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Rest my dear husband, but oh how I’ll miss you.
Loving you dearly your memory I’ll keep;
Never while life lasts shall I forget you,
Sacred is the spot where you lie asleep.
Emma Royden (March 1918)

The Family of John Royden in late 19th century Liverpool

The Family of John Royden in late 19th century Liverpool
John Royden (Charles Royden’s father) was born in 1844 in Toxteth in the heart of
Liverpool's South Dockland. His father, Joseph Royden, was a carter serving
Liverpool docks. His grandfather, also called John, had brought the family to
Liverpool from West Kirby, where the Royden’s were well established as farmers.
John (1783-1849) grew up in West Kirby parish, at a time that the port of Liverpool
was expanding and offering increasing opportunities to those hoping for a secure
future. Shortly after his marriage and sometime between 1808 and 1811, he moved
to Liverpool, to Harrington Street, an area of dense court housing close to the south
docks.
John Royden (1844-1899) married Elizabeth Wesley in 1872. She was the daughter
of John and Elizabeth Wesley of Leeds Street. near the terminus wharves of the
Leeds and Liverpool Canal, just to the north of where the Pier Head now lies. Her
father was a local tailor. John Royden was a boiler maker who could read and
write, but Elizabeth could only mark her name with a cross, as she did on their
marriage certificate. This was very common - the Education Act had only just been
placed on the statute book and it is unlikely she had had a formal education.
Within a short time the couple were struggling to make ends meet in the court
housing of Upper Mann Street. The south docks area was a warren of back to back
courts, with poor conditions and little sanitation and this was a tough life bring up a
large family.

Left: Upper Mann Street

On the night of the 1881
census, the enumerator
recorded five children –
four sons and a
daughter. Also in the
house that night was
Elizabeth, John
Royden's older sister, a
forty year old unmarried
charwoman. She may
have lived there or in a
house nearby and
stopped overnight to
help with the birth of
Charles who had been
born earlier that day.
There must have been a
great deal of fuss and excitement going on when the recorder had knocked on the
door.
In the 1890’s, the family began to break up. They were now living in 394a Mill Street,
the main thoroughfare passing through the area on the route towards Liverpool
town centre. This was an improvement, although slight, on their previous
accommodation. At least they were away from the court housing.

Joseph, the eldest, was the first to leave. Employed as a decorator, he married
Elizabeth Albiston in 1891. Elizabeth (18), and her younger sister Ruth, were
actually living in the Royden household in 1891. Their father, John Albiston, was
recorded as ‘away at sea’ and in the absence of their mother, the Royden’s were
looking after them. Joseph and Elizabeth moved a few doors down to 408a Mill
Street.
Margaret was next to leave. She was working as a shop assistant and married
Joseph Taylor in 1894. They moved to one of the new terrace houses in nearby
Denton Street, just off Mill street. By the 1911 Census, they were back in a house
next door to where Margaret had lived with her parents – 396a Mill Street. They had
eight children, although 3 died in infancy.
John Henry Royden was working as a shop boy in 1891. Two years later at the age
of only 17 he boarded a ship to America, this was a one way ticket as John made
New York his home. His descendants live there to this day.
William became a timber clerk in the offices of a local timber yard and moved into
nearby Grove Cottage.
But times had already become increasingly hard into the late 1890's when their
father, John Royden, was admitted to Toxteth Workhouse Infirmary – this was the
NHS of its day, there was no alternative for those who could not pay for hospital
care. John died in 1899 aged 55 and was buried in the adjoining Smithdown Road
Cemetery in an unmarked grave. In the 1901 census, his sister Ann is also recorded
in the Workhouse Infirmary. A former charwoman, she was by then an infirm
pauper, and unlikely to have seen the family home again. Elizabeth, John's widow,
was living at 36 Denton Street according to the 1901 census and only her youngest
child Charles was still at home. But by 1903 he too had left and Elizabeth was alone.

Left: The Mill Street mill in 1950. Above: the view across Grafton Street in 1905 –
see bottom left section of following map

Some of the Royden homes in the Dingle, Liverpool, occupied by the children and
families of John and Elizabeth Royden.
William Royden
Grove Cottage
(1901)

Margaret
(Royden) Taylor
21 Denton St
(1901)

Elizabeth Royden
36 Denton St (1901)

Joseph Royden jnr
384a Mill Street
John and Elizabeth Royden (1844-1899)
family moved from Upper Mann Street (1881) to
live here at 394a Mill Street (1891)

Charles Royden
Wellington Road

161

160

Joseph Royden Snr
408a Mill Street 1901
Margaret (Royden) Taylor
396a Mill Street (1911)

Map shows Toxteth Park, near Herculaneum shore in 1906
Royden Street can be seen at the bottom right

Census Records of John Royden (1844-1899)

Census of 1861 showing the family of Joseph Royden (1817-1880),
including his son John (1844-1899)

Census of 1881 showing the family of John Royden (1844-1899)

Census of 1891 showing the family of John Royden (1844-1899)
showing the family now living in 394a Mill Street

Census of 1901 showing John Royden’s widow Elizabeth,
also nearby in Denton Street at number 36, with son Charles still at home.

