newbyn line. 2/Auckland held from

near the junction of Goose Alley and the Gird System to L'Eauébidye road.
Communication to the front was difficult until the Maoris completed Turk Lane right through.
The hottest part of the Battalion sector was on the road itself, round Battaleadguarters

and the Regiment Aid Post, which were so placed that the German artillery were able to fire
right across the salient into the entrances of the dugs. Here Canterbury, with support
from 2/Auckland, carried out a second attack on Goose Altewhich they were completely
successful. A feature of the attack was the use of flame projectors to assist the advance.
Many scorched Huns testified to the success of the new weapon. Very early in the morning of
October 3rd, 2/Auckland were relieved bybattalion of the Rifle Brigade, and went right
back, moving in comfort through the great communication sap, Turk Lane, which had been
pushed forward with wonderful speed by the Maori Pioneers. The Battalion concentrated
below Mametz Wood, where the cookseve waiting with stew and hot tea, and then after

the hot meal marched back from the battle area to King George's Hill, Fricourt. Next day 1st
Auckland were relieved from Worcester, Dorset and Seaforth trenches, in the support area,
and also marched out.

Men were tired and overwrought. Those who came out were but a few compared with the
numbers who had gone in. The Aucklanders went into battle a little under 1500 strong. More
than three hundred were left dead on the battlefield, while close on seven huhaere on

their way to hospital. Heavy as the losses had been, they were counterbalanced by the
greatness of the victory.

There was a great glow of feeling, a mood of exaltation. The New Zealanders had won a great
reputation at Gallipoli, but yet there eve critics who underated the fierceness of the
struggle at Anzac. Now their doubts could no longer stand. On the battlefield of the Somme
the New Zealand Division had been a tower of strength on the right hand and on the left, They
had not only done athat was asked of them, but more. From the time of the Somme the New
Zealand soldier took undisputed place as one of the finest fighting men of the war. It had been
a great shock battle. Massed guns were countered by massed guns, infantry divisionngas flu
against infantry division. The enemy was strong, well organised, well led, and determined to
maintain an unbroken line. Progress could only be made by hard fighting, and even then
progress was slow and very costly. Good soldier as the New Zealandepeni warfare, he is
nowhere better than in the shock of battle. His ability to take punishment, his steadfastness,
endurance and cool, desperate daring have never shown out more splendidly than on. this
great occasion.

Extract from O. E. Burton, The Akland Regiment (1922)
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The Somme trench lines 19167

Arthur was involved in the battle around Le Sars to Flers area in the ceotrthe map September 1916




The Somme September 1916

Official military trench maps showing more detail of the Le Sars area.
The Gird Trench and support line are the two trenches shown in red above the village.
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The Somme September 1916

British_infantry_Morval 25 September 1916
Guards_Division, Somme,_night, 25 September 1916
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Further detail of the T Auckland action is described here,

27 September

XV Corps attacked with the 55th Division, which took Gird Trench and Goose Alley with a
battalion of the 164th Brigade & 15 p.m.The 1st Infantry Brigade of the New Zealand
Divisionlinked with the 55th Division in Gird Support Trench on the Ligny road, having taken
80 prisonersthen dug in on a reverse slope further forward, when it was found that Gird
Support Trench was nearly diterated. The New Zealand battalion in the centre advanced
except on the left, where it was held up by uncut wire and the left battalion lost three
companies to machingun fire beyond the road from Factory Corner to Eaucourt I'’Abbaye.
The fourth company ®tablished posts up Goose Alley, while the Germans managed to hold on
to the junction of the Alley and Gird Trendhdllwitz Riegél In 11l Corps the 1st Division
captured most of the rest of Flers Switch Trench and was relieved by the 47th Division that
night. The 50th Division patrolled and established posts 200 yardsw{L&m Flers Trench
(Flers Rieggl The 23rd Division on the northern flank, took part of 26th Avenue near Spence
Trench and linked with the Canadians of the Reserve Army on thet@lagraume road.

