
 
 

FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
 

Remembering the Men of Farndon and Coddington 
 
 

THE WEAVER BROTHERS 
 
 

Private 8106 THOMAS WEAVER  

2nd Battalion Cheshire Regiment 
Died 17 February 1915 Aged 28 

 
Private W/1061 JAMES WEAVER 

13th Battalion Cheshire Regiment 
Died 15 May 1916 Aged 21 

 

Private 26911 FRANK WEAVER 
King's Shropshire Light Infantry 

Survived the war 
 

plus a cousin 

 
Private 210264 ALFRED WEAVER 

2nd/4th Cheshire Yeomanry 
Survived the war 

 

The Weaver family lived in Barton Wells in the hamlet of Barton, a mile or so east of Farndon village. 
Situated on the sharp rise near the Cock o' Barton Inn, the family had previously moved from local 
hamlet to hamlet for a number of years, as father Thomas followed the agricultural labouring work 
from 1902.    One view of the brief family tree reveals their movements when looking at the birth 
places of the children.   In fact, the Weavers were part of a larger extended family which have a direct 
lineage in Barton going back at least to their common ancestor, John Weaver, in the mid 1600s.  
 
 

Below:  Modern map of the Farndon-Barton area (modern O.S.).  

Barton Wells faces the Barton Plantation (near the number 21) 



Regarding ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩ ǿƛŦŜ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΣ she must 
have had a torrid time, been pregnant and 
giving birth almost continuously from 1880 
to 1902, during which time she gave birth to 
fourteen children.  Several were lost in 
infancy or early childhood, as by 1906 only 
Thomas, Frank, Mary, James, Alice, and 
Edwin had survived.    
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local landmark - Cock o' Barton Inn 

Extract from a more extensive Weaver tree 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Private 8106 THOMAS WEAVER 
 

At the age of eighteen, after a few teenage years as a farm labourer, Tom junior decided on a life in 
the army.  He headed up to Chester and signed on for nine years for the Cheshire Regiment on 11 
January 1906.  After a period of training in the depot at Chester, followed by Litchfield, then Fleetwood, 
he joined the 1st Battalion on 20 April 1906.  He was transferred to the 2nd Battalion on 7 January 
1908 and was posted abroad the following day, serving with the Cheshires in India for the next seven 
years.  Tom arrived in Wellington in South India on 19 March 1908, joining up with the 2nd Battalion 
who had been there since 1904 after their tour of duty in South Africa in the Boer War.    
It ŘƛŘƴΩǘ take young Tom long to breach army regulations when he was given 28 days detention in the 
barracks for ΨƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΩ on 29 July 1908.   This was a 
catch-ŀƭƭ ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛǎŜ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  
 
On 4 November 1908, the battalion were on the move again, posted to Secunderabad, in Hyderabad 
Province, before moves to Schwebo in Burma, then back to Jubbulpore in India in 1911.  However, 
from August to September 1910 he spent 42 days in hospital, after contracting gonorrhoea.  He was 
infected again three years later in November 1913 and hospitalised in Jubbulpore  for a further 30 
days.   
 
Such infections were a major problem for the British Army, especially during the First World War, 
when VD caused 416,891 hospital admissions among British and Dominion troops.  This was roughly 5 
҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŀǊƳƛŜǎ ŘǳǊing the war becoming infected.  In 1918, there 
were 60,099 hospital admissions for VD in France and Flanders alone.  By contrast, only 74,711 cases 
ƻŦ Ψ¢ǊŜƴŎƘ CƻƻǘΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ during the whole of the war ς and 
this total also includes those suffering from Frost Bite.    Although Trench Foot has come to symbolise 
the squalor of the conflict in the popular imagination, a man was more than five times as likely to end 
up in hospital suffering from Syphilis or Gonorrhoea.   Considering the desperate nature of  

Barton ς OS Map survey 1895 



 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
recruitment drives, these figures reflecting the numbers of men lost to active service are astonishing ς 
and kept young Tom Weaver in hospital for a total of seventy-two days.   He was again lost to his 
battalion in November 1912 for a further ten days with a mild bout of Malaria.   
 