Toxteth Workhouse
(Coincidently the birthplace of the author,
although by then it was the NHS run Sefton General Hospital).

Left: Gore’s Street Directory 1911 –
extract for Mill Street - shows the
family still living very close together;
Thomas Evans’, William Royden’s
father-in-law, is registered at the top in
Grove Cottage, where William was also
now residing.
Older brother Joseph Royden is at
no.384a, while brother-in-law Joe
Taylor, married to Margaret Royden, is
at no.396a.
Younger brother Charles Royden was
at 161 Wellington Road, off Mill Street.

Upper Mann Street

Grove Cottage

St John the Baptist School

On 19th April 1903 Charles Royden married Emma Hughes at St. Matthews Church in
nearby Hill Street. Emma was the daughter of Griffith Hughes, a sail maker, and
Emma Knox, who was descended from a line of stonemasons, both born in
Liverpool. Emma Hughes was six months younger than Charles, born in the family
home in nearby Palmerston Street, on 24 September 1881.
A year after the young couple married,
Charles junior was born in 1904,
followed by William in 1905 (author’s
grandfather). They went on to have
four daughters, Alice Emma, Agnes,
Nelly, and Hilda. By now the family
were living at 161 Wellington Road, a
street of newly laid out terraces
immediately off Mill Street and the next
street to Denton Street. All the family
lived within just a few yards of each
other. Charles was now a painter and
paper hanger, a trade that stayed with
various members of the family down
successive generations to the present
day.
In the first decade of the 19th century
when the first Royden family came to
Liverpool from their farmland in Caldy
and West Kirby, most of their
descendants stayed in the same area
of the south docks for a century. In
fact, that link has continued into the
21st century, with some of Joseph’s
family still residing in the Mill Street
area. Even the 19th century shipyard
owned by Thomas Royden and Sons
was also situated nearby in this
dockland area and that branch of the
family continued to have townhouses
there even while they enjoyed the fruits
of their labours in their mansions at Frankby and Hillbark, back at the original family
home in the north east corner of the Wirral. Royden Street, situated near the end
of Mill Road in the photograph below, was named after Sir Thomas Bland Royden,
Lord Mayor of Liverpool in 1878-9 and MP for West Toxteth, owner of the shipyard
and cousin of the Toxteth Roydens.

Beresford Road / Mill Street (2010)

Wellington Road and former school (right). Site of No.160 is where the
houses face the school (left), while No.161 was on the site of the school

The Children of Charles Royden and Emma Hughes

Charles Royden (born 1904)

William Henry Royden (born 1905)

Nelly Royden (born 1912)

Agnes Royden (born 1910)

Alice Emma (born 1907)

Hilda (born 1914)

Emma, Nelly, Agnes

My father William Henry Royden
(junior) in the yard at 160 Wellington
Road with his grandmother Emma
(Hughes) Royden (right)

161 Wellington Road (highlighted above) /
160 Wellington Road (highlighted below)

Alma, Nelly (Fletcher) Royden’s daughter,
Outside no.160 Wellington Road with the
school in the background in the 1960s.

Street Directory for
Wellington Road 1911,
showing Charles living in
No.161.
The family moved across the
road to No.160 on 15 April
1912

Charles and his family underwent an enforced house move when they were
informed that the school next door was to be enlarged and their house at No.161
was to be demolished to make way for it. So tied were they to the area that they
simply moved across the road to No.160 when a tenancy was vacated. The house
move took place on 15 April 1912 – a date fixed in the minds of Charles’ children
many years later as it was the day the Titanic went down. The tragedy was
profoundly felt in the community - although the vessel left the country from
Southampton, Liverpool was the home of the Titanic and many of her crew and
engineers came from the city. It must have been a day of mixed emotions – the
excited business of the house move, combined with the rumour and confusion as
the awful details of the sinking slowly came through.
By the time war broke out in 1914, Charles was in his thirties and supporting a large
family. In the early months of the war there was more encouragement for younger,
unmarried men to enlist, but once the war was clearly not going to be over by
Christmas, men in their thirties, including married men with dependants, began to
feel it was their duty to sign up too. Charles now felt it was his turn to volunteer.
When he signed on at Seaforth (north Liverpool), on 20th January 1915, at the age of
33 years 9 months, he stated that he had already served In the West Lancashire
R.F.A. The West Lancashire Division was a formation of the Territorial Force. It
was formed as a result of the reforms of the army carried out in 1908 under the
Secretary of State for War, Richard Burdon Haldane, and was one of 14 Divisions of
the peacetime TF. In August 1909, the West Lancashire became the first TF Division
to take the field when it assembled for annual camp at Caerwys in North Wales.
However, when he actually served with them is unknown. It is likely that this was in
peacetime. Many men were keen to volunteer for the Territorials as it was chance
for the working man to meet up socially with other like minded individuals, to face a
fresh challenge away from their working environment and the claustrophobic
atmosphere of their home life, with the promise also of annual camps, often in the
Welsh countryside. For a self employed painter, there
would be slim opportunity to take a holiday with his
wife and children.
Charles was also given a notice before he signed on
appealing for men like him to enlist. On his Attestation
he signed on for ‘Short Service – for the duration of
the war’ like the rest of the recruits. He enlisted in the
Royal Regiment of Artillery RFA. The notice was
given to him by ‘Sgt. Royden of the Kings Liverpool’.
However, which of his relatives this was it has not yet
been possible to determine. By 1915, eldest brother
Joseph was now 42 and although was now at the age
limit where he would no longer be called upon, he may
have served in the Territorials. His son Joseph did
serve in the RAMC, but his rank was Private. John
Henry was in New York. William, two years older than
Charles, was in the 10th Liverpool Scottish, part of the
King’s Liverpool, but his rank was also Private
(pictured). So, ‘Sgt Royden’ remains to be discovered.
A description of Charles can be gleaned from his medical examination on
enlistment. It stated he was 5’7 ¼” high, weight 123lbs, chest expanded 342 inches,
(range of expansion 2 ½ ”), with three vaccination marks from infancy, plus perfect