28¢30 September

The 56th Division was relieved by the 20th and 6th divisions as the Morval area was handed
over to the French Sixth ArmyA XV Corps attack by the New Zealand Division was cancelled,
because the utaptured part of Gird Bnch was found to overlook the objective at Goose

Alley. The junction of both Gird trenches and Goose Alley were found to be in a dip, which had
not been seen on aerial photographs or marked on maps. The Germans were on the north and
west slopes and the NeZealanders had reached the south and part of the western edges,
which gave a commanding view of the German positions, making another attack redundant.
The 41st Division relieved the 55th Division, Il Corps consolidated and the left of the 23rd
Divison advanced with the Canadians of the Reserve Army; an attempt on Destremont Farm
failed against a vigorous German defence using many maginge and bombs. The 6th and
Guards divisions of XIV Corps, occupied empty German trenche25gards (186230m)

beyond Lesboeufs.

An attempt by a company to close a 2@ard (180m) gap north of the Lesboeuflse Transloy
road, was stopped by more massed German machinefire, before the Guards Division was
relieved by the reserve brigade of the 56th Divisiorttoanight of 30 September. In the IlI
Corps area, on the northern flank of the Fourth Army, the 23rd Division attacked Destremont
Farm at5:30 a.mthen linked with the 3rd Canadian Division on the army boundary. The 141st
Brigade from the 47th Divisiorlieved the 1st Division on the night 28/29 Septembeand
pressed the Germans back beyond the Flers Switch Line at the second attempt. The New
Zealand Division advanced 350 yards (82®n the right, also in preparation for the attack on
Eaucourt I'Abbye intended for 1 OctoberA German army order was found by New Zealand
troops in the Gird Trenche&allwitz Riegé) which gave away the positions of German
reserves in the area.

The New Zealanders were hit hard during this action, and the Divissbid,l@00 men between 15
September and 1 October 1916t was the action on 27/28 September described above in which
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was not recovered, and he is rembered on the memorial at Caterpillar Valley (New Zealand)
Cemetery on the Somme.

Caterpillar Valley was the name given by the army to the long valley which risedf édiséert past
"Caterpillar Wood", to the high ground at Guillemont. The ground eaptured, after very fierce
fighting, in the latter part of July 1916. It was lost in the German advance of March 1918 and
recovered by the 38th (Welsh) Division on 28 August 1918, when a little cemetery was made (now
Plot 1 of this cemetery) containir&p graves of the 38th Division and the 6th Dragoon Guards. After
the Armistice, this cemetery was hugely increased when the graves of more than 5,500 officers and



men were brought in from other small cemeteries, and the battlefields of the Somme. The great
majority of these soldiers died in the autumn of 1916 and almost all the rest in August or September
1918.

Caterpillar Valley Cemetenpow contains 5,569 Commonwealth burials and commemorations of the
First World War. 3,796 of the burials are unideetfibut there are special memorials to 32 casualties
known or believed to be buried among them, and to three buried in McCormick's Post Cemetery
whose graves were destroyed by shell fire. On 6 November 2004, the remains of an unidentified New
Zealand soldiewere entrusted to New Zealand at a ceremony held at the Longueval Memorial,
France. The remains had been exhumed by staff of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission fron
Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval, France, Plot 14, Row A, Grave 27 andexdn@l & rest

within the Tomb of the Unknown Watrrior, at the National War Memorial, Wellington, New Zealand.

On the east side of the cemetery is t@aterpillar ValleyNew ZealanfiMemorial commemorating

more than 1,200 officers and men of the Newaléand Division who died in the Battles of the Somme

in 1916, and whose graves are not known. This is one of seven memorials in France and Belgium to
those New Zealand soldiers who died on the Western Front and whose graves are not known. The
memorials areall in cemeteries chosen as appropriate to the fighting in which the men died. Both
cemetery and memorial were designed by Sir Herbert Bdker on this memorial that Arthur

Parker is remembered.

[Longueval is a village approximately 13 kilometrest edAlbert and 10 kilometres south of Bapaume. The
Memorial is situated on a terrace in Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, which lies a short distance west of Longueval,
on the south side of the road to Contalmaispn.

During the war, approximately 124,000 N&&alanders had served in the NZEF, nearly half of the
eligible male population of 250,000. About 100,000 were sent overseas to fight in France, Belgium,
Egypt, Palestine, and Gallipoli. Nearly 17,000 died of wounds or sickness while on active service
during the war, and another 35,000 were wounded.

Back in higriginalhomeland, Arthur Parker is remembered on the Farndon War Memorial in the
village of his birthand on the memorial plaque in the adjacent Memorial Hall. He is also recorded
on thewar memorial in Chester Town Halemembering those men of the city and surrounding area
who lost their lives.

