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FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Remembering the Men of Farndon

Private DSEPH JAMES STRETTON

51640 17th Battalion, The King's Liverpool Regiment
Killed in Action26 April 1917 Aged 21

Lance Corporal JAMES CARTWRIGHT
17923 4th Battalion, T Grenadier Guards
Died 3 Decemeér 1917 Aged

(although not on the memorial, nor from Farndon,
he wasthe half-brother of Joseph Stretton)

Joseph Strettonvas born in Liverpool on 15 August 1895, the son of Albert Stretton and Sarah Ann
Cartwright(nee Baines), but his link with Farndon actually goes back to his paternal grandparents
Joseph James Stretton, a coachman, and Elizabeth, a domestic cook.

Joseph and Elizabeth originally came from Reygiel Staffordshireon edge of Cannock Chaséjere

they lived at 90 Brerton Roadfollowed by a short move toearbyRidware in 1877Mut in 1881an

opening came for thento work inthe home of a militarygentleman, Lieutenant Hugh Barker of the

5™ Staffordshire Regiment His home wain Hough Greeon the Welsh Road out of Chestaow

Saltney Roadpand by 181, the family had moved into the house as liveservantgthe two eldest,
Lucyand AlbertbecameWOK A f R & SNIZI y i & Olus they lindtwo youRgssterd Annell K A N
and Alice while their older sisteyElizabethhad married in 1880 and stayed in Staffordshire).

Lieutenant Hugh Barker was a widower at the age of only tfiitly, and was still living on his own
his large Victorian house Hough Greet® | dz3 K Q dhe RdvdieikdS Thbnias Francis Barker,
who had been the vicar of Farndon between 183813. Hugh had kept his ties withe villageand
had married Anne Hardingf Farndon in 1875



Brereton Road, Rugeley, Staffordshirg
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Hough Green, Chester c. 1895
andbelow, the 181 Census, showing the Strettons in the home of Lieutenant Hugh L Barker at N
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James Joseph James Annie
CARTWRIGH Margaret.| STRETTON STRETTON
1836-1917 15895-1917 1800-1383

Thomas Ann Robert Elzabeth Joseph Eleanor
STRETTON STRETTON STRETTON STRETTON STRETTON 1 HARLEY
1789-1870 1504~ 1306-1508 1512- 1302-1831 | 1302-1878.

][]
.
®
)

Joseph James Elizabeth Henry
S THOMLINSO
1834~

1870~ 1877- 1873-1954

Joseph James Annie
STRETTON STRETTON

1895-1917 1900-1983

Brief extracts fromthe ancestry trees of;
Top: Sarah Ann Baines (Cartwrigl$tretton)
Bottom: Joseph James Stretton

Family Tree Research by David Stretton
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Above:Farndon ¢.1895
Belmont House is centre top, to th¢
left of the road

Left:

Modern map of Farndon
Belmont House is opposite the
school on the road leading out

northwards




Above: Belmont Housdoday

Below: | have a particular affinity with this soldie@ story, especially whehwas searching
for him in Arras. This view of Belmont House is frohetwindow of my home, as the property
backs on to my own.




In 1883, Hugh married again, to Margaret Barbara Elliot of Basford in Nottinghanastdrthey
moved to Nanty-Gaer in Gresford, probably taking their staff with them.

However this new founchappinessvas to be short livedasLieutenant Barker passed awat/his
newhome on 22 January 188%uch sad circumstances howewsereinstrumentalin the Strettons
moving to Farndopas asituation was foundor themwith | dz3 K Q & -inslamEronkhe st

marriage George Hardig of Belmont Housgin Churton RoadFarndon.o Ly FI OG |, dzZ3KQa
Richard Barkemwas staying there when the census was taken in 189bseph and Elizabeth moved

into the house to takeup similar position$or their new mastemlsbefore - coachmarand cook- and
brought theiryoungest daughtersAnne and Alicgo work as housemaids.

THE MOVE TO LIVERPOOL

w2 aSLIK | yR RAbertiStretiod mearfviile Bad decided to move to Liverpool, hopeful of
employment and a more secure lifeAlbert found a jobin one of the local flour mills, but must have
found the going toughandit was certainlya culture shockespecially as hledgingsin 93 Silvester
Street werein the heart of theScotland Road area, a mitethe north of the centre ofown.

Silvester Streetvas busy thoroughfare running from Scotland Road towards the héatizhall Road
dockarea although today it is unrecognisable having been carved by modern residences and
through access closed off. A couple of pubs stanldtisd and forlornall business deserted,
awaiting the demolition hammeiasthe long awaited regeneration swesfhroughthe VauxhaH
Scotland Road area of the city

But in the mid 18 century, this was a hive of activity, with densely populated woik@ & K 2 dz& A Y 3
dozens of industrial sites supplying the port or processing impbttst of the housing was already

in slum conditions by the time Albert moved in,ezch street throughout thearea wagow upon

row of miserablgback to back court housgwith their narrow alleydeadinginto dank courtyards

with their communalwater pumps and grim privvies. There had beeme improvement irl869

when the first municipal housing the countrywas openedt the bottom of Silvester Street.

Known asS Martin's Cottagesthey consisted o124 flats in six blocks of four storeys. They had two
or three bedrooms each, with living room and scullery. They were somewhat stark by modern
standards, solidly built and looking rather like military barracks. @gokas carried out over an open
fire and lighting was by gas. They had no bathrooms, and the toilets were communal, on the half
landings. They were, however, a vast improvementlanliving standards of the dayespecially the
court housing in the samdrget, and gave the occupants probably the first real stability in their lives.
They were improved in the 1950's, but demolished in 1977.

A few doors down ircourt 46, lived warehousemardames Cartwrighwith his wife Sarah Ann and
their three youngechildren James, Rachael and John, but within a couple years Jeadetied at the
age of onlythirty-six. Sarah Ann, still a young mother at the agehofty, was clearlyeft in great
hardship, and could haw#escended into pauperisnm an areavhere unemployment and poverty
wererife. Within monthsshe had been rescued from an uncertain futuead had married Albert
Strettonon 7 January 1893 y  { (i a | NEHganov¥diuptd nedrblyEvertonHill into 143
Netherfield RoadNorth, where their two children were bornJoseph James Strettojon 15 August
1895 and his sister Annie (1900)o0.143 was a public housand Albert and Sarah hadarteda
new career as publican But 6r poor Sarah Anrher newfound security was short liveas Albert
died in 1899, and may not haewenseen his new daughteknnie In his final months, Albethad
been brought to Farndofrom his Liverpool homeyrobably to be looked after by his family in
Belmort House, as he died in Farndon in Octob889, and was buriedn the 1'A y  { ( @/ KI RQ
churchyard in the village.
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Virgil Street, was just a few streets away closer to the city, in the same Scotland Road a

REGISTRATION DISTRICT WEST DERBY
1895 BIRTH in the Sub-district of Everton North in the  County ofLiverpool
Columns | 6 7 8 9 10
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of mother
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Birth certificate for Joseph James Stretton, her first child from her second marriage to Albert Strettg
(With thanks to David Stretton
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1891 Census Silvester Street, Scotland Road, Liverpool
Neighbours- the Cartwrights(above)and Albert Stretton (below)
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19" century @urt housing in Silvester Street

andbelow, the modern, leafy view, towards Scotland Road toda
St. Martin@® Cottages stood on the left.




Above: Scotland Road area c.189%ilvester Streets centre left.
Below: Silvester Street in detail c.1900
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