The Hitlers of Liverpool

Mike Royden

Of family and history, | have no idea. In this respect | am completely ignorant.
Before, | did not know that | had relatives. Only when | became Reich Gloance
| learned this. | am a totally ufamilial creature. Tlat does not suit me. | belong
only to my people.

Adolf Hitler. Monologues1942

There is a Liverpool urban myth that surfaces from time to time, which meets with a flurry of
activity between believers and disbelievers, then disappears nmtige time hs lapsed for

the story to gatheiredibilitybagain and demand attention from new readers. And it is this:
‘A d Hitlerflived in Liverpool before World War One with Hialf-brotherAl ot s’
conjures up many, imageshe young artist stydng the arbitecture, improving his mind,
learning the language, standing on the Kop. In fact, what has been published is even more
ludicrous; loafing around his r o t Imoase, dasting about German politics in a Toxteth
back kitchen, learning about Higure withan astrological mystic neighbour, followed by a
reconnaissance trip to the waterfront to make a note of the shipping using thgugbfor

future reference you understand, should Germany ever go to war with, say, Britain for
example. So ade from theelaborations, is there any truth at all in this story?

Above:Alois Hitler and his wife Bridget Dowling

'"m Much of the interest has stemmed from the publication il *sses s
- the 1970s of a memoir written thirty years earlier,
Memmrs supposedly by Bridget Hitler, the wibf Alois A d ol
nf half-brother. This wasnet with wide reportage in England
especially in the Liverpool press. It also influenced local
BHI“EEI writer Beryl Bainbridge to producéoung Adolfa

HI]’I.EH fictionalised story about his visit to Liverpool as told in tr

menoir. She followed this in 1981 with a dram

e —— @ commissioned by the BBC callddhe Journal of Bridget
g Hitler, with Maurice Reves, Siobhan McKenna and Juliag Ty

Glover in the lead roles. This television play portrayed t Youn g Adolf

S ‘pre-war visit' by Adolf to his hatbrother's Liverpool BERYL BAINBRIDGE

.......................

home. = - —




Since then, therkave been many corruptions of the story, including a The Last
version by a local writer who also featured a fake photograph on his w '
site of a young Hitler standing in front of the William Brown Street
Galleries and Likary buildings, just to muddy the waterdldtirther.

The story came to the fore again in 2002, when David Gardner, a for Wi
crimewriter and senior foreign correspondent on the Daily Mail, publis o
a book entitled'he Last of the HitlersAlthough itdeals primarily with his 4
story of how he traced the last remaining relatives of the Nazi Dictator Rt
discusses the Liverpool connexti and this was shortly followed by a Sardaen
Channel 5 documentary which consequently reawakened interested inj GGG
story.

Thefollowing year in December 2003, the story was featured on Radibekimg History

where an objective approach was taken to get to the truth of the matter and involved myself
in the making of the programme, together with LiverpooldRe©ffice archvist Roger Hull,

Hi t | er 0 s PrbfessogSir mrpKemshaw, and producer Nick Patrick. This had aknock
on effect, resulting in my further participation with numerous radio features on Radio 4, and
local radio (Merseyside and City) andew televisiorappearances, including Stuart

Ma c onT ¥ 0B a Whossbizarre was filming and appearing in a Dutch programme,

“ Mi ssi on ,dagefias whitra the peesenter, Dutch celebrity Katja Schuurman, was
sent each week on a new mission. That week she m@sthe task of finding the living

relatives of Hitler. The previous weeks she had to try to discover the closely guarded recipe
for CocaCola and the whereabouts of Osama Bin Laden, which gives an idea of the

realms the programme makers were living int Bien, this was the country that gaveé uB i g
Brot.her’

| met Katja and the film crew outside Liverpool Central Library and we spent the day
filming in the Picton Reading Room, (as o6fro
Upper Stanhope Stee There was an interlude in Dale Street where Katja went off with a

handy cam (with the crew in tow)y search of where Alois Hitler may have worked and

wher e t he Havesunkaféwsbearsi |¢riadito put them off. Point that camera at
someoe with questionsthrovat t hem, such as o6Did Hitler u
well, you canmagine the situationandthe® use wit that woultad f ol |
drink in djub round éorner wid me al e | |as thedfirstwesponse, andjuickly went

downhill from there. But | digress.







Previous page:

(top) Picton Reading Room in Liverpool Central Library, but this was the location used to
give the Dutch TV viewer the impression it was the L.R.O.

(2nd row)Upper Stanbpe Streetthelocation of Alois Hitler'sdemolishedamily home

(3rd row)Katja and crew look like they are waiting for a bus, but they are discussing the next
shot in Dale StreetAlois Hitler was knowm to have been a waiter in a restaurant nearihere
1912.

(bottom row)Adjusting the

microphone pickup. So he said
anyway. Three other blokes look on {EEEEE=E
make sure everything ak.

Katja and producer Marlin with Mike
Royden BB,

(Right) An 'Iplayer’ format of the full
programme was on the channel
website br some time but no longer
available. Maybe it will appear one
day on YouTube.

The crux of the story is that in pFarst World War Liverpool, young Adolf, still hoping for a
career as an artist, came to stay at the house of hibriagiier and hisvife Bridget in Upper
Stanlope Street, in Toxteth. There he stayed for around six months, before returning to the
men's hostel in Vienna. As the only source for this is Bridget's own memoir, it has inevitably
undergone thorough analysis.