vision. He was passed fit for the Army based on this examination and his own
declaration that he did not suffer from anything that would be an impediment to him.
If Charles did go along to the recruiting office at Seaforth with one of his brothers,
the scenario on his return home that day to break the news to his wife would have
made interesting viewing. A mixture of pride at him signing on, but also acute
apprehension at the thought of what the future may hold both for Charles and their
large family. There is also the possibility that the motivation may have been one of
basic economics. As a painter and decorator, his income may well have taken a
down-turn once the effects of the war had begun to bite on the local community.
Smartening up the house was sure to have dropped on people’s list of priorities. It
would not take much to make Charles’ financial situation more precarious. He had a
wife and six children in small terraced house in the dockside area of Liverpool. Life
was not easy at the best of times. He would also be surrounded by families who
had already seen their men-folk sign up fairly quickly. The King’s Liverpool
Regiment, for example, recruited so many volunteers that four regiments of Old Pals
were formed before the end of 1914. Poster campaigns could be seen everywhere,
and recruitment meetings were held regularly in the communities and workplaces.
Volunteers continued to stream forward, so much so, that it would be another year
before conscription would be necessary, in January 1916. The stigma of anyone
being passed a white feather in such a tight knit community would have been
unbearable.
Within days, Charles had left Liverpool for Newcastle-upon-Tyne, where he was
headed for the R.F.A. training camp. It maybe that as Charles appears to have had
some previous experience and training in the R.F.A. he was posted to the No.1
Battery, 1A Reserve Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. This was a home-based unit
which had three roles;
1. As depot or training units;
2. For providing mobile artillery forces for use in the event of enemy attack (or, as
proved to be the case in Ireland in 1916, for use against insurrection);
3. For providing static artillery forces to defend key ports and coastal installations.

Exact location unknown, but most likely to be the Newcastle R.F.A. training camp –
Charles is somewhere on this photograph.

After three months of uneventful training in Newcastle, Charles was put on a charge
on 14 April 1915. His offence was ‘Absent from 9am, 13 April until 6am, 14 Apr
1915’. In other words, arriving back to camp a day late. His punishment was to
‘forfeit 4 days pay as a field punishment’. But where had he been? The chances of
him being out on the town and getting back in the early hours are unlikely –
especially as the charge sheet shows the punishment was reduced to two days pay
by a superior officer. That would not have happened if he was enjoying himself in
Newcastle. Most likely he had been home to visit his wife and six children and may
have missed his train or been delayed getting back on time to camp – maybe the
officer had some sympathy for him and reduced the punishment. Especially as he
was being hit in the pocket with such a large family.

A typical gun team on a 4.5 howitzer
"The war of 1914-18 was an artillery war: artillery was the battle-winner, artillery was what
caused the greatest loss of life, the most dreadful wounds, and the deepest fear".
John Terraine White Heat - the new warfare 1914-18

Charles’ brigade
was posted to the
north of Arras in
1917

Postings according to Charles Royden’s War Papers
20 January 1915
20 January 1915
8 June 1915
16 June 1915
19 June 1915
24 August 1915
1 October 1915
29 January 1916
6 March 1916
29 Sept 1916
7 October 1916
7 October 1916
10 April 1917
5 May 1917

