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FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Remembering the Men of Farndon

Private DHN SHAW

50255%5 Q / 2 HHBlattAliorz Cheshire Regiment
Formerly 22023™ Cheshire Yeomanry
Died of Wounds30 July 1917

John Shaw was the son of Walter aniddbeth Ann Shaw of Crewe Halllarge farm in Crewby-
Farndon a hamlet just to the south of Farndon village in Cheshiites father and grandfathedohn
Francis (from Puddingtonad originally farmed in Tattenhall, where Walter was born, buythe
moved to Crewe Hall in the 18704lthough Walter had older sisters, as the oldest, @took over
the running of Crew Hall in the 1890s when his father retirethenwell into hisseventies (he died
in 1911 aged 90).Walter and his wifddizabethsoon sarted a family and as eldest sowith six
brothers andsisters,John wouldno doubt, have taken over the farm from his fathbad the war
not interrupted domestic life. On Sundayghe family attended the nearby Crews-Farndon
PrimitiveMethodist hapel which had been built in 1858nd still serves the community today.

When the war came, John continued his work looking after the dairy herd on the farm, but when
conscription was introduceth January 1916he set off for Chester to enlist, whehe signed up o

29 February 1916 He was posted asiiPate 2202 into the 3rd Cheshire Yeomaryt was not
mobilised until 19 June, after which Re&sput through the usual period of intense trainingn
November he was transferred to the 4th ReserBattalion of the Cheshire Regiment, which was
making preparations to leave for France and to bolster depleted Cheshire battalions. Embarkation
was at Southampton on 7 December 1916, arriving at Rouen the followingBa®1 December

1916 John had kam posted to the 9th Cheshires, \wdth had been in various actions from mi@15
including several months on the Somme, and losing a great many men in the prébessattalion

had been involved earlyn in the battle suffering over 300 casualties in 4y, initially attacking at
night near La Boiselle without reconnaissance, where every shell hole held a dead or wounded man.
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The family ofWalter Shaw¢ John is aged .8
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Before writing on this Schedule please read the Ezamples and the Instructions given on the ather side of the paper, as

than the preparation of Statistical Tables.

1911.

well as the headings of the Columns. The entries should be written in Ink.
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The contents of the Schedule will be treated as ﬁentm& Strict care will be taken that no information s disclosed with vegard to individual persons. The returns are not to be used for proof of age, as in connection with Old Age Pensions, or for any other purpose
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The family ofWalter Shaw¢ John is ageds8.
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CERTIFIED COPY
Pursuant to the Births and

of an ENTRY
Deaths Registration Act 1953

FE 253615

Registration District C hesles
1892 BIRTHS in theSub-daslick of Ttiaall_ in the Countg _of Cheslor
No | When Born Name if any Sex Name and Sumame Name and Maiden Rank or Profession | Signature, Description, and When Signature of Baptismal Name if
of Father Surname of Mother of Father Residence of Informant Registered Registrar pdded after
Registration of
Birth
ol Lnolerd, o
-
T, Wwalk, ol 24 4. fhaw [Tl
e VW‘“\Q‘ 5 9% i
Y el e B
SN, v o

Certified to be a true copy of an entry in a register in my custody.

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

% Superintendent Registrar
& At Zoiy-

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE. “CROWN COPYRIGHT

Date

The birth certificate of John Shaw

Modern view of Crewe Hall Farm




3 5 £
R ) 3 8 c § 0 b F T
% SR TNG SRS By b o osen &

EB T Aedee  l822.731 &t g7 i e
;
T o= _ b g
S¥ lad i e s o
T BIALRITVO\N

-

ST R F T O N W&

Acren

cagc fz))il /}a\

Map of FarndonParish and the hamlet of Crewy-Farndon c.1895
Closeup of Crewe Hall Fan® ¢tKS aSGK2RAAG [/ KI LISt