According to annterview given to the Dayl
Express in the thirties, Bridget Dowling may
have met Alois at a staff dance at the Royal
Hibernian Hotel in Dublir(right). This contrasts
with the version she gave in her memoir, wher
she states she met Alois for the fiiste at the
Dublin Horse Show in 190 There, she said her
father and neighbour began talking to a strang
The young man cut a dashing figure in his sme
suit and his waxed, turned up handle bar :
moustache. He introduced himself as Alois
Hitler from Austia, and with higfine foreign
manrers and his debonair Viennese ways h e
made a great impression on the teenage Brldgetfalrly won my heart with his sugary talk
and foreign way® she declared.

They agreed to meet, and a close friendship soon geatloetween them. However, Alois
hadalready created suspicion in the family with his fancy talk about being in the 'hotel
business', and that he was there diaet finding tripdcovering France, Belgium, and the
British Isles, to study the trade. It weaslong before thegiscovered he was actually a waiter




at the Shelbourne Hotel, in the centre of Dublin, sent there by a London employment agency.
Despite this, Bridget was 'head over heels in love' and they began to see more of each other.

The Dowlings clearly did not appwe of the relationship, especially once they became aware
of his true station. Having decided to marry, the couple eloped to London, where they were
married at Marylebone Registry Office on 3 June 1910. William Dowling, Bridgeterfa

farm labourerfom Kilnamanagh, was so incensed he even wanted the police to arrest Alois
for kidnapping.
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AVly father-resthissoutwas a r e al IBridges. drlenvaoudonpt heantedl of a
wedding to a foreigner. Alois and | used to tn@eery afternoon in gfimuseum and make

plans to elope. Four months later when Alois had saved enough money, we went to England
on the night boat and came to London. | wrote to my mother and said | would not return until
we got permission to marry. Shalked my father arounaind he gave his consént

Bridget was reunited with her father the following year, when she presented him with a new
grandson. By now the Hitlers had relocated to 102 Upper Stanhope Street in Toxteth,

Liverpool, where their baby wdmrn on 12 March 191He was christened William Patrick,

and the birth was also officially registered (as was their marriage in London). In the census of
April 1911, they were recorded living in a flat in No.102, where there were several more
boarders ocupying the other flatdt is likely the information was given by Alois, although

his own name was recorded as Antoras that intentional, or had the enumerator

mi sunder stood hi s ac c €firstt dclaBd as dagveng before ther r n a me
mistake was realised, cang the enumerator to cross it out astdrt again. Alois gave her

first name as O0Ceceb6, this waGecillmiwchipeet name
admired (according to her memoir). The official misheard,vamude itaso Ci s sy 0.



CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH

GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

: COL093618
Application Number........ sty PRI
RLG[STRATIOI\ DIbIRl( T Toxteth Park
1911 BIRTH in the Sub-district ()(Toxteth ParkCentral ............. in the County OleverPOOlCB .................................................................
Columns:- 1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10
No. When and Name, if any Sex  Name and sumame ' Name, sumame and Occupation Signature, deseription and When Signature of Name entered
where bom of father maiden sumname residence of informant registered registrar after registration
of mother
= Tl l Bre (e e Tk :
gl Mo - g v lisll | gl M
s 150 Wbtz 7507. i Alois %M WAt & »wf/d;., ; e,
¥ P 7 J { vu.( &
Lk Tnt] Puticck o s RSN Xl T s e %, pestind
Toxtsth Perd ) n‘,&,{; /MM? /’ ark 194 %
LA,

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Births in the District above mentioned.

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the 14th January 2004

day of

BXCA 184433

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCE
AND USING OR POS

S RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
SING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ®CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

6274 10A3  SPSL (06234

Above: Birth certificate of their son, William Patrick Hitler, in 102 Upper Stanhope
Street, Toxteth Park.

Below: William Patrick Hitler Baptism record
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Their onemonth old son is also recorded as WillianBridget preferred Patrick, wheas

Alois called him William, further suggesting it was Alois who spoke to the official. His
occupationwas ecor ded as Chi eCafé\(passiblyethe Staté inDalee Ly on o
Stred, owned by Lyons).

Alois found it difficult to settle in Liverpool, ahchanged his source of income four times in
their first two years of married life. According to Bridget, he ran a restaurant on Dale Street, a
boarding house on Upper Parliament Straed then a hotel in Mount Pleasant. When he
became a salesman forigmbsable razor firm, he began to have grand ideas about
developing his own business in the same field. This, he hoped, would involve his sister
Angela, and brothein-law Leo Raubal &ick in Austria [was Bridget confused againeo

died in 1910]. He thesent them money to cover their travelling expenses in the hope they
would come to Liverpool for a visit where he could discuss his ideas further. According to
Bridget,a..we were loking forward with pleasure to their visit. When we went to Lime

Street $ation to meet them, | eagerly scanned the couples descending from the 11.30 train,
wondering if | would recognise our relatives. Instead of Angela and Leo Raubal,



(Above) The Lyon’s company owned the State Restaurant in Dale Street, half of the
building was demolished due to war damage

however, a shabby yng man approached and offered Alois his han?
It was my husband{gunger brother, Adolf, who canire their plac e 6

A row then broke out between the brothers and Bridget left them to
When thg returned to the flat later that evening the tension wag g
and once Adolf had retired to bed, Bridget berated her husband for}
way he had treated him. What then followed was a diatribe against
Adolf and how Alois portrayed himself as the classistreated step
child, while all favouritism went to the trudf spring of the mother.
He described to his young wife his unhappy childhood and the wa
was constantly beaten by his father, especially when he came hom
worse for wear after yet anotheight at the local tavern. Despite his
uncomfortable memars, Alois was not going to turn his hdlfother
away, and this was to be the beginning of a stay that would keep A
in Upper Stanhope Street for almost 6 months, from November 19
untilApril19 1 3é. . according to Bridget.

