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FARNDON DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Remembering the Men of Farndon and Coddington

THE WEAVER BROTHERS

Private 8106 THOMAS WEAVER
2nd Battalion Cheshire Regiment
Died 17 February 1915 Aged 28

Private W/1061 JAMES WEAVER
13th Battalion Cheshire Regiment
Died 15 May 1916 Aged 21

Private 26911 FRANK WEAVER
King's Shropshire Light Infantry
Survived the war

plus a cousin

Private 210264 ALFRED WEAVER
2"9/4™ Cheshire Yeomanry
Survived the war

The Weaver family lived BBarton Wells in the hamlet of Barton, a mile or so east of Farndon village.
Situated on the sharp rise near the CocBalton Innthe family had previously moved frolocal

hamlet to hamletfor a number of yearsas father Thomas followed the agricultural labouring work
from 1902 One view of the brief family tree reveals their movements when looking at the birth
places of the children.In fact, the Weavers were part of a larger extended family which have a direct
lineage in Barton going baek leastto their commonancestor, John Weaver, the mid 1600s.

Below: Modern map of the FarndofBarton area(modern O.S.).
Barton Wells faces the Barton Plantation (netire number 21)
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have had a torrid time, been pregnant and
giving bith almostcontinuouslyfrom 1880 \

to 19Q2, during which time she gave birth to
fourteen children. Several were lost in ,
infancy or ealy childhood, as by 1906 only

Thomas, FrankJlary, JamesAlice,and

Edwinhad survived.

Local landmark Cock oBarton Inn

John Weaver

Born 1840
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Mary Weaver

Bom 1685

John Weaver

Bomn 1684

Mary Weaver

Bom 1688

Joseph Weaver

Born 1888

Margaret James Weaver
Warburton

Bom 1748 Born 1741

T

James Weaver

Mary Woodhall

Bom 1782 Bom 1783

Mary Edwards James 'Weaver

Born 1832, Edge Born 1830, Stretton

Leah Weaver

Born 1852, Tilston

Sarah Weaver

Born 1854, Stretton

Margaret Weaver
Born 1258, Handley

Thomas Weaver

Born 1857, Stretton

Harry Weaver

Born 1880, Tilston

Alice Weaver Annie Weaver

Born 1883, Milton

Green Born 1885, Hatton

Thomas Weaver

Born 1888, Hatton

Mary Weaver

Born 1801, Tilston

Frank Weaver Nelly Weaver James Weaver Edwin Weaver
Born 1802, Sorn 1304, Born 1802,
Waverton Tattenhsll Born 1898, Handley Coddington

Extract from a more extensive Weaver tree
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Barton ¢ OSMap survey 1895

Private 8106 THOMAS WEAVER

At the age of eighteen, after a feienageyears as a farm labourgfomjunior decided on a life in

the army. He head®up to Chester and signed on fone years fothe Cheshire Regiment drl

January 1906 After a period of trainingh the depot at Chestefollowed byLitchfield,then Fleetwood

he joined the I Battalion on 20 April 1906He was transferred to the" Battalionon 7 January

1908and wagposted abroadhe following dayseningwith the Cheshires in Indiaifthe nextseven
years. Tom arrived inWellingtonin South India 019 March 1908joining upwith the 2" Battalion

who had been there sincedD4 after their tour of duty in South Africa in the Boer War.

It R A Rtgk@ybung Tom long to breach army regulations when he was given 28 days defaritien
barrackfor Wy S3f SOG G2 (GKS LINB2dzRA OSn zgaaulya%).ﬂ“his Ra R S NJ
catchl f f 2FFSyO0S (2 ONRARYAYIfAAS YAaO2yRdzO0 GKI