centreYop)NJ S R




" DOUYY lils l-\llc\]‘\\\ ’.‘ L] N\ — . 4/ %L‘-
" Plaptation N\ : Y. |w_[Sibberstield ivaid
. v . pr o 2 oL
Briarfields 4 - 2 : Fall™
: |21 2V
= YAV
» BS o
( e 8 A A
. BS _‘ il
\ ey ; Sibbersfi *
il MonumeE;- 2§ Colgs. .\ -
Bl raRNDOR] cP L,
s A EARNDORNH CP_2 :
) ol < * \ °," r @ // J.'/
‘ a Lot { ! D
T, | - - E - ; Y 0 I
N ¢f‘ “ 2 ) ; T On- | W({
ey | G [ od=PO)  f Farndon Springiield = g
,;"' i RN Shil 2 Smd_Far:m Q
SO NN oy o u: * —IKH
NN e RS e 7 DAL, = o\ ) \
X % 7 Filter 3 = ~ = ) e o N0 \
S ONY Beds DN\ L eanne TN KB\ (T MG/ I <
P \W\Whitegate - R / \
\ v N R® g SOMP |
i e s = i : %
— D 8 : L I8
s - & _~o A © To=g i
i B i l —L 18
Ve A Hill 5 L—LL— =
J8Ny [/ 3 i 3 Row,
(8]
- 1", Sch tl? /3
L} '
T/ - = 2
e Y e [T Py R ¢ iy remains [of) ‘N o/ Meadow 18
7% "I‘} o .4 g ‘yi ‘ “ \ View \
e ‘l' 4 ‘ ‘.\ -~ - ;-I

Crewe
0

Kingslee

Modern map of Farndon with the hamlet of Crewley-Farndon bottom right.
¢KS FIFENXY A& YIFN]JSR W NBgY




VT I - | A 1.7 {> R
A\ = Lea Manor
Darland “.Fm

13-

0

r}&” i Dt - ﬁ\ﬁ’:—f"—"'
n o ‘Meadow Ho

\
A revilyn Meadov

kP T
L’%;evalyn s
Fm X
¥\ A
)

Ithells Bridge
m_ |

129 ~
PIN=L

ford { £ Crabmilt™ ™"
ityll Ho/ R
n i Coxwood
Fm %l
g s
(%) y/ Pa
| i

Fsidec

- ! Highfie]
=—c==td Frm
Q

P

g 4
e { L 4

%Marsh Ho
\

N )

Ry

g
L $0dge §m
. v
_,:-\—-E"""’i

Com ood M.~

\ 7 5 / ! ‘ D o
/ Border Fm X o |
g% / M by: "Ez'\
= L2 < y : 3 onHall}\5 Kingslee

2 kQS;Pl & Pl T / ‘ = , E e
z%Borras L\ Rlas um Tree \ \

: ostock Fm .. OO0 ve 4
A, o BT N S / ‘% N

Modern map of Farndon with thdnamlet of Creweby-Farndon bottom right.
¢CKS FIFENY A& YFENJ SR WIIFHEtQ i

9

15

Creweby-Farndon Methodist Chapel today
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Army I'orm B. 2512,

~ SHORT SERVICE. Card No.
g (For the Duration of the War, with thg Colours and in the Army Reser;eawm-
o | @ENERAL BETT
& o ATTESTATION OF="

No. 2303 Name _fokon Sacem o 1
e | Questions to be put to the Recruit, before F:th(ej': : ) )
y 1. Whatis your Name By ’ s

"] 2. What is your full Address?

What is your Trade or Calling? i &
re you Married ?