Enlisted
No.1 Depot
1 Battery 1A Reserve Brigade
Issued with basic kit and posted
20th Division Artillery
6th Battery Reserve Brigade
Appointed Acting Bombardier
36th Reserve Battery request Charles’ documents
Inoculation T.A.B. (Tetanus? And…?)
Entered Edinburgh Hospital - Influenza
Discharged from Edinburgh (10 days in hospital)
Hospital – (illegible) – (short rest?)
36th Reserve Battery – France
18th Brigade RFA. (18th Brigade was transferred to the 4th
Canadian Division from 13 July 1916 to July 1917).
21 July 1917
(illegible)
25 August 1917
(illegible)
7 Sept 1917
Rejoined A.C. 18th Brigade
9 Sept 1917
(illegible)
21 Sept 1917
Rejoined A.C. 18th Brigade
4 October 1917
Confirmed Bombardier (?)
31 October 1917 D/18 posted
20 (Nov/Dec?)1917 Granted Class II P.Pay at 3d
3 January 1918
(illegible)
22 March 1918
Killed in action
There is an entry into Charles service record that he was posted to the Yorkshire
and Lancashire Regiment during this period – possibly June 1915, but the dates are
not clear and this may have been rescinded as he was still at Newcastle in the No.1
Battery (20th Division Artillery) on the day of his posting. On 19 June 1915 he was
issued with his full kit but again it is not clear where he went to next, but he had
been posted on 24 August 1915 to the 6th Battery Reserve Brigade, and may have
still been in the UK, continuing to serve in a supporting reserve roll. By October
Charles had been promoted – to Acting Bombardier. He was probably posted again,
on 29 January 1916, as the 36th Reserve Battery were recorded as requesting his
documents.
It was usual that the reserve brigades were used for training and also as a
headquarters unit for the handling of men invalided from overseas. It is not entirely
clear from Charles’ papers if and when the 36th Reserve Battery moved to France.
There is quite a gap between his promotion to Acting Bombardier in October 1915
and his hospital visit to Edinburgh almost a year later on 29 September 1916, where
he was treated for Influenza. He may have still been in Newcastle when he became
ill, given the easy access to Edinburgh to a hospital specially requisitioned for the
treatment of ill and wounded WW1 soldiers. This was the 2nd Scottish General
Hospital, the former Craigleith Poorhouse, previously known as St. Cuthberts
Poorhouse, opened in 1873. (In 1914 the poorhouse had been taken over by the
Territorial Forces, with 1032 beds. After WW1 the 2nd Scottish became Craigleith
Hospital, and in 1930 became the Western General Hospital).
When he was discharged from Edinburgh the doctor wrote on Charles’ record,

‘This was an ordinary (?) case
of influenza - is very anaemic
- sent to __ _ llery(?) [illegible]
for short stay’.
So Charles was then sent for a short
convalescence to an unknown
hospital from 7 October 1916 until 28
October. Movements then become
unclear again until Spring 1917. By then it is likely that Charles was in France with
the 36th Reserve Brigade RFA - at least by 10 April 1917, and certainly by 5 May 1917
when he was posted to the 18th Brigade RFA.
18th Brigade RFA
When Charles joined the 18th Brigade, they were commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
C, Sykes, a veteran of the Mesopotamia campaign. There were four batteries – the
59th, 94th, A/18, and D/18, to which Charles was posted. D/18 was commanded by
Captain H. Eden M.C.
On 24 June 1915 the British Government had enquired whether Canada could
supply any more formed bodies of troops. It was decided that there were enough
reserve and surplus troops already overseas and the Canadian 3rd Division began to
form in France in December 1915. A shortage of artillery led to the guns of the 3rd
(Lahore) Division of the Indian Corps being attached. The 18th Brigade RFA were
part of this Division and supported the 3rd Canadian Division from 20 March 1916
until 13 July 1916. They saw action firstly in Belgium at Battle of Mount Sorrel (2-13
June 1916), followed by a move south to the Somme; where there were further
engagements at the Battle of Albert (1-13 July 1916), including the capture of
Montauban, Mametz, Fricourt, Contalmaison and La Boisselle, then the Battle of
Pozieres (23 July 1916), including the fighting for Mouquet Farm.
Following the Battle of the Somme, artillery was re-organised due to operational
difficulties. Frequent moves of infantry divisions sometimes meant that their
artillery stayed in place to fight with replacement divisions rather than their own.
Also, there was a need to create a reserve artillery force to provide reinforcement
for either attack or defence. This led to the creation of Army Field Artillery Brigades
which could be used to support any action across the particular Army's section of
front above the resources available at Divisional level.
Following the early engagement in the Battle of the Somme, it was also necessary
to reorganise the Canadian Corps, and the 18th Brigade was transferred to the 4th
Canadian Division from 13 July 1916 to July 1917. According to Charles’ war
record, he was posted to the 18th Brigade on 5 May 1917. The Brigade had already
fought with the 4 th Canadian Division at the Battle of Le Transloy (1-18 October
1916) , the Battle of Ancre Heights (21 October - 11 November 1916) and the Battle
of Ancre (13-18 November 1916).
Shortly before Charles joined them they had seen notable action in support of the
Arras battles of 9 April 1917 attack on Vimy Ridge. The Official History (1917 Vol 1)
notes the 18th Brigade was attached to the Canadians in the fight for "The Pimple"
Hill 145. Vimy Ridge was a vital part of the German defence system and its taking
by the Allies in 1917 was a major turning point in the war. Attempts to take it over

the previous three years had failed, but in April 1917 the Canadian Army supported
by other allied forces (including the Royal Field Artillery and Charles' Brigade) took
the hill and held the advantage.
Over 66,000 Canadians alone were killed and are
commemorated at the Vimy Ridge Memorial Park with its stunning marble memorial.
On this land of 100 hectares given to the Canadians by the French Government
there is a small information centre, preserved trenches and tunnels.