When war broke out, the 2nd Battalion were still in Jubbulpore, but their term was ended on 18 
November 1914 when they set sail for home, arriving in Devonport on Christmas Eve. After a short 
term of leave for the festivities, they joined 84th Brigade, 28th Division, at Winchester and proceeded 
to France, embarking at Southampton and landing at Le Havre on the 17 January 1915, although Tom 

India during the time of Thomas WeaverΩs posting 

Previous page: Attestation form ς page one from Thomas WeaverΩs war record (part of the 
ΨBurnt RecordsΩ ς note the singeing caused by damage to the records in the Second World War.  



took a little longer, and was docked ten days pay for absenting himself and being late back to roll call  
on 13 January 1915.   The 28th Division were concentrated in the area between Bailleul and 
Hazebrouck and began preparing for the defence of the northern sector of the Front in Belgium, 
which would become known as The Second Battle of Ypres.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
By 5 February 1915, the 2nd Battalion was occupying positions at Blauwepoort Farm, facing the Ypres 
Salient, just south of the town centre of Ypres (now Ieper). On trench maps, the farm name was spelt 
as two words - Blauwe Poort - and at that time there was a small moat around three sides of the farm 
buildings. Nos. 3 and 4 Companies were ordered forward to support the 1st Battalion, Suffolk 
Regiment in the front line.  
 
It was here that Tom lost his life, killed in action on 17 February aged twenty-eight,  in unknown 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ Ψŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΩΦ    Iƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
recovered.  This, sadly, was far from uncommon in the battles that raged around the Ypres Salient, 
and his name was recorded on the Menin Gate in Ypres,  in company with 55,000 others who were 
never found.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

Regimental Defaulter Sheet  from Thomas WeaverΩs war record, showing his recorded offence.  A minor 
blemish across a nine year career, plus WWI service.  He was frequently awarded bonus pay for good conduct.  



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blauwepoort Farm Cemetery, shortly after the war 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blauwepoort Farm Cemetery now occupies the former position of the Farm and the  
Cheshire positions in February 1915 (no.33, centre) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The battlefield of the Ypres Salient towards Passchendaele 

Thomas WeaverΩs medal card. 
The medals awarded to him; 

The 1915 Star, The British 
Medal, The Victory Medal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Menin Gate 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cheshire Regiment 
panel underneath the arch 
of the Menin Gate 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each evening at 8pm a short memorial service is held.    Both ends of the Gate are cordoned off, buglers 

from the local fire brigade assemble and sound the Last Post, and Binyon's verse is read out.  

Students from The Whitby High School, on a Battlefield tour led by the author, read the exhortation and 

before laying the first wreath. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Private W/1061 JAMES WEAVER 
13th Battalion Cheshire Regiment 
 

James Weaver was born in 1896, while the family were living for a short time in Handley, a small 
hamlet to the east of Farndon.    By his early teens he was labouring on a local farm, but when the 
war broke out it is likely that he was an early volunteer, as he was trained and in France serving in the 
13th Battalion Cheshire Regiment by 25 September 1915. 

 
 
The 13th Battalion was unofficially known as the Wirral Battalion, having been originally raised in the 
Wirral - many of the original men coming from the Port Sunlight Works of William Lever, where it was 
formed on 1 September 1914 by Gershom Stewart, MP. (The 'W' in James service number refers to 
the Wirral). The Battalion then moved to Chester before being attached to the 74th Brigade in 25th 
Division in October 1914.   By December 1914 they were in billets in Bournemouth, then moved to 
Aldershot in May 1915 for further training. On 25 September 1915 they landed in France on their way 
to the front.  
 
James died on 15 May 1916 aged twenty-one, and given the date of his death it is likely that he lost 
his life during the intensifying artillery fire precluding the May 1916 battle on Vimy Ridge to the north 
east of Arras, the first action involving the 13th battalion. He is buried in Ecoivres Military Cemetery, 
around 4 miles north west of Arras in France.   The loss of James must have come as devastating 
news to the Weaver family, who had lost his older brother Thomas only a year earlier.   
 
Today Ecoivres is a pretty hamlet nestling below the ruins of the nearby Abbey of Mont St Eloi, and it 
is difficult to imagine the horrors of the battles fought around this picturesque area. 
 