On4 November 1908the battalion were on the move again, postedSecunderabadn Hyderabad
Province before moves to Schwebo in g, then back to Jubbulporenilndia in 1911. However,
from August to September 1910 he spent 42 daysaspital after contractinggonorrhoea. He was
infected again three years later in November 1913 and hospitalis@édiabulporefor a further 3

days

Such infections were a major problem for the British Army, especially during the First World War,
whenVD caused 416,891 hospital admissions among British and Dominion troops. This was roughly !
22 2F FEf 0KS YSy gK2 BythearibbédmRinginigcted. NAR1918 Xhgr@ & | N.
were 60,099 hospital admissions for VD in France and Flanders alone. By contrast, only 74,711 case:
2T WeNBYOK C220Q ¢6SNB (NS (dirivg thedwhokedfdhelvag anél & Ay
this total also includes those suffering from Frost Bite.  Although Trench Foot has come to symbolise
the squalor of the conflict in the popular imagination, a man was more than five times as likely to end

up in hospital suffering from Syphilis or Gonorrhog@onsidering the desperate nature of
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also be erased in cases of recruits enlisting for other arms.of the Service.

e and Certificate of Character, -hich-ha;ldhuuniedtohimem-pkw! endo
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re-culisted in the {Hegiment)_

Recruit expresses no preference for a particular Regiment, this question will be erased. It
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- LS , ¢ Applies only to, Cavalry of the Line,

Questlons to be put, to the Recruit beforg
1. What is your Name? .ce.cccceseneenisniesenscsssansecisosecns U

2. In or near what Parish or Town were you born ? ........ {

3. Are you a British Subject Puveierniirnineisiiieiniiiinas vanee sivien : s ressese seseiasagessrssnsnce
4. What is your Age ? covveerrerniianninnes essessessinesersssesenes 19’ ’ Months.
5. What is your Trade or Calling ? secevuieniinnininiieininnenes 5.. veinh dove vl e iinsstesiradsneense

6. Have you resided out of yourF' ‘ather’s house forthreeyears 1
contindously in the same place, or occupied a house or land of the yearly
value of £10 for one year, and paid rates for the same, nnd in either case, J

“.o, state where I ..uuee B SREEE rEANL F e SR A R PR R e

are hereby warned that if after onhstmont it is found that you have given a wilfully false answer to any of the
fo“owmg seven questions, you will be liable to a punishment of two years’ unprmonmcw hard labour,

7 "Are you, or have you been, an Apprentice? if so, where? to Tostocnses !
whom ! for what pcno'll and, when did, or will, the period expire 1...... } - * L. s¢
8. Are you Married ?uuieeiiiisnienniiiiiiniiniiiiniiin. 8 ceeiertnniansecsosnanye U crecesncnconionseny
9. Have you ever been sentenced to Imprisonment by the } 9 M
perst A ncter i oo, e e hevesssassnspuen woiansnvianssle R PP

10. Do you now bclnng to the Army, ‘the Marines the ) lilitia, m
the Militia Reserve, the Imp. Yeomanry, the Royal Navy, the Volunteers, 10 cuieeiinnniiiiniinnn Al ehdedele S BT B L
the Army Reserve, or the Naval Rmu‘\u Force! If so, to what.Corps !

*11. Have you ever served in the Army, the Maiines, the M
Militia, the Militia Reserve, the Imperial \colmmr) or the Royal Nnv l} 11 CeeacororoventeosscissanseedBesTe Monosatioarasssogstsposene
If #o, state which, and cause of discharge ..

12. Have )ou truly stated the wholc, lfnny, of \ourprcvmw} §Q = S e T M & o RO i
Sexvice L. x z g,

13. Have ynu ever been rcjcctcd as_unfit for the \llllhll‘y} 13...
or Naval Forces of ghe Crown ! If so0, on’ what grounds ? ......

14. Are you willing te be vaceinated or re-vaccinated ?.. 14 ...9...

15. For what Corps are you willing to be enlisted, or nrc} 15.,.5,

—_

' ou willing tq be enlisted for General SOIVICE Dureessesssessssncsssssasscasessens Das “ 4
t16. Do you understand that although every cnd(-n\nur will be
made to post\you regin which you have selecte will be 16 cocecsranscncnises oiing o... Serseiatereisiastansereisatey
liable, if necessily arises, to serve with ai ment of the CONas for
which you enlist F.cesvesessicissenmmnnninniii s I\nmc / ,ﬂ g
17. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand lts} 17, o0 £ 3 b
meaning, and who gave it 1o you L. (,01 ps W