Mike Royden with
sons Lewis & Liam
at the Vimy Ridge
Memorial and
preserved trenches

Affairs South of the Souchez River (3-25 Jun 1917) and the
Capture of Avion (26-29 Jun 1917).
On the day that Charles joined the 18th Brigade he must have thought he had arrived
in hell. There was a vicious engagement going on around the Souchez River which
included air attacks (‘a hostile red machine flying low over the batteries’) D Battery
(Charles’ unit) fired 386 rounds that afternoon on enemy wire and trench positions.
Later that night two Canadian battalions mounted a successful attack on a block of
trenches taking 50 prisoners. However, this stirred the enemy into retaliation and

three such attacks were mounted in the night, and each time were driven off, but at
cost of 18 allies killed and 130 wounded. During this night time battle over 7,000
rounds were fired by the artillery. Shelling continued by both side for the next few
days (and nights). A German attack was repelled on the evening of 7th after
considerable heavy fire on the open fields of the Souchez River valley, although late
in the evening a gunner in Charles battery was wounded.
Following the action at Vimy, the 18th were involved in the Battle of the South of the
Souchez River (3-25 June 1917) and the Capture of Avion (26-29 June 1917) . The
18 th Brigade was allocated to the First Army, although this did not occur until
August 1917. Charles was assigned to the newly formed D Battery which was
identified as being equipped with 4.5" Howitzers.
Artillery was positioned in the area Carency - Ablain St Nazaire - Bois de Bouvigny,
an exposed position in which it was subject to severe shelling. This excerpt from
the 18th Brigade R.F.A. war diary gives a flavour of what Charles was experiencing
first hand;
11th May 1917
Night firing. 300 rounds by A/18. During night 10/11th enemy counter attacked
at 8.25pm and 3.30am. The first attack was repulsed after 3 hours of severe
fighting in spite of reinforcements being brought up from two battalions in addition
to 34th RFR [Royal Fusliers?] and flammenwerfer [flame throwers] being used.
The second attack forced the 44th Battalion back from the trenches gained the
previous evening east of the triangle in M.36D. Enemy suffered severe casualties
- 200 Germans were seen lying out at day break opposite this battle front. 18
pounders fired 6363 rounds and 4.5 howitzers 684 rounds in defence of infantry. 1
gunner of 59th battery wounded.
Quiet during day. At 5pm Batteries ‘stood to’ to assist infantry with protective
barrage when required. 44th Battalion led by Major Belcher bombed down German
trench and regained all ground withdrawn from that morning. Hardly any of the
enemy withstood the attack. Those in the trench were killed and those ran towards
La Collotte suffered heavily from our shrapnel fire. After the attack was over and
all captured ground consolidated, Major Belcher was killed by a reversed bullet
from a sniper. Our casualties were otherwise slight.

This the Commonwealth War
Graves Record of Major Belcher

Other days were a mixture of answering S.O.S. calls to the front line infantries (to
provide shelling to support their urgent requirements), repairing and maintaining
battery positions, and firing on the occasional German balloon or hostile aircraft. In

the midst of all this on 8th June 1917 there was the Brigade Sports Day in
preparation for the 1st Army Show. Two day later the war diary entry read;
Divisional Artillery Sports. Brigade won most of the competitions. Daily harassing
fire carried out.
Such a brief comment, but conjures up the bizarre image of the Brigade competing
on field and track behind the lines before getting back on the guns later that day to
shell the enemy.

The Souchez river valley today. D Battery would have been positioned in this vicinity, attacking
towards the Givenchy-Vimy Ridge in the distance

Souchez river valley area 1915

Above: The map show the warren
of German trenches before being
over run and pushed back to the
ridge positions immediately to the
west of Givenchy
Below: The same area in May 1917
when Charles joined 18th Brigade
RFA

The photograph of the Souchez
river valley was taken from here
and was most likely the position
of Charles’ battery during MayJuly 1917

The fighting continued to
be heavy into early July,
when the brigade received
orders to withdraw to the
wagon lines at Ablain St.
Nazaire, the village HQ to
the rear of the front line
gun emplacements.
However, the news was not
good for D Battery who had
to remain in action with
their howitzers now
attached to the 5th
Canadian Field Artillery
Brigade. For the main
brigade it was the
commencement of the
handing over of guns to the
5th Army control, which
were left in wagon lines at
Ablain, while the men
marched back to billets in
Haillicourt near Bruay.
Over the next few days the
guns were dismantled and
also sent to Bruay where
they were overhauled and
the men went on parades
each day.
On 11th July, it had become apparent why they were moved to the Bruay billets and
drilled on parade. Later that day they were ordered to form up and line the main
street. A short while later King George V rode past visiting the troops along the Rue
Nationale. This was not an isolated visit, the King made dozens of such tours and
inspections in the battlefields during the war. The previous year while visiting
behind the lines he took a fall from his horse which landed on top of him fracturing
his pelvis. At the time of this July 1917 visit anti-German feeling towards the Royal
family’s ancestral roots led him to adopt the family name of Windsor. This
proclamation was issued in the same week that he visited Bruay.

Looking down on Ablain St Nazaire from Notre Dame de Lorette

King George V inspecting senior Canadian
officers near Vimy 1917.
Pictured left is the Rue Nationale, Bruay, today
where the 18th Brigade RFA lined the street for
the visit of the King on 11th July 1917.