Alois did have a difficult bildhood. Alois senior, the natural father of both Alois and Adolf,

was born on 7 June 1837 to Maria Anna Schickelgruber, atfodyyearold cook and the
unmarried daughter of Johann Schickelgmtiom the village of Strones in Lower Austria.

The entrymade that same day in the baptismal register of Dollerscheim parish, shows that the
baby was christened Alois Schickelgruber. The space in the register for the father's name was
left blank, and dgste much speculation has remained a mystery ever sint84R) Maria
Shickelgruber married a journeyman miller named Johann Georg Hiedler. The marriage
lasted only five years as Maria died in 1847. Young Alois was taken in by hitathep's

brother dhann Nepomuk Hiedler, who raised him like his own son. Wilsywas so is

unclear, but Johann Georg may have returned to his travels to support himself.



Upper Stanhope Street
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1
Anna Franziska Alois Hitler
-A e
l ¢
2 1 o e e e i | T T . T =4 3
Hedwig Bridget Alois Angela — Leo Gustav, Ida, Otto Adolf Edmund Paula
Heidemann Dowling Hitler Raubal Hitler Hitler
l 14 1 I 5 |
Heinz William Patrick Leo Geli Elfriede
Hitler
Stefan Hiedler Agnes
b. 1672
Johann Hiedler Maria Anna

b. May 11, 1725 | Neugeschwandter
786

Martin Hiedler 1 Anna Maria Goeschl
b. Nov. 17, 1762 b. 1760
d. Jan. 10, 1829 d. 1854

| | |
Lorenz Hiedler  Johann Georg Hiedler May 10, 1842  Maria Anna Schicklgruber  Johann Nepomuk Huettler Eva Maria Decker

b. 1792 b. April 1795 b. 1807 [ b.1792
d 1857 d. 1847 d. 1888 d 1873
Johann Baptist Poclz] Johanna Huettler Walburga Huettler = Josef Romeder
b. May 25, 1828 | b. Jan. 19, 1830
d. Jan. 9, 1902 d Feb 8, 1906
Franziska Matzelsberger 1883 Alois Schicklgruber Jan. 7, 1885 Klara Poelzl
b. 1861 (later Hitler) b. Aug. 12, 1860
d Aug 10, 1884 b. Junc 7, 1837 d Dec. 21, 1908
tuberculosis d. Jan, 3, 1903 breast cancer
, , [ [ [ [ [ |
Alois Matzelsberger  Angela Hitler  _____ Leo Raubal Gustay Hitler  Ida Hitler Otto Hitler Adolf Hitler Edmund Hitler  Paula Hitler
(later Hitler) b. July 28, 1883 b. June 11, 1879 b. May 17, 1885 b. Sept. 25,1886 b. & d Autumn |b. April 20, 1889 | b. March 24, 1894 b. Jan. 21, 1896
b. Jan. 13, 1882 d 1949 d. Aug 10, 1910 d Dec. 8, 1887 d Jan 2, 1888 1887 d. April 30, 1945| d. Feb. 29, 1900  d. June 1, 1960
diptheria diptheria suicide measles

Leo Rudolf Raubal Angela (“Geli”) Raubal Elfriede Raubal

b, 1906 b. Jan. 4, 1908 b. Jan. 10, 1910
d. Sept. 18, 1931 The Hitler Family Tree. Copyright 1998 by Jennifer Rosenberg.
suicide




Adolf Hitler with half sister Angela.

Paula Hitler

(top) Hitler’s parents - Alois
Hitler senior, Klara Pélzl.

(middle) Sisters Angela and
Paula

(bottom) Sister Angela and
brother-in-law Leo
Raubal




The grave®@opaHe!

AloisHitler
Died 3 Jan 1903

Klara (Poelzl) Hitler

(3rd) wife of Alois
Died21 December 1908

Below: the family home in Linz

At eighteen, Alois senior entered the Austrian civil service and by 1875 he had risen to the
position of customs inspector in Braunau am Inn. The following lyedrad cause to have his
name danged. It would not appear to be due to his illegitimacy, as he had never attempted to
conceal it, rather, it may have been due to a legacy from his adopted father Johann Nepomuk
Hiedler, who, having no heir, required Aldgslegally take the family nameAs a

consequence, his birth records were altered to read Johann Georg Hiedler as the name of his
father, despite the fact he had been dead for nearly 20 years. In factgiissselledas

‘Johann Georg Hitler' in th@rocess. The parish priest wdscapersuaded to strike out
Schickelgruber and to change 'out of wedlock' to ‘within wedlock'. There was also marginal
note: 'The under signed confirm that Georg Hitler, registered as the father, who is well known
to the uner signed witnesses, admits iy the father of the child Alois, as stated by the

child's mother, Anna Schickelgruber, and has requested the entry of his name in the present
baptismal register'. Three illiterate witnesses added their marks to theestatéhe

statement was clearlglse, but his natural parents were no longer around to object. From
January 1877 Alois Schickelgruber called himself Alois Hitler.