$ 18. De you understand that, notwithstanding you enlist for a dismounted Gbrps, you are
. liable to be tmined and empl-ne«lmx such mmmu-d duties as mny be required of an Infantry Soldlcr, 1 .ciiviaiill
. including the duties of )lvmnuul INCASIUEY Lecoroceces cocesscansencsssrnasenns S A S IR

19. Are you willing to gcrve upon the follomng condmons prondcd His \ln_]csty
should #0 long require your services !

(a) For the turm of 12 years, for the first three years in Army Service and for the
remaining nine yeaps in “the First Class of the Army M If at the termination of such period of
Army Service, you are serving beyond Lho seas, you will be sent home, with all convenient speed, for
tranafer to the \nn) Reserve, -

(b) If, at the expiration of the above- mcntmncd term of Army Service a state of War
exists, then, if so directed by the Competent Military Authority, to serve in Army Service for a further
period not ure«lmg 12 months, 19 72

(c) I, at the expiration of the above-mentioned term of Army Service, yon are so seserenneld

required by a Proclamation from His Majesty in case of imminent national’ danger, or gmt emergency,

then to serve in Army Service so as to complete your term of 12 years, and for a further period not
exceeding 12 months, )

(d) 1f the nbove-mentioned term of 12 years expires while you are on service with the
Regular Forces—(i.) beyond the seas, or (ii.) while a state of war exists with a Foreign Power, or (iii.) while
Soldiers in the Reserve are required by proclamation to continue in, or re-enter upon Army Service, and
you, in accordance with such pnx‘mmhun have re-entered upon Army Service, then to serve for a further
perigl yot gxceeding 12 months,

0 LT

I, _MM do solemnly declare that the above answers made by »

the nbo\e questions are true, and that [ am \\llhug to fulfil the l'""ﬂfcmcms made.
'j,, 2OV U /¢ an/ ) SIGNATURE OF RE
]M dm 5 ignature of Witness,

OATILI TO BE 'l‘\l\l.. Ii\ RECROIT ON ATTESTATION.

I, do make Oath, that T will be \
bear true Alleginnee to His Majesty King Edward the Seventh, is Heirs,and Successors, and that lwll|~‘
bound, honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, and Succeseors, in Person, (um\ n,and Dig
all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His llclrs, and Successors, and o .‘
and Officers set over me. 8o help me ‘God. . JE

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICEH
The Reeruit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made nuy false answen,
he would be liable to he punished as provided in‘the Army Act. ‘
The above questions were then read to the Recrait in my p
I have taken care that he understands each question, an
as replied t( and, the eaid _Recruit bu mlde
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Previous pageAttestation form ¢ pageone from Thomas Weav& war record (part of the
Burnt Record§r; note the singeing caused by damage to the recadn the Second World War.

India during the time of Thomas Weav@rposting

recruitment drives, these figures reflecting the numbers of men lost to active service are astomjishing
and kept young Tom Weaver in hospital fototal of seventytwo days. He waagainlost to his
battalion in Novenber 1912 for a further ten days with a mild bout of Malaria.

When war broke out, therd Battalion were still in Jubbulpore, but their term was ended on 18
November 1914vhen they set sail for homearrivingin Devonport on Christmas EvAfter a short

term of leave for the festivities, they joined 88rigade, 28 Division, at Winchester and proceeded

to France, embarking at Southampton and landing at Le Havre on the 17 January 1915, although Ton



took a little longer, and was docked ten days payaiosenting himself and being late back to roll call
on 13 January 1915The 28th Division wereoncentrated in the area between Bailleul and
Hazebroucland began preparing for the defence of the northern sector of the Front in Belgium,
which would becomé&nown as Tie Second Battle of Ypres

Army Form B. 120. S‘ -
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Regimental Defaulter Sheefrom Thomas Weave® war record showing his recorded offence. A minor
blemish across a nine year career, plus WWI servitte was frequently awarded bws pay for good conduct.

By 5 February 1915, the 2nd Battalion was occupying positions at Blauwepoort Farm, facing the Ypre:
Salient, just south of the town centre of Ypres (now leper). On trench maps, the farm name was spelt
as two words Blauwe Poort and at that time there was a small moat around three sides of the farm
buildings. Nos. 3 and 4 Companies were ordered forward to support the 1st Battalion, Suffolk
Regiment in the front line.