Have you ever served in any branch of His Majesty’s 7
Forces, naval or military, if so*, which ? R TR U N A I sesesenes RTINSO

’ 8. Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated? ... . SR
9. Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service? ... 9. }l
10. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its 4 Name ...
meaning, and who gave it to you? 100 Loddlinadlat®.u ‘ Corps

11.. Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty should so long
'y require your services ?
For the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all convenient

speed.  You will be required to serve for one day with thé Colours and the remainder of the
period in the Army Reserve, in accordance with the provisions of the Royal Warrant dated ) 11. R ST
20th Oct., 1915, until such time as you may be called up by order of the Army Council. If £

employed with Hospitals, depots of Mounted Units, or as a Clerk, etc., you may be retained
after the termination of hostilities until your services can be spared, but such retention
shall in no case exceed six months.

I M‘h Jéb‘4? do solemnly declare that the above answers made by me to

D the above questions are true, and that I am willing to fulfil the engagements made.

I oOf .——SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT.
D
\ M v ply Lo pn Signature of Witness.

OATH TO BE“TAKEN BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION.

) > / M“““D’ 2 st = swear by Almighty God, that
I will be faithtul artd bear true Allegiance to His Majesty King George the Filth, His Heirs, and Successors, and that I will, as in
duty bound, honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, in Person, Crown, and Dignity against all
enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and of the Generals and Officers set

over me. So help me God.

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.

e

_The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above questions he wonld be
liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.

The above questions were then read to the Recruitin my presence

I have taken care that he understands each question, and .that his answer to each question has% el%ﬂ&@P“Cd to,
and the said Recyuit has made and signed the declaration and taken the oath before me at et Z

e 7 P A
onthisz&Ldaynf’;/'ff” 2B MX Al o f’bN '\Q\f.

7
L Sl:g'n’tur?’ of the Justice.

T Certificate of Agproving Qficer.
p, and that the required forms
/,

I certify that this Attestation of the above-named Recruit is correct, and properly J(;y: pil
appear to have been complied with. I accordingly approve, and appoint him to the -\ Qﬁmfﬂam_@&‘?_
i | If enlisted by special authority, Army Form B. 203 (o futhority for the enlistment) will' be attached to the
- iginal attestation. ) 4 .
b e e sy W/ W X))
" | Date JIA 196 R 4 . A A
B V&P 4 f L Approving . Officer,
Place {obioods, [%Cﬂu Mgnw j
5 7

t The signature of the Approving Officer is to be affixed in the presence of the Rccl‘ltv
$ Here insert the ** Corps” for which the Recruit has been cnlisted. 1

b » 4
? If gp, the Recruit 15 to be asked the particulars of bis former service, and to produce, § pussible, his Certificate of Discl and  Certif of CL
be returned to him conspicuously endorsed. in red inl as follows, viz.—(Naje) - Yom o I
ime)) { on the (Date) filial . ‘
- | ; PET R Vs o %

e

SadlidAazy C2N¥Y ¥

(et

W2 Ky {KIFgQa !




But now the %hs had been pulled out, and were now on their way notththe Ypres Salient in
Belgium. Only weeks after arrivalagly in 1917 John had a few bouts of illness commencing with
being laid low withsevereinfluenza on 18 Marchwhich him being moved befd the lines via the
High Casualty Clearing StatlonNo 11 GeneralHospitalat DannesCamiers On 8 Apnl kb was then
RAF3AYy2aSR ¢AlK Kadnddesatdly serods Rg ~AAAy
disease transmitted by body liceThis illnessnfected armies Orbltal Pain
in Flandes, France, Poland, Galicia, Italy, Salonika, Fever
Macedonia, Mesopotamia, and Egyptdaring the First Joint
World War (three noted sufferers being the authors J.R.R. Pain
Tolkien, A. A. Milne, and C.S. Lewis) Shin Pain