Where Charles went to next is still the subject of further research. It is thought that
the Brigade was involved in the nearby Battle of Hill 70, Lens (15-25 Aug 1917),
before being moved north to the Ypres Salient in Belgium, where they were in action
in the Second Battle of Passchendaele (26 Oct-10 Nov 1917).
This was followed by a returned to France where they were supporting the tank
attack near Cambrai 20-21 Nov 1917and the Capture of Bourlon Wood 23-28 Nov
1917. There was then four days of action repulsing the German counter attacks (30
Nov-3 Dec 1917). It would seem that the Brigade was then pulled out behind the
lines as they do not appear to be involved in further major actions until the defence
of the Ludendorff Offensive near Arras.
[This further ongoing research will include further consultation of the 18th Brigade RFA war
diaries to confirm movements and will no doubt require a detailed section inserting here]
Killed in Action
However Charles would not live to see this. On 21st March 1918, the Germans began
their Spring Offensive - the 'Kaiserschlacht' (Kaiser's Battle), also known as the
Ludendorff Offensive, which was a series of German attacks along the Western
Front, and would be the deepest advances by either side since 1914. This would be
the only remaining chance the Germans would have to press home victory before
the deployment of the mustering forces of the USA. Operation Michael, the German
offensive which was centered on the Somme, was launched by the German artillery
raining down shells on the British and Allied positions, purposely targeting the
British artillery and rear lines of troops, ready for what they hoped would be a
lighting attack to split the British and French Lines, with the overall intention of
pushing the British forces back to the Channel. Casualties on both sides were
horrendous. On the first day alone, the Royal Field Artillery had fatalities totalling
113 from the rank and file and 9 officers. (During the whole of the German spring
offensive (21st March - 5th April 1918), the Royal Field Artillery had fatal casualties
on the Western Front of 1,471 from the rank and file and 152 officers. During the
Great War 1914-1919 overall, the Royal Field Artillery had fatal casualties in all
theatres of 30,446 men from the rank and file and 2,513 officers).
On the 5 March 1918, the War Diary of the 18th Brigade records them being moved
from Ficheux to Agny, south of Arras – the Brigade were returning to the front line
after a short break behind the lines. By 13th March they were back in action firing on
German trenches situated between Vis-en-Artois and Triangle Wood. However,
much more serious action was on its way – and the British would be on the
receiving end.
According to the War Diary of the 18th Brigade, on the night of 21st March 1918, the
18th Brigade were defending Monchy le Preux, a small village on an elevated
position just to the east of the town of Arras. There were numerous strongholds
surrounding the town as it was imperitive that Arras should not fall. The German
bombardment and ground attack continued throughout the night and following day,
which became so heavy and losses so great that the order was given to pull out and
fall back towards the town;
March 22
Attack continues – more severe to the north and south of us
March 23
Bombardment still in progress
Infantry withdraw west of Wancourt to a line west of Monchy-le-Preux
Batteries withdrawn to Nievelle Vitasse

Above: The Canadian Caribou memorial
in Monchy-le-Preux
Top left: the map shows the position of
Monchy-le-Preux in relation to Arras
Left: Monchy-le-Preux today from the
Arras-Cambrai road
Below: The view today from Monchy-lePreux looking down towards Boiry Notre
Dame and Vis-en-Artois, from where the
Operation Michael attacks came on
21st/22nd March 1918

The War Diary
of 18th Brigade
covering the
action of 21st23rd March

There were several fatalities in D Battery, and Charles Royden was among them.
How he was killed is unknown, but it is likely he died as the result of the shelling
while the artillery and troops were withdrawing. Charles was then taken behind the
lines, probably to the advanced dressing station in Boisleux-au-Mont, about 6 miles
south of Arras. Once his death was confirmed he was then buried in the Bucquoy
Road Cemetery near Ficheux.
[In November 1916, the village of Ficheux was behind the German front line, but by
April 1917, the German withdrawal had taken the line considerably east of the
village. In April and May, the VII Corps Main Dressing Station was posted nearby for
the Battles of Arras. It was followed by the addition of the 20 th and 43rd Casualty
Clearing Stations, which remained at Boisleux-au-Mont until March 1918. The
stations continued to use the Bucquoy Road Cemetery begun by the field
ambulances. After the war, the cemetery was enlarged and relaid to a new design
by Sir Edwin Lutyens.
Within days, Charles’ wife Emma received the official notification she had always
dreaded. Charles’ commanding officer also wrote to her saying he and Charles’
battalion comrades deeply regretted his death. Such words no doubt written by
most officers charged with the unenviable task of writing home to bereaved
relatives, but still of some comfort and pride to Emma.
Emma was now a widow at 36, with six children to bring up. The eldest, Charles jnr,
was still only fourteen years old. He would soon be expected to bring in a wage. At
least there was Charles’ war widows pension, amounting to 43s 4d per week
(£2.17p), although this wasn’t granted until September 1918. How Emma fed herself
and six children in the meantime is unknown, but in later years she had a reputation
as a strong, determined and forceful women - no doubt she was already shaped by
the hardship of the war years – she was well prepared for life without her husband.