[Hiedler, Huttler, Hietler, Hutler, Hitler, were all phonetic spelling of the same name on
documents of the 18century. Themame means O6small hol der 6]

Alois, who was now a muetespected customs official, was to marry three times. Firstly, to
Anna Glassl, a woman much older than himself, then to two young women, Franziska
Matzelberger and KlarR6lzl, who were young enoughlte his daughters. Anna Glassl,

whom he married in 1873 was by then aged fifty, and it seemed to be a marriage of
convenience, she being fourteen years his senior, well off, and with useful connections in the
civil service.lt wasn't long before Alois tookimself a mistress, and by 1880 Anna, who had
clearly had enough, was granted a legal separation. Franziska, now the focus of his affection
and wary of Aloi$wandering eye, insisted that his housekeeper (and cousin)rditaia

should be dismissed.

In 1882, Alois junior was born, although he was not legitimised until the following year,
when Alois senior and Franziska were married after the death of Anna earlier that year. A
daughter Angela followed a few weeks after thedding. In August 1884, Fraska

contracted tuberculosis and died at the age of only twlenty While she had been sent to

the country for convalescence, Alois immediately brought Klara back to look after the
children. She became pregnant very quicfer the death of FranziskasAhey were second
cousins they needed special dispensation from the church to marry, which took four months.
Once cleared, they were married on 7 January 1885. Five children followed soon afterwards,
of which Adolf was thdourth, born in 20 April 1889. & first three children all died at

various stages of infancy, while her fifth, Edmund, born in 1894, died from measles in 1900
aged six. Paula, her sixth child, was born in 1896, and lived until 1960.

Alois senior has beedescribed as a pompous, staathoritarian, who demanded respect,
while giving little time or devotion to his family. He frequently resorted to beating his sons to
ensureunquestioned discipline. At thirteen, Alois junior left the family home, havaenb

found theposition of a waite However, by 1900 he had been found guilty of theft and jailed
for 5 monthsfollowed by a similar offence two years later, for which he received 8 months.
On his release, Heft for Paris, then London, trying to makérash start by securing work in

the catering industrylhe domineering Alois senior died in January 1903, and the family
relocated to Linz two years later.

In 1907, his third wife Klara Adolf's mother- died from cancer aged forseven. The grief
strickenAdolf, who had already faitkto secure a place at the Viennese Academy of Fine
Arts, determined toeturn to the city intent on becoming an architect. It did not go well. From
early 1908 until May 1918e remained in Vienna, living hand to mouthftdrg from one

menial job to andter, unable to gento college to pursue his chosen career. By 1910, after a
period of living rough, often in the open, moved into a men's hostel, while hawking
postcards of paintings he had made of views of the &8tyfar, much of this detail abotite
brother's early life is factual and generally accepted by histirians and biographers. It is

the next development which has caused the most controversy.

The only source for Adolf's ‘visit' to Liverpool is contathin Bridget'sMemoir. The

existence of thenanuscript has been generally known sindes O r e d éadyd®/0s r y 0
when the historiafRobert Payne, while researching material for his biduk Life and Death

of Adolf Hitler, readthrough it in themanuscript division of the New YoiRublic Library.

This unfinished manuscripivhich ends in miesentence, was published for the first time in
1979, with an introduction ardiscussion of its authenticity by Michael Unger, then editor of
the Liverpool Ddy Post. It wagrobably written byBridget and son William, around 1940

41, perhaps with the help of a ghastter, as there are noticeable differences in style
contained within.



Historians have little time for the memoir, and have been highly
critical of its contents, feeling theeretoo many discrepancies (not
just with the Liverpool episode) to be taken seriously. Indeed, lan
Kershaw, speaking on tiMaking Historyprogramme, went as far as
calling the memoida work offiction without a grain of uthd And
here lies the problem.hEre is no other evidence placing Hitiler
Liverpool. Until something else appears to either support or
contradict, the controversy is surectantinue.

(left) The 1970s edition of Bridget (Dowling) Hitler’s memoir
edited by Michael Unger, former editor of the Liverpool Daily
Post.

Michael Ungeés edition of theMemoirwas republished in 2011, and while publicising its
releasehe told JMU Journalism,

dMly instincts are that he did come to Liverpool. These are also the instincts of some
historians, tk FBI and the boss of the wartime British spi&fjiam Stephenson.
Theonly doubts that | have had have been dispelled in recent g#thmigh some
peoplejournalists and historians among others, doubt it simply because they doubt
it. One ofmy greatsurprises is how bad the research is of someeamhpeople

Ungeiis Gnstinctdare not enough however, and his views on historians are misleading and
unfair. Seasoned historians who deal in convincing evidence can séetimigiris too

unreliable to ge it credence. Furthermore, research thatta&a a great deal of time and
produces little in the way @aangible material, may have the appearance of no research at all.
Not to find material that may watiot exist is hardly a failure.

