
 
 

FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
 

Remembering the Men of Farndon 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Private JOSEPH JAMES STRETTON 
51640 17th Battalion, The King's Liverpool Regiment 

Killed in Action 26 April 1917 Aged 21 
 
 

 
Lance Corporal JAMES CARTWRIGHT 

17923  4th Battalion, The Grenadier Guards 
Died 3 December 1917 Aged  

 
(although not on the memorial, nor from Farndon,  

he was the half-brother of Joseph Stretton) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Joseph Stretton was born in Liverpool on 15 August 1895, the son of Albert Stretton and Sarah Ann 
Cartwright (nee Baines), but his link with Farndon actually goes back to his paternal grandparents,  
Joseph James Stretton, a coachman, and Elizabeth, a domestic cook. 
 
Joseph and Elizabeth originally came from Rugeley in Staffordshire, on edge of Cannock Chase, where 
they lived at  90 Brerton Road, followed by a short move to nearby Ridware in 1877, but in 1881 an 
opening came for them to work in the home of  a military gentleman,  Lieutenant Hugh Barker of the 
5th Staffordshire Regiment.    His home was in Hough Green on the Welsh Road out of Chester (now 
Saltney Road), and by 1881,  the family had moved into the house as live-in servants (the two eldest, 
Lucy and Albert, became ΨŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ, plus they had two young sisters, Anne 
and Alice,  while their older sister, Elizabeth, had married in 1880 and stayed in Staffordshire).        
  
Lieutenant Hugh Barker was a widower at the age of only thirty-four, and was still living on his own in 
his large Victorian house in Hough GreenΦ  IǳƎƘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ the Reverend  Thomas Francis Barker, 
who had been the vicar of Farndon between 1838-1843.  Hugh had kept his ties with the village and 
had married Anne Harding of Farndon in 1875.    
 



 
 
 
 
 

Brereton Road, Rugeley, Staffordshire 



 
 
 

Hough Green, Chester c. 1895  
and below, the 1881 Census, showing the Strettons in the home of Lieutenant Hugh L Barker at No.19 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brief extracts from the ancestry trees of; 
Top:  Sarah Ann Baines (Cartwright/Stretton) 

Bottom:  Joseph James Stretton 
 

Family Tree Research by David Stretton 



 
 
 
 
 

Census 1891 ς Belmont House, Farndon 
Continued below 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Census 1901 ς Belmont House, Farndon 

Census 1911 ς cottage adjoining Belmont House, Farndon 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Census 1911 ςBelmont House, Farndon 

Farndon and surrounding area c.1895 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Farndon c.1895 
Belmont House is centre top, to the 

left of the road 
 

Left:  
Modern map of Farndon  

Belmont House is opposite the 
school on the road leading out 

northwards 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:  Belmont House today 
 

Below:  I have a particular affinity with this soldiersΩs story, especially when I was searching 
for him in Arras.  This view of Belmont House is from the window of my home, as the property 
backs on to my own.   



In 1883, Hugh married again, to Margaret Barbara Elliot of Basford in Nottinghamshire, and they 
moved to Nant-y-Gaer in Gresford, probably taking their staff with them.   
 
However, this new found happiness was to be short lived, as Lieutenant Barker passed away at his 
new home on 22 January 1889.  Such sad circumstances however, were instrumental in the Strettons 
moving to Farndon, as a situation was found for them with IǳƎƘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law from his first 
marriage;  George Harding of Belmont House, in Churton Road, Farndon.  όLƴ ŦŀŎǘ IǳƎƘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ, 
Richard Barker, was staying there when the census was taken in 1891).   Joseph and Elizabeth moved 
into the house to take up similar positions for their new master as before - coachman and cook - and 
brought their youngest daughters, Anne and Alice, to work as housemaids. 
 
THE MOVE TO LIVERPOOL 
 
WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴ, Albert Stretton, meanwhile, had decided to move to Liverpool, hopeful of 
employment and a more secure life.    Albert found a job in one of the local flour mills, but must have 
found the going tough, and it was certainly a culture shock, especially as his lodgings, in 93 Silvester 
Street, were in the heart of the Scotland Road area, a mile to the north of the centre of town.     
Silvester Street was busy thoroughfare running from Scotland Road towards the hectic Vauxhall Road 
dock area,   although today it is unrecognisable having been carved by modern residences and 
through access closed off.  A couple of pubs stand isolated and forlorn, all business deserted, 
awaiting the demolition hammer, as the long awaited regeneration sweeps through the Vauxhall-
Scotland Road area of the city.   
 
But in the mid 19th century, this was a hive of activity, with densely populated workeǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
dozens of industrial sites supplying the port or processing imports. Most of the housing was already 
in slum conditions by the time Albert moved in, as each street throughout the area was row upon 
row of miserable, back to back court housing, with their narrow alleys leading into dank courtyards 
with their communal water pumps and grim privvies.  There had been some improvement in 1869 
when the first municipal housing in the country was opened at the bottom of  Silvester Street.   
Known as St Martin's Cottages, they consisted of 124 flats in six blocks of four storeys. They had two 
or three bedrooms each, with living room and scullery. They were somewhat stark by modern 
standards, solidly built and looking rather like military barracks. Cooking was carried out over an open 
fire and lighting was by gas. They had no bathrooms, and the toilets were communal, on the half 
landings. They were, however, a vast improvement on the living standards of the day ς especially the 
court housing in the same street, and gave the occupants probably the first real stability in their lives. 
They were improved in the 1950's, but demolished in 1977. 
 
A few doors down in court 46, lived warehouseman James Cartwright, with his wife Sarah Ann and 
their three young children, James, Rachael and John, but within a couple years James had died, at the 
age of only thirty-six.     Sarah Ann, still a young mother at the age of thirty,   was clearly left in great 
hardship, and could have descended into pauperism, in an area where unemployment and poverty 
were rife.  Within months, she had been rescued from an uncertain future, and had married Albert 
Stretton on 7 January 1895, ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ YƛǊƪŘŀƭŜ.  They moved up to nearby Everton Hill into 143 
Netherfield Road North, where their two children were born, Joseph James Stretton (on 15 August 
1895) and his sister Annie (1900).  No. 143 was a public house, and Albert and Sarah had started a 
new career as publicans.   But for poor Sarah Ann, her new found security was short lived, as Albert 
died in 1899, and may not have even seen his new daughter Annie.   In his final months, Albert had 
been brought to Farndon from his Liverpool home, probably to be looked after by his family in 
Belmont House, as he died in Farndon in October 1899, and was buried on the 10th ƛƴ {ǘΦ/ƘŀŘΩǎ 
churchyard in the village.   
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage entry for Sarah !ƴƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ /ŀǊǘǿǊƛƎƘǘΦ 
Virgil Street, was just a few streets away closer to the city, in the same Scotland Road area. 

Birth certificate for Joseph James Stretton,  her first child from her second marriage to Albert Stretton.   
(With thanks to David Stretton) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1891 Census ς Silvester Street, Scotland Road, Liverpool 
Neighbours - the Cartwrights (above) and Albert Stretton (below) 



 
 
 
 
 

 

19th century court housing in Silvester Street 
and below, the modern, leafy view, towards Scotland Road today.  

St. MartinΩs Cottages stood on the left. 



 
 
 
 
 

Above:  Scotland Road area c.1895.  Silvester Street is centre left. 
Below:   Silvester Street in detail c.1900 


