FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Remembering the Men of Farndon

Private 43542 SAMUEL PUGH
73rd Company, Labour Corps
Formerly 66517 8th Labour Company, King’s Liverpool Regiment
(1239 2nd Cheshire Yeomanry ?)
Died of Wounds 25 July 1917

Samuel Pugh was the son of James and Sarah Pugh of the hamlet of Barton, near Farndon. Born in
1885, Samuel was baptised later that year on 4 October 1885 in St. Mary’s Coddington. His father
was an agricultural labourer on a nearby farm, and when Samuel was old enough he moved out of his
parent’s house and into the Barton Road farm of neighbour Charles Fatherson, to work as a
waggoner, where his older brother Thomas, aged twenty-three, was already working as a cowman.

By 1911 he was employed as the teamsman on Thomas Darlington’s Caldecott Hall farm, about 2
miles south east of Farndon. The two cowmen working with Samuel on the farm were the Finneran
brothers, Thomas (24) and Charles (18) from the neighbouring farm of Wetreins, in Stretton. They,
and a third brother, James, also enlisted during the war. Charles did not return, killed in action on 22
August 1918 in France (his name is recorded on the Tilston Memorial).

Samuel’s brother Tom in the meantime, had married and moved across the Dee to the ‘Bungalow’ in
Eccleston village, where he was working as a cowman on one of the Duke of Westminster’s local
farms. In 1914 when war began, he was thirty-seven, and now with a three year old daughter, his
services were to be at home for the duration of the war. His younger brothers, George and Charles
Pugh, served in the Training Reserve and the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry respectively, and
survived the war.
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When the war broke out in August 1914, Samuel Pugh was aged thirty, and had the option to be
exempted from service as he was in essential employment. Nevertheless, by 12 October that year
he was in Chester signing on for the Territorials for the duration of the war. He was given the service
number 1239 and was posted to the Cheshire Yeomanry. But on 19 February 1915, after a total of
131 days service, he was discharged as ‘no longer being physically fit for further war service’. He
had given his age as 26 and his date of birth as 8 April 1888 when he signed on in October 1914, but
that was the date and age of his younger brother James, who had been labouring on the
Mottershead farm in Coddington. The height of 5’6” and occupation of waggoner given on this war
record were those of Samuel on his 1917 record. So who was impersonating whom? A mystery yet
to be resolved, and unlikely to be, as there is no record of earlier service on Samuel’s later war
record. Samuel had lied about his age on the 1911 census, saying he was four years older at thirty.
Nothing unusual, but it just adds to the inconsistency saying he was older on the census and younger
on the war record (if it was him and not James). There is no other record of James in WW1 and he
was still alive after and working locally after the war.
Returning to more solid ground, once greater demands were being made upon recruitment into
1917, Samuel was conscripted, and he enlisted on 19 February 1917 in Chester. He was posted to
the 8th Labour Company, King’s Liverpool Regiment, as Private No. 66517. Usually, the men in these
companies consisted of men who were medically not fit enough to serve in front line units, or were
possibly too old. It would appear that as he was not in the front line force, intense training was
dispensed with and he was in France a month later, landing on 17 March (or was he already trained,
if that was his earlier war record discussed above?). His experience as a waggoner would have been
desperately needed in the Labour Companies, moving equipment and supplies from place to place.
Although his war record survives, which is a rare occurrence for Farndon servicemen, little
information about his movements is recorded. In the short time he was on active service he was
transferred once, when the 8ths became the 73rd Company, Labour Corps. By July he was dead.
Killed in action aged thirty-four on 25 July 1917 on the Ypres Salient, Belgium, during the
preparations for the Third Battle of Ypres. He had been in the army for only 5 months.

Experience of the Labour Corps Waggoners at the Front

Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Ypres
Samuel was taken to the 64th casualty clearing station at Proven, a few miles to the west of Ypres,
behind the Salient trench lines. In July 1916, the 46th (1st/1st Wessex) Casualty Clearing Station
had been opened at Proven, and this site was chosen for its cemetery. The first burials took place in
August 1916. In July 1917, at the time of Samuel's death, four further clearing stations arrived at
Proven in readiness for the forthcoming Allied offensive on this front, and three of them, the 46th,
12th and 64th, stayed until 1918. From May to July 1918, while the German offensive was at its
height, field ambulances were posted at Proven. The cemetery was closed (except for one later
burial) in September 1918. There are now 2,391 Commonwealth burials of the First World War in this
cemetery and 52 German war graves. The cemetery is located 500 metres beyond the village of
Proven, near Poperinge. Mendinghem, like Dozinghem and Bandaghem, were the popular names
given by the troops to groups of casualty clearing stations posted to this area during the First World
War.

Map extract of the Commonwealth War Graves maintained cemeteries around the former
Ypres Salient area, Belgium. Mendingham is No.43 to the top left near Proven.
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