The myth surronding Hitler's visit was not helped by the noYelung Adolby Beryl
Bainbridge.This was a work of fiction, where Bainbridge took the idea of Adolf visiting
Liverpool, as recounteith the justpublished memoir, and developed the idea further. Later,
whenit was made into thewo-parttelevision dramait reached an even wider audience.
Although she made it clear at the time thatas a product largely of her own imagination,
many observers, especially Liverpudlians, accefftedsisit as historical facfalking to the
Washington Post in 1979 abourrfiction, Bainbridgesaid,

6l haven't really got the education for t1l

laughingly callresearch that | did on young Adolf | quite enjoyed. | felt rather

educated rushing anndlooking in libraries... the part of thenhfg memaoirs]

that seems the most real is the drdut Adolf coming to Liverpool. It's the

most understated, whetheisitrue or notThere's no proof that he came, but

A

theresnoppof that he didn'to.

God research for a fictional novelist, but tryit@blur the boundaries with poor scientific
historicalresearch and making unsupported claims to a trusting readership is unforgivable
and damagingYears later in the Foreword to Gardnéest of the Hitles, her view of the

truth was undimmedj..whatrings true, by reason of its mundane content, its very naivety of
expression, iker[ Br i dagmuntosAdolf's arrival in Liverpodl

This encapsulates the view of many of those who feel this sed¢ttba memoir has
&redibilityd its very dmatterof-factnesg§ notb e i dragpsed up for effeit.
In fact,i t qdite the opposite. The ordinariness of it is quite stark; Young Adolf playing with
herchild in the kitchen, while chatting about the futofeGermany-
a..he would nevehesitate to interrupt my housework to explain how Germany was
going to take its rightful position in the world. First would come France, then
England. | didn'find this talk very interesting, but whenever | tried to geapive



would begin to shouglthaugh I rarely troubled to contradict him. He would whip

himself up into a rage and go until hoarseness or some interruption stopped him.

| put it down partly to the pleasuhe took in hearing his own voicenother tri&

he had in common with my huslithhand partlytoadei r e t o domi neer me

A few paragraph later she say8,.. During his Liverpool stay, Adolf hadn't even picked up
enough English to agkrections to the stati@nThis topic of conversation seemsiig

bizarre, given the fact hgas an Austrian and was thereLinerpool, according to Bridget, to
dodge the draft into the Austrian army. Until one rememberghbanemoir was written
around 1941 with a complete awareness of Hitler's true intentitmebyMaybe it was quite
simpleand appealing to look back to her little flat in Toxteth and recount wkdo# Hitler
first had the idea for world domination. That should sell a few books for William on the
lecture circuit.

At the time the memoir waaritten, it was commoknowledge that there was a 'lost year' in
Hitler'slife. Hitler had never alluded to it, it wasn'thein Kampfor any other of his

writings. Hitler hadconveniently glossed over the period, or rewritten it, to provide a more
accepable version of theulic figure he now was. His failure to enter the Academy, living
rough, the doss houses, and ddaftiging, was a phase he felt was not for public
consumption. Bridget and William may have beaty too ready to fill in the 'missing
months' with an alterniae story. Those close to him say agasin brief trips to Italy and
Paris, he had made no visit to any other country. Furthermore tiatendid he mention to
any British people that he met later, that he had ever visited England

Professor lan Kershaand Professor Robert Waite both point to the fact that there are no
records inGermany or Austria that point to a visit abroad, while they do place him in Vienna
at the time he wasupposed to be in Liverpool. According to Kershagain speaking on
Making History,

0There is actually an eye witness to Adol f

Viennain February 1913 at a time when he is supposed to be in Liverpool.

Beyond that, theecords kept by the men's home were very carefiords and

theyrecorded when peopigere residents and when they left. Adolf Hitler did

actually leave the men's home justddew days, and they recorded his departure

and his return in May 1913, when he lefgmto Munich. They again registered

his departure. Sincle records are so carefukgpt, they would unquestionably

have recorded a departure of his in 1912, had he di@ag to Liverpool. What

a wonderfully surreal image to think of Hitler standing ontémeaces at Anfield,

but there is'tagrainoftrdt i n t he story. o

The blue half were not to be left out. While researching his BbekLast of the Hitlers

David Gardner was called by his business partner who had just received a letter from

someone he described a ‘complete whac&o
fisome guy says Her lived next door to him in Liverpool and they usedgtm
together to watch Everton at Goodison Park. It goes on and on about how he
converted Adolfrom liking Liverpool when he first came to Britain.

A letter written by the ghostf Ghankly no doubt

Alois left the family homen Liverpoolfor Germany in May 1914 never to return, and he
remarried bigamousliyn 1916 to Hedwig Heidemann with whom he had a son, Heinrich
Hitler, (nicknamed Heinz) whwas born on 14 March 1920. When viaoke out Heinz

joined the Wehmacht and served on tEastern Front, where he was reported as captured by
the Russians. He died in a Russian prisoho#h?2 after being tortured.

In the early 1920s, Bridget and William moved to live in London. Williammeveed contact
with hisfather anl visited him in Germany in 1929 and 1930, before returning there in 1933
to try to takeadvantage of his relationship with his uncle Adolf. The dream of a high



powered, well paid positiodid not materialise. It would appethat he was more of a thorn
in the side to his uncle who waslated to the state' only, and who tried to erase his family
details, and their potentiaimbarrassingevelations, from all public knowledge.

m—

.