In New Zealand Arthur is remembered by the community in the place where Ise thhonake his
new life andfuture; on the WW1Roll of Honour, Norther Wairoa RSA, Dargavijlie the nearest
main town to the Parker home.




The death of Arthur Parker was reported in
several newspapers, both in the UK and New
Zealand.

Above: The Chester Observer

Right: Timaru Herald17 October 1916

Below: The Llangollen Advertiser

N.C.0.'S AND MEN.

: KILLED. 33 of
Guy, Pte. T., Yeomanry. o Uios
Pte. Guy was well known to Wresham- peopss
a8 & member of the staff at Messre, W. H. Emith
and Sons, Regent Street,: Wrexbam. © - . .
McLaren, C8.M. J., Royal Welsh Fusiliers.
-8on of Mr. J. D. Mclaren, Plashennien
Ruabon, C.8.M. Mclaren was 23 years of age,
and married. A prominent member of the
Ruabgn Territorial Force, he weént out as a
private and rapidly earned promotion. He stosd
well over six feet in helght. Py "y
Parker. Pte, A. Auckland Infantry N.2. €
Pte. Parker, who was killed in aclion on
September 28,' was the youngest son of Mr. and
Mrs. G. Parker, late of Farndon. .
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ROLL OF HONOUR

CASUALTY LIST.

D et

< (Soldiers named are of private rank,
_bnless “ otherwise stated. 'The places
‘named in parenthess are those of the
address of the next of kin.) -

Per Press Associatiomn.

WELLINGTON, Oct. 17.

Cabualty List 430—

LLED IN ACTION,
AUCKLAND BATTALION.

5 Mold, Wwilnam Ikdiward (Wairoa).

Craunitell, Aipery (Hemuera).
Regan,William Robert (Auckland).

SJoues, LUUWS NDeaueu) Napior).
.Mcnarne, Gubers. H. (Hamiton).

Mcitae, Thomas McK. (Scotland).
‘Meacnam, eorge U. (Hamilton).
Alley, DLavid Cntford (Hikutoia).
Blair, Harry (Bay of Plenty).
Brennan, Leonard James (Auckland).
Davis, Robert 12. (Amodis Bay).
Dixon, Innis Noble (Auckland).
‘Drummond, Walter (Auckland).
Dynes, Irancis R. (Thames),
Genge, Benjamin (Wyndnam),
Nankivell, John (Greymouth).
Ravenhill, Phillip (Auckland).
Page, Harold Joseph (Hokianga).
Powell, Vietor Ivan (Auckland).
Sargeant, Lionel (Auckland). '
Tremain, Cecil William (Auckland).
Vatentwme, Gilbert (Scotana).
Cash, “Kdward Augustus (Feilding).
Clemson, Thomas (Tauranga).
Ellen, William Henry, Corporal
(England).
French, William Henry (Auckland).
Gardiner, William :Scotland).
Hulme, Irank Edgar (Auckland).
McKay, James C. (Mercury Bay).
Simpson, Robert, Lance-Corporal
(Glasgow). :
Wallbank, Arthur H. (Auckland).
Wright, Hemry (Marsden Point).
Bennetts, Norman, Corporal (A. F.
~ J. Bemnetts, Washdyke, Timaru,
father).
Boyd, William Edgar (Auckland).
Brodio, Charles Chester (Mrs T.
Brodie, St. Albans, Christchurch,
mother).
Crawford, = Stanley ¥., Sergeant
(Auckland).
Dunlop, John, Sergeant (Auckland).
Dunn, Joseph (Auckland).
Fredriksen, Fred (Norway).
Hamilton, Christopher (Ireland).
Lnn, Wisley (Auckland).
MecAllister, Daniel Joseph (Ireland).
Matthews, Arnold Ernest, Lance-
Corporal (England).
Parker, Arthur (England).
Phillips, Robert (Auckland).
Smith. Clarence Claude, Corporal
(Waikato).
Tavlor, Albert Edward (Waikato?.
Whitmore, I'rancis CGeo. (Paeroa).




" ALBERT INCE

HENRY L.INCE
LEms MARTYN

~ 1914-1918.

Farndon War Memorial
Above left:the memorial plaqudocated in the entrance haith the adjacent Memorial Hall.