This cemetery is really the extension of the communal cemetery, where the French army had buried 
over 1,000 men. The 46th (North Midland) Division took over the extension with this part of the line 
in March 1916, and their graves are in Rows A to F of Plot I.   Successive divisions used the French 



military tramway to bring their dead in from the front line trenches and, from the first row to the last, 
burials were made almost exactly in the order of date of death.  
 
The attack of the 25th Division on Vimy Ridge in May 1916 is recalled in Plots I and II.  The 47th 
(London) Division burials (July to October 1916) are in Plot III, Rows A to H, and Canadian graves are 
an overwhelming majority in the rest of the cemetery, Plots V and VI containing the graves of men 
killed in the capture of Vimy Ridge in April 1917.   Ecoivres Military Cemetery contains 1,728 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War. There are also 786 French and four German war 
graves. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James WeaverΩǎ 
Medal Card 

 

A Cheshire Regiment 
dressing station in a 
old German gun pit, 
Vimy Ridge. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Vimy Ridge after the 
opening of the 
memorial, surrounded 
by a crater peppered 
landscape 

 

Commonwealth War Graves 
Map showing No.34 - 
Ecoivres Military Cemetery to 
the north west of Arras.  

Vimy is to the top of the map  

 



 
 
 

 

Vimy Ridge Memorial 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Army record of James WeaverΩs effects / pension (top line) 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont St Eloi 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont St Eloi 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abbey of Mont St Eloi 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Private 26911 FRANK WEAVER 
King's Shropshire Light Infantry / Army Service Corps 
Survived the war 
 

Frank Weaver was born in 1891 in Waverton,  and baptised on 4 October 1891 in Tattenhall Church, 
while the family were living in Gatesheath, a hamlet just to the west of the church.   By the time the 
family had returned to Barton, Frank, now a teenager,  was working as groom on a local farm.   
His war record no longer survives, but the Absent Voter's List for the Parish of Barton (Farndon Voting 
District, Eddisbury Constituency) for 1918 shows two more Weavers ς Frank and Alfred.   It also 
records his number and regiment.  It is likely that he enlisted following the conscription of early 1916, 
and he was posted to the KingΩǎ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ [ƛƎƘǘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ theatre of war in 
France is unknown, as is the date he 
was transferred to the Army Service 
Corps.  His new number, beginning 
T/4, gives an indication that he was 
serving in the Horse Transport 
section. T/4 was also used for men 
affected by the compulsory transfer 
in 1916 of men who were serving in 
ASC units of the Territorial Force on 
to regular army terms.     
 
His further movements are 
unknown, but Frank was awarded 
the Victory and British service 
medals and survived the war, no 
doubt the great relief of his long 
suffering parents.   
 
 
 
 

Below: The hamlets and farms to the north of Barton, including Gates Heath at the top right of the map.  
Surveyed 1895. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:  Army Service Corps Horse 
Transport section in France 
 
 
Left:  Army Service Corps postcard 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above: Frank WeaverΩǎ 
Medal Card 
 
 
Left:  The British Medal 
and Victory Medal 

 



 
Private 210264 ALFRED WEAVER   
2nd/4th Cheshire Yeomanry  
Survived the war 
 

Alfred Weaver, the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Weaver, was born in Farndon in 1892, his direct 
ancestry going back to Weavers of nearby Tilston in the early nineteenth century, and although the 
link has not yet been made (despite an extensive Weaver tree having been researched) with the 
brothers above, it is highly likely he was a second or third cousin of James, Thomas and Frank.    
 
!ƭŦǊŜŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ƎǊŀŦǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭƻcal roads, died in 1907.  
By 1911, with just his widowed mother and older brother James at home, he was the main 
breadwinner working as a cowman on a local Barton farm.  James had suffered from a weak spine 
from birth, so Alfred, still a teenager, had quite a responsibility on his young shoulders.   
 
His war record has not survived, but due to his family circumstances, it is likely that he did not 
volunteer and was conscripted after early 1916.    There appears to be no record of a medal card 
either.  Alfred may not have made it abroad before the end of the war.    
 
Alfred returned home after the war, living in the area until his death in 1954.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hamlets and farms surrounding Farndon and Barton.  Surveyed 1895. 



 

 

 

 Census 1901 and 1911 