Headache

Truncal

From 1915 to 191&etween onefifth and onethird of all 7
British troops reported ill had trench fever while about ene '& h
fifth of ill German and Austrian troo@dsohad the disease o
Until the final year of the wait baffled doctors and y
inflamed eyes and leg pain&s thesymptomsresembledtyph0|d and
influenza it may havebeenTrench Fever John was suffering from all alon
and not the latter. &tientstended torecoverafter some five or six days
althoughl & Ay W3ailgngetihospitaBis&ian amounting to several
weeks was commaras were relapses after intervals of several ddst of
course this was a serious illness with respect toatfect on military
capability and theauthorities were thereforeverykeen to determine he
root of the problem.In 1918 it was identified as excretions from lice,
affecting all trenchesRickettsia quintanaThe disease was transmitted via
the bites of body lice ahwas chiefly prevalent on th@armer Western and
ltalian Fronts. Medicala G+ FF 06 Sf ASOSR W2Ky Qa
and moved him to the base hospital in Rouen via Havre revhe arrived
on 14 April. John stayed themdowly recoveringuntil he was posted back
to hisunit in the field on 9 May. He was now thrown badbithe intense
preparations for what would be the Battle of Messines on the Ypres Salient in Belgium.

[T'S THE LITTLE THINGS
THAT WODRBY US.

Taystd-bpe ok

I've got a chum in my company who sticks to .
me closer than a brother ! X o (¥ wis).

| : %

So weltknown was the problem, that the issue was even maéun of in numerous postcards




Picking out the lice from under shirt seams




COOTIES™

Also known as " Lice ", " Gray Backs " “ Seam Squirrels *,
" Boches , and ... (delefed by { hL Censor)

’

They are gray.

They are bloodsuckers.

They live in blankets and clothes.

They breed and lay eggs or “nits” in seams of clo

thing,

especially the trousers, and on the pubic hairs like crab li

RESULTS

If you do not get rid of 'em they will cause sores and

boils; and you will be an UNPOPU&.AB candidate for a hospital:
' - -

THE CURE

‘While taking a bath your entire kit of clothing will be
sterilized.

Get a new identity tag cord

Treat pubic and crotech hairs twice daily with prophyl-
actic salve-if you have many of ‘em, the arm pits too

We guarantee a cure in one hour at the Delousing Station.

If your friend has them make him report

Bathing and Delousing Station at




THE BATTLE OF MESSINES
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Hollandscheshur Farm (below) and Wytschaete
YPRE < 53,500 Ib
Mmsn\l« S RIDGE
MINING OFFENSIVE |
7 June 1917
25 MINES
HOLLANDSCHESHUR FARM LAID WITH
1,196,100 Ib expl.
PETIT BOIS FIRED 19 WITH
MAEDELSTEDE FARM - 934,000 Ib expl.
PECKHAM
SPANBROEKMOLEN
Tawe KRUISSTRAAT 109.500 Ib '@ FIRED MINES
60,000 Ib @ MINES NOT FIRED ,
50,000 Ib :
1000 ONTARIO FARM WARNETON
PETIT DOUVE FARM —
&
i FACTORY FARM 20,0001b | 20,000 Ib
TRENCH 122 40,000 1b | 32,000 Ib
st PLOEGSTEERT (BIRDCAGE) «—| 26,000 Ib
PLOEGSTEERT WOOD £ \ 34,000 Ib




Battles of Messines Ridge, 7 Jurigl June 1917

In fact, preparations had beemigpg on for some time: for the previous 18 months, soldiers had
worked to place nearly 1 million pounds of explosives in tunnels under the German positions. The
tunnels extended to some 2,000 feet in length, and some were as much as 100 feet belowfélae sur
of the ridge, where the Germans had long since been entrenchiéds was to be a major Allied
offensive designed to break the grinding stalemate on the Western Front in World Veadlit was
intended to occupy the high ridgeway running from Arrtieres to Dixmude, from which the German
Army overlooked the Allied positions in the Ypres Salient. There had been months efoaukk
making, improved water supply, installing dressing stations, aid posts, telephone exchanges, machine
gun emplacemets, together with miles of communication and assembly trenches. Cheshire
battalions, including the 10ths, 11ths, 13ths and the Stié2 Ky Q & -chkdialf Hedrinv@wédin
aspects of the work.