Alois and wife Hedwig Heidemann and son Heinz

Heinrich (Heinz) Hitler

He served in the German military, as a signals NCO
with the 23rd Potsdamer Artillery Regiment on the
Eastern Front.

On the evening of 10 January 1942, he was ordered
to recover radio equipment from an army post. He
never came back.

He was captured and tortured for several weeks
before dying in a Moscow prison, age 21, on 21
February 1942 and received the Iron Cross 2nd
class.

(left) Bridget and son ‘Pat’ moved
to 26 Priory Gardens, Highgate,

! London, where she took on a
musical career, studying at

I Mayfair School of Music, and
touring with Harry Lauder’s
troop in comedies and revues.
(below)1920s Electoral roll record
for 26 Priory Gardens.
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By 1938, following a summons toeetHitler, William was
given an ultimatum to givap his BritishNationality and
commit himself to the Nazi cause. William declined and
made a clandestine efibm the countrynow fearful of his
own safety. Months later in March 193 arrived in New
York with Bridget, ready to tour the countgying lectures
on the subjeco f 6 My U n thdvisit béind) orgahiged
between theatrical agents in London and New York.

In January 1939, he documented much of
the previous 1930s record in an article in
Look magazine headlined

"Why | Unactlee "my
L OO Kuly 4, 1939

On 25 March 1939, Bridget and William
left England for the last time on the SS
Normandie (the world’s largest liner),
bound for New York

(below right)William Patrick Hitler, on
board the S.S. Normandie arriving in
New York 1939.
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The Truth About Hitler And His Regime
From One Person Who Knows Them Both Inside Out!

WILLIAM PATRICK H I T L E R

(NEPHEW OF ADOLF HITLER)

Presents His Startling Story
Of The Real Germany
Hidden Behind Nazi Fictions

WHAT THE
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\THINKING
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Bridget Dowling Hitler working for the British War
Relief Society in 1941.

The Hitler New York residence during the
war, 505 W 142nd St, Upper Manhattan

William was nowsufficiently at home in his adoptive country that he decided to enlist in the
American Forces to fighbr the alliesagainst Uncle Adlf. Meanwhile, the FBI and the OSS
were keeping a watchful eym his every move and spoke to him on several occasions, trying
to learn what they could aboditler and Nazi Germany. Whatever his motives, he was
eventually accepted andysied up to th&.S. Navy. In surreal circumstances, as he gave his
name to the recruiting officer, he was met vitie replydlad to see you Hitlermy name is
HessbA great photo opportunity, but the officer wa&ale K. Hess of Chicago. After

training he was sent the Medical Corps and saw action befbeéng honourably discharged
in 1946.
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A Letter from Patrick Hitler to the President

March 3rd, 1942.

His Excellency Franklin D. Roosevelt.,
President of the United States of America.
The White House.,

Washington. D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

May | take the liberty of encroaching on your valuable time and that of your
staff at the White House? Mindful of the critical days the nation is now passing
through, I do so only because the prerogative of your high office alone can
decide my difficult and singular situation.

Permit me to outline as briefly as possible the circumstances of my position,
the solution of which I feel could so easily be achieved should you feel moved
to give your Kkind intercession and decision.

I am the nephew and only descendant of the ill-famed Chancellor and Leader
of Germany who today so despotically seeks to enslave the free and Christian
peoples of the globe.

Under your masterful leadership men of all creeds and nationalities are waging
desperate war to determine, in the last analysis, whether they shall finally serve
and live an ethical society under God or become enslaved by a devilish and
pagan regime.

Everybody in the world today must answer to himself which cause they will
serve. To free people of deep religious feeling there can be but one answer and
one choice, that will sustain them always and to the bitter end. I am one of
many, but I can render service to this great cause and I have a life to give that
it may, with the help of all, triumph in the end.

All my relatives and friends soon will be marching for freedom and decency
under the Stars and Stripes. For this reason, Mr. President, I am respectfully
submitting this petition to you to enquire as to whether I may be allowed to
join them in their struggle against tyranny and oppression?

At present this is denied me because when I fled the Reich in 1939, I was a
British subject. I came to America with my Irish mother principally to re-join
my relatives here. At the same time, I was offered a contract to write and
lecture in the United States, the pressure of which did not allow me the time to
apply for admission under the quota. I had therefore, to come as a visitor.

I have attempted to join the British forces, but my success as a lecturer made
me probably one of the best attended political speakers, with police frequently
having to control the crowds clamouring for admission in Boston, Chicago and
other cities. This elicited from British officials the rather negative invitation to
carry on. The British are an insular people and while they are kind and
courteous, it is my impression, rightly or wrongly, that they could not in the
long run feel overly cordial or sympathetic towards an individual bearing the
name I do. The great expense the English legal procedure demands in changing
my name, is only a possible solution not within my financial means. At the same
time, I have not been successful in determining whether the Canadian Army
would facilitate my entrance into the armed forces. As things are at the present
and lacking any official guidance, I find that to attempt to enlist as a nephew



of Hitler is something that requires a strange sort of courage that I am unable
to muster, bereft as I am of any classification or official support from any
quarter.