It was here that Tom lost his life, killedaction on 17 February aged twertyght, in unknown
OANDdzyadGlyOSa IyR Ay> OO2NRAYy3 (G2 KA& ¢ NI NB
recovered. This, sadly, was far from uncommon in the battles that raged around the Ypres Salient,
and hisname was recorded on the Menin Gate in Ypres, in company with 55,000 others who were
never found.
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Blauwepoort FarmCemetery now occupies the former position of the Farm and thg
Cheshire positions in February 1915 (no.33, centre)
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Thomas Weave® medal card

Themedals awarded to him;
The 1915 Star, The British
Medal, The Victory Medal




The Menin Gate




The Cheshire Regiment
panel underreath the arch
of the Menin Gate




Each evening at 8pm a short memorial service is hel®oth ends of the Gate are cordoned off, bugler
from thelocal fire brigade assemble and sound the Last Post, and Binyon's verse is read out.
Students fromThe Whitby High School, on a Battlefield tour led by the author, read the exhortation a

befare laying the first wreath.




In Memory of
Private
Thomas Weaver

8106, 2nd Bn., Cheshire Regiment who died on 17 February 1815 Age 28

Son of Thomas and Marguerte Weaver, of Barton Wells, Malpas, Cheshire.

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memornial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private W/1061 JAMES WEAVER
13th Battalion Cheshire Regiment

James Weaver was born in 1896, while the family were living for a short time in Handley, a small
hamlet to the east of Farndon.By his early teens he was labouring on a local farm, but when the
war brokeout it is likely that he was aearly volunteeras he was trained and in France serving in the
13" Battalion Cheshire Regiment by 25 September 1915.
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The 13th Battalion was unadfally known as the Wirral Battalion, having been originally raised in the
Wirral - many of the original menoming from the Port Sunlight Works of William Lever, where it was
formed on 1 September 1914 by Gershom Stewart, (lIRe 'W' in James service number refers to

the Wirral). The Battalion then moved to Chester before being attached to the 74th Brigadéhin 25
Division in October 1914By December 1914 they were in billets in Bournemouth, then moved to
Aldershot in May 1915 for further training. On 25 September 1915 they landed in France on their way
to the front.

James tkdon 15 May 1916@ged twentyone, and given the date of his deathgtlikely thathe lost

his life during thantensifyingartillery fire precluding thévlay 1916 battle on Vimy Ridge to the north
east of Arrasthe first action involvinghe 13" battalion. He is buried in Ecoivres Military Cemetery,
around 4 miles north west of Arras in Franc&he loss of James must have come as devastating
news to the Weaver family, who had lost his older brother Thomas only a year earlier.

Today Ecoivres is a pretty hamlet nestling below the ruins of the nearby Abbey of Mont &h&ibi
is difficult to imagine the horrors of the battles fought around this picturesque area.

This cemetery is really the extension of the communal cemetengravthe French army had buried
over 1,000 men. The 46th (North Midland) Division took over the extension with this part of the line
in March 1916, and their graves are in Rows A to F of PISutcessive divisions used the French



military tramway to bing their dead in from the front line trenches and, from the first row to the last,
burials were made almost exactly in the order of date of death.

The attack of the 25th Division on Vimy Ridge in May 1916 is recalled in Plots | Bimel 4[7th

(Londor) Division burials (July to October 1916) are in Plot Ill, Rows A to H, and Canadian graves are
an overwhelming majority in the rest of the cemetery, Plots V and VI containing the graves of men
killed in the capture of Vimy Ridge in April 191EcoivreMilitary Cemetery contains 1,728
Commonwealth burials of the First World War. There are also 786 French and four German war
graves. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield.

A Cheshire Regiment
dressing station in a
old German gun pit,
Vimy Ridge
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Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont St Eloi




Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont St Eloi




Abbey of Mont St Eloi




In Memory of
Private

J Weaver

W/1081, 13th Bn., Cheshire Regiment who died on 15 May 1816 Age 21

Son of Thomas and Margaret Weaver, of Barton Wells, Malpas, Cheshire.