At 3:10 a.m. on June 7, 1917, a series of simultasaxxplosions rocked the area; with some

witnesses saying the blast was heard as far away as London. A German obsetedater,
WHineteen gigantic roses with carmine petals, or enormous mushrooms, rose up slowly and
majestically out of the ground anthen split into pieces with a mighty roar, sending up multi
coloured columns of flame mixed with a mass of earth and splinters high in th@ sky.

More than 10,006Germars lost their lives in the explosions, and 7,000 more were taken prisener

too stunnal and disorientedo fight off the assault. In all, nineteen huge underground mines,
containing over a million pounds (almost 500 tonnes) of explosives were detonated under the
Messines Ridge and the German lines. This was immediately followedamatfantry attack

behind a creeping barrage, with tanks and gas to capture the enemy lines on the ridge. In fact, they
successfully reached their objectigehe second line of German trenches, which they captured and
dug in to consolidate the new Bsh front line.

Several Cheshire battalions had taken part in the attack. The 10ths had jumped offidrtim
Trenchat 3.15am after their issue déa and rum.The leading lefthand company captured Hell
Farm, butbehind them, the nextcompanywave was counterattacked fom Hell Wood which was
described in the Cheshire eental History: 8A gfiPn struggle, in which our men gradually gained
the upper hand, and killed or captured all the German defenders of the wood and(alittle
oppositionwas encountered as theyaptured the other objectivesOccur Trench, Occur Support
Trench, Nathan Drive and Styx Fataking fourteermachine guns and nearly 120 prisoners.

After leaving the safety of their trenctihe 13thCheshiregoined the leavig waves of attacking
troops, butlost some direction due to the increasing cloud of dust and smoke that hung over the
battlefield. Despite thisthe leading companies swept over the German front line and pressed on to
also takethe second line trenchdsy 3.17am, capturingtwo machine guns along the way.

The 11th Cheshires were waiting nervously in Durham Trench from 1am, which intensified as they
heard the other battalions going over the top and headufitowards the ridge. It was not until
6.50am béore they were called out to support the next wave. In the meantithey had undergone
shelling with several casualties. As they joined the attack, and reaching thetamtf the

Messines Ridge, they came under machine gun fire from the leftrand German positions at Lumm
Farm, butbravelythey pushed on towards theecond line objective which they secured9am

They tookmany prisoners, four field guns and a machine,guile some of their compargushed

on to attack Despagne Farmin the confusion of the battlethey had miscalculated and had gone
ahead of their own artillery barragand were quickly ordered to take cover into the nearest shell
hole. Most of the men survived, ¢hposition around the Farm had been consolidated



The route of the 8/ K S & K A NB {ydram tthe Biitish2ings top left to the German lines marked in red
bottom right. Three mines had been detonated right in front of them at HollandchashFarm enlarged below

The three highly
successful
Hollandscheschuur
mines, completed *
before any effective
German under-
ground opposition
could be mustered




Above:Modern aerial view of the previous trench map showing the routetbe 9"/ K Sa K A N
The three mine craters are clearly visible around Hollandcheshuur Farm, now filled with water.
Red Chateauater rebuilt, is bottom right.

Below: Close up of Hollandcheshuur Farm
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Above: Walking through the ruins of Wytschaete ldige after the Battle of Messines
Below: Captured German trenches on the Messines Ridge




Above: Captured German trenches and enemy soldiers on the Messines Ridge
Below: Aerialreconnaissancef the same areafter the Battle of Messines




Above: Trench map of the area attacked by the Chégs.
Hollandcheshuur Farm ieentre leftand the Oosttaverne farmsbottom right

Modern map of the area south of the Somn{top right t Beaumont HamePeronne)
showing location of Rouer{Base Hospital No.2 and St Sever Cemetdigftom left.