As to my integrity, Mr. President, I can only say that it is a matter of record
and it compares somewhat to the foresighted spirit with which you, by every
ingenuity known to statecraft, wrested from the American Congress those
weapons which are today the Nation's great defense in this crisis. I can also
reflect that in a time of great complacency and ignorance I tried to do those
things which as a Christian I knew to be right. As a fugitive from the Gestapo
I warned France through the press that Hitler would invade her that year. The
people of England I warned by the same means that the so-called "solution"
of Munich was a myth that would bring terrible consequences. On my arrival
in America I at once informed the press that Hitler would lose his Frankenstein
on civilization that year. Although nobody paid any attention to what I said, I
continued to lecture and write in America.

Now the time for writing and talking has passed and I am mindful only of the
great debt my mother and I owe to the United States. More than anything else
I would like to see active combat as soon as possible and thereby be accepted
by my friends and comrades as one of them in this great struggle for liberty.

Your favorable decision on my appeal alone would ensure that continued
benevolent spirit on the part of the American people, which today I feel so
much a part of. I most respectfully assure you, Mr. President, that as in the
past I would do my utmost in the future to be worthy of the great honour I am
seeking through your kind aid, in the sure knowledge that my endeavors on
behalf of the great principles of Democracy will at least bear favourable
comparison to the activities of many individuals who for so long have been
unworthy of the fine privilege of calling themselves Americans. May I therefore
venture to hope, Mr. President, that in the turmoil of this vast conflict you will
not be moved to reject my appeal for reasons which I am in no way
responsible?
For me today there could be no greater honour, Mr. President, to have lived
and to have been allowed to serve you, the deliverer of the American people
from want, and no greater privilege then to have striven and had a small part
in establishing the title you once will bear in posterity as the greatest
Emancipator of suffering mankind in political history.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
I would be most happy to give any additional information ;
that might be required and I take the liberty of enclosing a EXTRAORDINARY CORRESPONDENCE

. l o o ol lf. * from *
circular containing details about myse AMERICAN WARS

Permit me, Mr. President, to express my heartfelt good
wishes for your future health and happiness, coupled with WAH lETTEBs
the hope that you may soon lead all men who believe in

decency everywhere onward and upward to a glorious
victory.

“A priceless

| am, treasure.”
- Tom
Very respectfully yours, Brokaw

Patrick Hitler

ANE

CAHROLL

ANDREW
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In Germany, Alois had established a restaurant in Berlin by 1934, which became a popular
drinking hole for Nazi soldiers. He kept it open through the tiomeof the war, but in 1945

he was arresteloly the British,although released when it became clear he had played no role
in the Nazi regimelNevertheless, it is reported that he was involved with a-mgig

political party into the 1950syhile he alsanade money signing photographs of his brother
and selling thm to tourists. He dieth Hamburg on 20 May 1956.

He is buried in
Hamburg,
together with
Hedwig and Erna
and Hans Hitler
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A new identity for William Patrick Hitler:
Patrick Alexander Stuart-Houston

On 29 October 1946, Name changed by decree of Court from

William Hitler became a WILLIAY PATRICK HITLER to, PATRICE ALEXAY

naturalised USA citizen, .
. . . STUART-HOUSTON, as part of the naturaliza
under his new identity —

Patrick Alexander Stuart- _ October 29th, 1946 %;7
Houston Defuty Cler

And a new wife, Phyllis Jean-
Jacques, and family




Nothing furthe is heard of William or Bridget Hitler, although John Toland indicated

knowledge othem still living in the New York area in tH®70's when carrying out research

for his Hitlerbiography. The trail was picked up by British journalist David Gardner, who

spent most of th&990's trying to find out what happened to William, especially as there was

a suggestion that thditler name wa still alive and well in America. After much research, he

found he was too latéjscovering instead their final resting pdac

He wrote,
AWVilliam died in 1987, 18 years after his mother, in the anonymity he craved for
much of his life. His family even ansidered leaving the grave unmarked, but
decidedinsteadtour y him under the false name that

In light of the fate of his uncle, and everything the Nazi regime stood for, William wisely felt
it advisable to melt away into theckground, change his name, and live in obscurity, in
contrast to theery public life he had enjoyed on his lecture tours. Blethe worry of
retribution towards anyontgearing the name could not be ignored. Nevertheless, Gardner
discovered William hd made auccess of his American life. He married a German girl
Phyl | 4 & c Jleedasl met during his time working@ermany during the 1930's, and
together they appeared to be the model family; fouAalericanboys, while he worked in

the medical field. Later he sep @ blood analysis laboratory, in the hotihney moved to in

the countryside to avoid prying eyes. Neightsospoke about them as a pleadantily, well
respected in the community. There were four sons, Alexander (1949), Louis {#6&&Ayd
(1957) and Ban (1965). Howard was killed in a car crash in 1989, but the three remaining
brothers are still living, ka@ing a double barrel name that gives no hint of their roots. None of
thesons married and it is likely that the Hitler name may now finally die out.

The house in Patchogue in Suffolk
County, where Patrick Stuart-Houston
raised four sons quietly



The fact thawi | | ifaaniy dasse led a relatively normal life in America in
the faceof their family history is somachievement The family
understandably refused to-operate fully with Gardner, nor with the Chann
5 film company. He persisted frying to shed light on Bridget's memoirs.
William's wife Phyllis toldGardner6tks allmade ug whileAl e x Wea i
read it and it was the funniest thing l eversawip | i f e 6 .