Remembered with Honour
Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St. Eloi

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private 26911 FRANK WEAVER
King's Shropshire Light Infantry / Army Service Corps
Survived the war

Frank Weaver was born in 1Bth Waverton, and baptised o October 1891n Tattenhall Church,
while the family were living in Gatiesath, a hamlet just to the west of the churclBy the time the
family had returned to Barton, Frankow a teenagerwas working as groom on a local farm
Hiswar record no longer survives, but tidsent Voter's List for the Parish of Barton (Farndon Voting
District, Eddisbury Constituency) for 1918 shows two more WeavErankand Alfred. It also

records his number and regiment. It is likely that he enlisted following the conscription of early 1916,
and he was postedtothe Kigg { KNR LJA KA NB [ A A KGO L ytheatse of War ¢ K
France is ukknown, as is the date he

was transferred to the Army Service  Absent Voters’ List Eddisbury Division.
Corps. His new numbgdreginning Farndon Polling District H.

T/4, gives an indication that he was : . : oy Bl s
servingin the Horse Transport SR A ‘ oLl s M
section T/4 was also used for men Parial of “Barton: , T .
affected by the compulsory transfer, — [25 B e S s i Smp - Epel.
In 1916 Of men WhO Wereeerng In 1029 (‘|:;:]l;:l,:,‘.‘:‘ Ellis do. 34620 L-cpl. 1/1 Wor. Yeo. 1029
. . . 1030 Challiior Alfre 0. 219511 Pte. 1/1 Roy. War. 1032
ASC units of the Territorial FOrce ol . ioh: oo s o B o ua DA s+ 'hhi-*
William
to regUIar army terms. 1032 France Thomas do. 266484 Por. 1/4 S é" é“l‘““; '°;; g dd bb
1033 Matthews Rowland do. 137889 Gnr. 2 DM.C. R.F.A. 10 % =
34 Matthews Sidney do. 230730 Pte. 1oth K.S.L.I. 1034 b . d” n . :
. '::3; ;inu:z-w\ ;‘I|l(||1;n< (io. xj:lii :’u-. :nth'i\g.sé;y. R.E 103:31""‘1’ 40 ﬁ'! 'B'¢¥.
His further movements are 1036 Pugh Chales do. K.S.LL 1036
1037 Pugh George do. Training Reserve 1037
unknOWn’ butFran k\/vas aWaded 1038 \\‘\'L';n'cr Alfred do. :10:64L Pte. 2/4 Ches. Yeo. 1038 N-D 2
. .. . 1039 Weaver Frank do. 26911 Pte. K.S.L.L. 10
the Victory and Britistservice 1040 Wilbrabam Herbert  do. o Senelh Tl are .
; ‘reswe Sl : 1
medalsand SUFVIVed the War, nO To41 “?:::::}"Im William do. D/15773 Pte. C. of Lon. Yeo. lo.ujp. ‘DI.%--@' 2 7 ! !
doubt the great relief of his long |
suffering parents.
Below:The hamlets and farms to theorth of Barton, including Gatekleath at the top right of the map.
Surveyed 1895.
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Above: Army Service Corps Horse
Transport section in France

Left Army Service Corpgostcard
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Private 210264 ALFRED WEAVER
2"%4™ Cheshire Yeomanry
Survived the war

Alfred Weaver, the son of Samuel and Elizab&tmaver was born in Farndon in 189RBisdirect
ancestry going back to Weavassnearby Tilston in the early nineteenth century, and although the
link has not yet been madglespite an extensive Weaver tree having beeseagched)with the
brothers aboveit is highly likely he was a second or third cousin of James, Thomas and Frank.

l'f FNBRQA FIUKSNE FFAGSNI 2SI NBR 2 FcalYoads,diedin 1904 ¥
By 1911with just his widowed mother and older brother James at holhmewas the main
breadwinnerworking as a cowman on a local Barton farm. Jamaeksuffered from a weak spine

from birth, so Alfred, still a teenager, had tpia responsibility on his young shoulders.

His war record has not survived, but due to his familgumstancesi is likely that he did not
volunteer and was conscripted after early 191@here appears to be no record of a medal card
either. Alfred mayot have made it abroad liere the end of the war.

Alfred returned home after the war, living in the area until his death in 1954.

Hamlets and farms surrounding Farndon and Barton. Surveyed 189
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Census 1901 and 1911