She wasn’t alone in her grief of course, which is clearly revealed by the obituary
notices placed in local paper a couple of weeks later. Close family lived in adjoining
streets - Charles’ sister Margaret had lost her husband, killed in action two years
previously, and Charles’ mother Elizabeth (d.1930) would also be able to help out if
Emma had to go out to work.
A few weeks later Charles’ possessions were returned to her - a wallet, locket, gold
ring with a stone (probably his wedding ring), photographs and a purse containing
two coins. Her husband went off to fight for king and country, and this sad,
pathetic bundle was all that came back.
_______________________________________

We have broke the cart (?)

Dear Charlie
five pounds
for Emma if you write
a note to say that Tommy (?)
that he did not leave
a will out of about 200
it is in a solicitors hands
I do wish you was at home

This may have been one of the photographs found in Charles possession out in
France and returned to Emma. It is likely to be his mother Elizabeth who also wrote
the cryptic message on the reverse (shown above). It seems that some mishap
had damaged the cart – probably Charles’ hand cart, common on the streets at that
time, used by Charles to carry his ladders and paint tins. The name of the person
who has not left a will is unclear and no immediate relatives seem to fit the bill.
Nevertheless, it is clear that there are money troubles at home and Charles is sorely
missed.
An old battered crucifix has also been passed down to me with the legend that it
was in Charles’ hands as he was read the last rites. However, after obtaining his war
papers, which listed the possessions returned to Emma, there was no mention. It
may have been returned by a comrade, or, of course, it just may be a story told to
his infant children and passed down to me.

Charles Royden’s Service Medals
Once the war was over the government began
to issue service medals. The usual trio of
awards, the 1914 Star (or the 1914-15 Star if
appropriate), together with the British War
Medal and the Victory Medal, became
popularly known as ‘Pip, Squeak and Wilfred’
after characters in a Daily Mail cartoon of the
period. The dates of Charles' war record
abroad gave him the medal entitlement of the
British War Medal and the Victory Medal for
his services in the Great War. This was
confirmed by his medal index card held in The
National Archives.
However, what happened to them is a
mystery. They would have been awarded to
Emma, his wife, but their whereabouts today are unknown. It
seems strange that the memorial plaque (below), which was received, was passed
down to me with the photographs and his battered crucifix, but no mention of the
medals. Of course, they could have been passed down through other grand
children, nephews or nieces over the last century, but after visiting Charles'
children, all of whom are now passed away, no mention has ever been made.

Charles’ medal index card held in The National Archives

Memorial Plaque
In 1916 a Government Committee was set up by Secretary of State for War, David
Lloyd George, to consider what form of memorial should be made available to the
next of kin of those who died 'on active service'. On 7 November 1916, The Times
informed its readers that the cost of the memorial was to be borne by the State and
that the precise form it was to take was a matter for much longer consideration,
though he initially accepted idea was that it should be '...a small metal plate
recording the man's name and services.' It was not until August 1917, in the midst
of the Third Battle of Ypres, that the memorial 'plate' project resurfaced. The
General Committee decided that the commemoration should now take the form of a
bronze plaque. The announcement was reported in The Times for Monday 13
August 1917, and the public competition for appropriate designs was described in
extravagant detail. The first prize of £250, for two model designs, was awarded to
'Pyramus' - Edward Carter Preston, of the Sandon Studios Society, Liverpool.
Production of the plaques began in December 1918 and around 1,150,000 were
made. The plaques commemorated those men and women who died between 4
August 1914 and 10 January 1920 who had been killed on active service.
Memorial Scrolls were also sent to the next of kin, and were sent out in seven and a
quarter inch long cardboard tubes. The plaques themselves were dispatched under
separate cover in stiff card wrapping enclosed within white envelopes bearing the
Royal Arms. Both memorials were accompanied by a letter from King George V
which bore his facsimile signature and read as follows:
I join with my grateful people in sending you this memorial of a brave life given
for others in the Great War.
George R.I.
Emma received the memorial penny for Charles, which was passed on to
myself after the death of my grandfather.

Other Memorials
Charles Royden is recorded on several memorials including:
The Commonwealth War Graves Database

The War Memorial Book, Liverpool Anglican Cathedral
This book is mounted within a large case on a
raised plinth. A page is turned each day. There
were three small volumes on show for the public to
access. Charles Royden was recorded here too,
although they are no longer in situ and may be kept
in storage.

Liverpool Town Hall - Hall of Remembrance
The Hall of Remembrance was opened by the Duke of Windsor, then Prince of
Wales, in 1921, and contains the City's Roll of Honour. The Roll of Honour carries
the names of over 13,000 military men from Liverpool who died during the First
World War. This list of war dead began to be compiled during the war when names
of the fallen were posted in a window overlooking
Exchange Flags and relatives queued to add
names. Because of this, the list is far from
complete, but a number of names have been
added since 1921 on additional panels.
Charles Royden is recorded on the Roll of
Honour.
The Lord Mayor's Office has transcribed the list
of names and a database has been created which
can be used to search for names on this - the
First World War Memorial Roll of Honour of Liverpool's Military War Dead. This is
now held on the web site for the Town Hall and the entry for Charles is shown here;
Panel

Rank

Initials Surname Award Regiment

Panel 45 BOMB. C.

ROYDEN

R.F.A. (18TH BRIGADE.)