However, on a later visit when pressed further, Alex went so farsasytid :
was all true and not onlgid Adolf visit Liverpool but he visited Ireland too,

furthermore, the remaining manuscript veasually completed and the library#s
only had the first half. All of which is unlikely and sounded venych like a %4
sarcastic, agry outburst in reaction to the intrusion into their private lives. §

There werdurther conradictions in William Patrick Hitler's life. Not only did
he give his first son the middieme of Adolf, but the adopted name he was to use for the
rest of his lifewas the same double barrsime of one of the most notorious aBémitic
theorists of tk far right, and a significant influenoa Hitler when writing Mein Kampf.

Why use these names?

Houston Stewart Chamberlain
(Sept. 9th, 1855 — Jan. 9th, 1927)

Anglo-German publicist, playwright, cultural critic
and race theorist

An admirer of Richard W
the composer and | ater

| n Fhoousndati ons of tHhe Ni
pr esented bautbroni ased ana
culture and procl ai med
superi or ictay | efd tAreg asno el
cul tur e.

Hi s theories, i nf | uoeungchet
particularly Adollfi sHi tnio

il know that in England there is still a lot of interest in Hitler and it is
on the television and in books and newspapers more often than it is
here. Just make sure you say good things about my father because he
was a good guy. He came to the United States, he served in the US
Navy, he had four kids and he had a pretty good life.”

“My father was definitely anti-Nazi and anti-Hitler.”
So why did he name his eldest son Adolf?
“I don't know. I wasn't there when that was decided.”

The naming of Alexander Adolf is one of the many contradictions in the
fascinating saga of a family's attempt to escape from its surname.
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3 el i William moved from New York City out to
Patchogue on Long Island

Louis and Brian live in a log cabin-
style house in East Patchogue, 50
miles east of Manhattan on Long
Island. They spent their working
lives running a landscaping business.

Alexander lives a few miles away
and retired several years ago after a
career as a social worker, assisting
Vietnam War veterans.

Brigid Elisabeth (nee Dowling) Hitler

(died 18 November 1969)
Patrick Stuart -Houston

(died 14 July 1987)

‘William died in 1987, 18 years after his
mother, in the anonymity he craved for
much of his life. His family even
considered leaving the grave unmarked,
but decided instead to bury him under
the false name that had brought him
peace’.

Phyllis Stuart-Houston

(died 2 November 2004)




A family of many contradictions, and a branch that has creatadbhe myth of Adolf
Hitler in Liverpool. Consequently, we may never get to the truth, but to place Adolf Hitler in
Liverpool in1913 is to rely on one piece of very flimsy evidence. Sounds like a Monty

Python sketch. BillHitler of Toxteth.AdolfinLiverp ool . You coul dnét mak
Seem8Bi | | yosdid mot her
Postscript

During the completion of this book, | have had long conversations and meetings with a
reputablefilm company in London, who have made a series of high quality documentaries,
plus an awardvinning documentary film maker kmwen for his work in American politics,

both of whom arevorking on making films onThe Hitlers of Liverpodl. Whether they see
the light of dayremains ® be seeybut is further testament to the continued irgesnd

debate surrounding thigban myth Both sounded very exciting and the stdoes deserve a
full professional production that would do the narrative and debate justice, rathéreghan
superficial films and reports done so far.

Further reading

Gardner, David, The Last of the Hitler€2001)

Hitler, Bridget, / Unger, M. ed., The Memoirs of Bridget Hitlgf1979- new publication
2011)

Kershaw, I. Hitler 18891936: Hubris(1998)

Toland, J. Adolf Hitler, (1976)

BBC Radio 4
Making HistorydAdolf Hitler in LiverpoolbProgramme 10, broadcast on 2nd December 2003

On the Net
Royden, Mike, Adolf Hitler - did he visit Liverpool during 193223? BBC web site;
www.bbc.co.uk/legacies/myths legends/england/liverpool/user 1 article 1.shtml

Mike Royden’s History Pages i www.roydenhistory.co.uk
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gMI:ET THE
HITLERS:
THE BRITISH
CONNECTION

THE story of the secret Hitlers
began when Alois Junior, half-
brother to the future dictator,
moved to Britain
and married Brigid
Dowling in London.
It was 1910. The
{)alr then moved to
Adverpool, giving
birth to William
Patrick Hitler,
author of the diary.
‘Willy’ Hitler met
the Fuhrer, but
disappointed him
by refusing to take
German citizenship.

BRIGID
189‘II-1969

FRANSISKA
1861-1884 (1st wife)

.

ALOIS
1837-1903

KLARA
1860- 1907.(2nd wife)

TR
o |

A

ALOIS JUNIOR

1882-1956

- HAT LEADS _
TO THE USA

IN 1939, Willy Hitler and his
Eother crossed the Atlantic.

e took US citizenship,
married and had four sons, as
this family tree shows. Three,
Alex, Louis and Brian, survive
but use a different surname.
They are the last of the Hitlers.

 WILLY
1911-1987

|

PHYLLIS
1925-2004
|

ADOLF
1889-1945

ALEXANDER

EE@ 1949

HOWARD
1957-1989