St John the Baptist School Memorial Plaque
Charles was an old boy of St Johns (Wellington Road) and his name appears on the
school war memorial.
1914-1918
To the glorious memory of the Old Boys of St John
the Baptist School who fell in the Great War.
This tablet was erected by old scholars, parents and
teachers (names recorded)
Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends

The school has long since been demolished and the plaque is now kept in the
nearby St Cleopas Church on the corner of Mill Street and Beresford Road.

Newspaper obituaries

Obituaries placed by the family in the local
Liverpool Newspapers, March 1918.

The obituary above is particularly moving,
containing the bereavement poetry and
touching personal comments. Margaret refers
to him as ‘Our Charlie’ and his brother as
‘Will’. (My father was always ‘Billy’ as a child
and ‘Bill’ as an adult).
It confirms that his mother was still alive and
that Emma had a brother Alan, also fighting
out in France. This is most likely who my
father’s brother, Alan, was named after.
It also confirmed the address of his sister
Margaret and that her husband had already
been killed in the war.

Return to the Battlefields
In 1966, Charles' daughter Agnes received a reply to her letter to the Imperial War
Graves Commission (now known as the Commonwealth War Graves Commission).
It detailed the location of her father's grave and she was able to visit the cemetery
later that year. On a visit to Agnes' home during the late 1970s she gave me the
letter. It was a long wait, but eventually I was able to visit the area myself with my
two sons, Lewis and Liam, en route to a family holiday.
After an overnight stay in St. Omer we headed south towards Arras. The weather
was glorious and soon we could see glimpses of the breathtaking Vimy Ridge
memorial from the motorway. We doubled back and passed a grim looking German
cemetery as we headed towards Vimy. The road wound through fenced off
woodlands where the remains of trenches and craters could be clearly seen. The
road climbed and opened out on the top of the ridge where the 250' memorial rose
before us.
On leaving Vimy we headed off to Arras and with the aid of a special edition
Michelin map sent to us by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (marked
with cemeteries under its care), we soon found the Bucquoy Road. Approximately
5km south of Arras we arrived at cemetery No.100, near the village of Ficheux. The
rural location was peaceful and completely surrounded on all sides by golden
cornfields. The cemetery was immaculate and looked like it had been laid out only
days previously, instead of over 80 years earlier. The original letter to Agnes gave
the plot number as Plot II, Row D number 22. It was an emotional moment, having
waited 25 years to make the trip. It was special too, to have Lewis (10) and Liam (7)
there to see where their Great-Great Grandfather had come to rest.
The cemetery was beautifully maintained and the visit also made very clear the
comprehensive care carried out by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission,
from the excellent web site, videos, teaching packs, and the provision of maps, to
the primary role of the maintenance of so many cemeteries from so many different
theatres of war. Nevertheless, the weather over time had made Charles' name rather
faint on the headstone, but a dash of water soon brought out the detail for a
photograph. In the low entrance wall a small brass door was set which provided a
pleasant surprise in the form of a visitor’s book and register. We signed in our own
entries after finding Charles' details in the register. Even the pen was still in the
register file. It all added to a most pleasurable experience despite the
circumstances, to finally visit the site and to discover that in such a beautiful
foreign place it will be forever England.
Over the years I have made numerous return journeys also made several trips on
my own, so I could spend unrestricted time researching and walking the battlefields.
One trip began in The National Archives in Kew, London, where I discovered
Charles War Records (the ‘burnt records’ – only a fifth of these records survivethey were moved during the Second World War to a supposed safe underground
storage, but took a direct hit during the Blitz and 80% of them were destroyed.
Those that survived suffered scorching and water damage, (hence the name ‘burnt
records’). I felt quite ecstatic to find Charles’ records had survived. I also obtained
his medal card, pension record and copied numerous extracts from the 18th
Brigade War Diary. Sitting outside in the car park after the Record Office had
closed and poring over the sheets of photocopied records, it was clear that so many
more avenues of investigation had been opened up. I had to go to Belgium and

France to follow them up. As luck would have it I had my passport on me and time
on my hands in the school holidays. I started the engine. By 8.30pm I was in
Belgium.
What followed was a fascinating week following the movements Charles had taken
using the war diary and his army documents, which cumulated in discovering the
site of his likely death and a final visit to his grave.
One uncanny experience was meeting Paul Reed, the noted Battlefields expert,
author and consultant to many a TV programme. I had used two of his guide books
all week and he was actually in the very last site I had visited at Delville Wood on the
Somme. It was early evening, there was no one else around as the visitor centre
was about to close and it seemed that here I was after using his advice throughout
my journey, and here he was to see how I had got on at the end. In fact, he did
take great interest in what I was doing before signing my books.

The original Bucquoy Road cemetery before being laid out by
the Imperial War Graves Commission.
Row D – where Charles is buried - is in the foreground

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Memorial Certificate

Proudly he did his duty
Nobly he fought and fell:
Our only grief we could not be there
To bid him a last farewell
Rest peaceful, dear brother, in a hero’s grave
Your life for your country you nobly gave
Not farewell dear brother, only goodnight.
Margaret (Royden) Taylor (March 1918)
The sister of Charles Royden

